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N peruſing the Evangelic 


- Writings, the author of the 


following ſheets - imagined, 
that he diſcovered an.. argument 
of their truth, which had been 


hitherto overlooked, or very ſlight- 


ly mentioned. He caught it with 
joy, and purſued it with/cager- 


neſs. He found the proof, which 


at firſt glimmered faintly as it lay 


diſperſed, grow brighter | as the 


ſparks were brought nearer to- 


gether. He traced the different 
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lines of inference, and perceived 


that they met at laſt in one cen- 
tral truth. And he flatters himſelf 


| with having ſhewn once more, what 


was more than ſufficiently ſhewn 
before, that our Religion is from 
Gop. He hopes, that he has ad- 


ded another motive to the power 


of its influence ; and another ray d 
to the e of its evidence. 


Is the argument be real] y 1 55 0 
cluſive, it will ſtand the teſt of 


examination; if not, it is for the 


intereſt of truth and religion, that 
its weakneſs be detected. What- 


ever judgment be paſſed upon it, 
the. author has, at leaſt, this ſa- 
tisfactory conſideration, that every 
other proof will remain uninjured 


and 


PREFACE. 


and unimpaired. And he there- 


fore fubmits this Eſſay to the Pub- 
lic, as the attempt of one whoſe 


deſign is good; and who will have 


done no harm, though his per- 


formance be defective. 
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_ caſe; what the nature and deſign of the 

whole impoſture muſt have been; and 
ho muſt have been concerned in planning 
it out, and carrying it on. Page 65 


SECTION III. 


Zacharias and Elizabeth could not be the 


contrivers of that wicked impoſture ; 
which the ſuppoſition of any deceit at all, 
in this caſe, neceſſarily obliges us to ad- 
mit of. - Page 8 5 


SECTION IV. 


Zacharias a Elizabeth could not be the 
authors of any ſuch double impoſture, as 


muſt here be fuſes: Page I He 


SECTION. v. 


If Zacharias and Elizabeth could have 

been the authors of fuch a double impoſe | 
ture; they could not baue applied to Jo- 
ſeph and Mary, to take part with them 
in carrying it on. Page 135 
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 CUNTENTS. 
SECTION; VI. 
Neither Zacharias nor Elizabeth, on the 
one part ; nor Joſeph and Mary, on the 
other ; could contrive Each their reſpec- 
tive plots, in this double impoſture: nor 


could Joſeph and Mary be the contrivers 
of the whole joint undertaking. Page 164 


TART 1: 

CE 
The whole impoſture in queſtion is, in its 

own nature, ſo exceedingly abſurd ; that 

it was not poſſible to have been conceived 
or undertaken, by any perſon whatever. 
| e 

SECTION I. 
Some particular fatts, previous fo the births 
gf John and Jeſus, cunſidered. Page 231 
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JOHN the Barrisz 


4 N BD: 


JESUS CHRIST.. 


HOES HEN we e, and com- 


pare together, thoſe ſhort hiſto- 


co B <5 ods 
* Whoever is 8 of ſeeing what may have 
ws: written upon this ſubje& before, may conſult | 
Dr. ents: 5 $a 4 0908 AE 08 truth 7 the Cbri- 
— 92 


ITY ries of the life and actions of 
| Jeſus Chriſt, which were written by. bis 
choſen diſciples, and their fellow labourers 
in Ig golpel; ; the great events, that firſt 


Introductory Conſiderations, 


engage our attention, are the remarkable 
birth and miniſtry of John the Baptiſt. 
The accounts indeed, which the evange- 
liſts have given of him, are extremely 
ſhort, and ſeem intended, as far as con- 
cerns John himſelf, only to afford us a 
clear preciſe notion of his prophetic cha- 
racer, and to aſſure us of his divine com- 
miſſion to preach repentance to the Jews. 
But the particulars compriſed even in theſe 
very conciſe relations, are in themſelves 
ſo extraordinary, and ſome of them, at 
firſt appearance at leaſt, ſo truly miracu- 
lous, that we cannot reflect on them with- 

out admiration. The ſevere ſanctity of 
his manners, the benevolent and pious la- 


bours of his public life, and the cruelty of 


his martyrdom i in the cauſe of virtue and - 


religion, joined to all thoſe aſtoniſhing 
events, * accompanied his conception 


and 


ian Religion; entitled, The Teftimany of Jobn the Bap- 
tift : and Part 4. Chap. 5. of a work written originally 
in French, but tranſlated into Engliſh, under the title of, 
| The Principles of the Chriſtian Religion. Theſe two are 
the only things upon the ſubject, which the Author of 
; the — argument has e to meet t with. 


* 


Introductory Confoderations. 


and birth, are particulars of fo ſtriking a 
nature, that they may well claim, nay 
extort our regard, N their own account 
alone. 

Bur the diſciples of 15 had a more 
important deſign to ſerve, by their ac- 
counts of the Baptiſt, than meerly making 
| known his peculiar life and character, and 
the circumſtances which attended his ap- 
pearance in the world. In them they 
purpoſely tranſmitted to mankind the hi- 
ſtory of a prophet, who had borne the 
fulleſt teſtimony to the divine character 
of their own maſter. And the chief end 
they propoſed to ſerve, by making ſuch 
particular mention of John in their hiſto- 
ries of Jeſus, was, to confirm the divine 
miſſion of Chriſt by the teſtimony of that 
prophet, whoſe coming, it was the uni- 
verſal opinion, had for ſome ages been fore- 
told, in the character of his forerunner *. 

B 2 Aeon 
* Behold I aoill ford my * * he ſhall prepare 
the auay before me: and the Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall ſud- 


© denly come to his temple : even the meſſenger of the covenant, 
dum ye deli gt in: bebold he foall come, * the Lord of 


. 


3 TntreduBory Conſiderations. 


AGREEABLY to this deſign, Mark be- 
gins his goſpel by acquainting us &, The 


beginning of the goſpel of Jeſus Chr: if the | 
Son of God, was, as 1t 1s written in the | 
prophets ; behold T ſend my meſſenger before 
- thy face, which: ſhall prepare thy way before 
thee. And then he immediately proceeds 
to relate the public miniſtry of John. 
Matthew likewiſe declares +, that John 
the Baptiſt was He that was ſpoken of by the 
. prophet, Eſaias, ſaying, the voice of one cry- 
ing in the wilderneſs, prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths ſtraigbi t. The 
ame ſays Luke ||. And the evangeliſt John 
| expreſsly affirms &, that here was a man 
| Jo mw on: who _ name Was pris = 
| | ' -., FO? 


70 Wat iti. 1. It is notorious, that, at the time of 
John's coming, the Jews univerſally expected ſome ſuch 
extraordinary meſſenger to precede the Meſſiah; and 
that this, among others, was one of thoſe prophecies o on 
which they founded their expectations. 
* Mark i. 1, 2 
+ Matt. iii. 1—3. 
. 4 Iſa. xl. 3. The voice of him, that ill inthe a 
| Fav prepare ye the way of the Lord; e me, in 
| r deſart a high way ip our God, | 
- | Luke iii. 2—4. 
FJ John i. 6, 7. 
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that the ſame came for a witneſs, to bear 


witneſs of the light, that all men thro hm | 


might believe. 

FRO all theſe n it evidently 
appears, that the chief deſign of the evan- 
geliſts was not to make us acquainted with 
the divine character of the Baptiſt, on his 
own account; but to complete the evi- 


dence of the divine miſſion of Jeſus, by 


the unexceptionable teſtimony of that ex- 
traordinary prophet, whoſe appearance in 


the character of his forerunner, had been 


univerſally expected, becauſe 1 
ere told. 

IN purſuance of this Aden it was na- 
tural for them to be ſcrupulouſly exact in 
recounting thoſe particulars, by which the 
prophetic character of John himſelf was 
eſtabliſned; and circumſtantial in their re- 
lations of the teſtimony he bore to the di- 
vine miſſion of Jeſus. But for the reſt of 
John's life and actions, as a minute know- 
ledge of theſe was not neceſſary to the 
chief end in view, They would, of courſe, 
only furniſh us with their true general idea. 
Accordingly it will be found, upon compa- 

| 7 riſon, 
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Introductory Confiderations. 


riſon, that the evangeliſts have followed 
this plan. Luke has given a very parti- 


_ culardetail ®, of all the ſeemingly mira- 
culous events, which attended John's con- 


ception and birth ; and which, if they 
truly came to paſs as related, muſt fully 


prove him to have been ſent by a ſpecial 
act of the divine providence, purpoſely to 


ſuſtain that peculiar prophetic character he 
afterwards aſſumed. And, not to cite each 


evangeliſt, or have recourſe to every thing 


they have recorded, what follows will ſuf- 
ficiently prove, how deſirous they were to 


confirm the divine authority of Jeſus, by 
the expreſs taſtimony of John. 
And this is the record of John; when the 


” 5 ſent prigſis and levites from Feruſa- 


to aſt bim, ꝛvho art thou ? and be con- 
fe mn and denied not, but confeſſed, I am 


not the Chriſt. — T am the voice of one crying 


in the wilderneſs, make firaight the way of 
the Lord, as ſaid the prophet Efaias. — I 
baptize with water; but there flandeth one 


among you, whom ye know not, be it is, wha 
| | coming 
2. | Lake i. from verſe 5, to 80. 
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coming after me, is preferred before me, whoſe 
ſhe's latchet I am not worthy to unlooſe. — 
The next day Jobn ſeeth Jeſus coming unto 
him, and faith, bebold the lamb of God, which 
faketh away the fin of the world. This is 
he, of whom T ſaid, after me cometh a man 
which is preferred before me; for he was 
before me. And TI hnew him not: but that he 
ſhould be made manifeſt to Tjrael ; therefore 
am I come baptizing with water. And John 
bare record, ſaying, I faw the Spirat deſ- 
cending from heaven like a dove, and it a- 
bode upon him. And I knew him not: but 
he that ſent me to baptize with water, the 
ſame ſaid unto me, upon whom thou ſcalt ſee 
the Spirit deſcending, and remaining on him, 
the ſame is he, which baptizeth with the 
Holy Ghoſt. And Tjaw, and bare record, that 
this 1s the Son of God. And again, the next 
day after, Jobm flood, and two of bis diſciples ; 
and looking upon Feſus as he walked, he faith, 
behold the lamb of God. And the two diſ- 
ciples heard him Nig and they followed 
a - *THus 


ws Joan? 1, an 19 to 57. To the ſame purpoſe ſee 
| Matt. 


Introductory C onfiderations. : 


Tus full and particular have the evan- 
geliſts been, in tranſmitting to us the ſe- 
veral proofs of the divine character of John 
the Baptiſt, and his repeated expreſs teſti- 
mony in confirmation of the divine miſſion 
of Jeſus. But at the ſame time that they 
were ſo ſollicitous to eſtabliſh the divine 
character of John, and to preſerve ſo many 
diſtin& poſitive declarations, publickly de- 
livered by him, that Jeſus Chriſt was the 
true Meffiah ; they have tranſmitted to us 
nothing more of John's other tranſactions, 
than what was abſolutely requiſite to give 
us a true ideaof his extraordinary character. 
Wr may venture to conclude then, 
that the principal intention of Jeſus's diſ- 
ciples, in making ſuch mention as they 
have of John, was, in reality, to eſtabliſh 

the divine character of their maſter, ſo 

firmly, upon his teſtimony, that all men 
rtbro him might believe. And in this it muſt 
at leaſt be confeſſed, that they acted a very 
prudent part; ſince it is impoſſible for any 
: 1 evi- 

Matt ii. 11, &c. Mark i. 7, &c. Luke ili. 1 5, Kc. 
John i. 15, &c. And more eſpecially John iii. 25 — 36. 
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evidence to be more clear, or more deci- 

ſive, than that with which the Baptiſt con- 
firmed the high pretenſions of Jeſus. 

O the other hand, we find Jeſus on 
every opportunity employing all his credit 
with the people, to perſuade them, that 

John was indeed that very divine perſon, 

which he pretended to be; and the great- 

eſt of all the prophets, that had ever ap- 

_ peared among them. The character, 
which the Baptiſt had from the beginning 
aſſumed, was the voice of one crying in the 
wilderneſs, make flraight the way of the 
Lord, as ſaid the prophet Eſaias. And 
when, upon a particular occaſion, he 
thought fit to ſend ſome of his diſciples to 
Jeſus, to aſk him publickly, whether He 

was the Meſſiah; Jeſus improved the op- 
portunity this afforded him, to addreſs the 
people in favour of John; by declaring, in 

a manner, the moſt emphatical, that John 

was a prophet ; yea, I ſay unto you, and 
much more than a prophet. Fer this is he, 

of whom it is written, behold I ſend my meſ- 
ſenger before thy face, which ſhall prepare 

| thy 


10 


Introductomy Conſiderations. | 


thy way before thee. Verily T ſay unto you, 


among them that are born of women, there _ 
hath not ariſen a greater than Jobn the 
Baptiſt. — And, if ye will recerve it, this 
ig Elias, which was for to come. He that 
bath cars to hear, let him bear.“ Full 
and frequent as John had been, in wit- 
neſſing the truth of Jeſus's pretenſions to 
the high character of the Meſſiah ; his aſ- 
ſertions, we ſee, were not more expreſs 
or emphatical, than theſe declarations of 


| Jeſus, a in which he publickly affirmed 


John to be his divine forerunner. 


Hap they not thus reciprocally ſup- 


ported each other's claims to divine inſpi- 
ration, the characters which they each 
aſſumed, were in themſelves ſo diſtinct, 
though relative to each other, that little, 
perhaps, could have been drawn from 


them alone, to eſtabliſh the truth, or de- 
tect the fal ſehood of their pretenſions. Had 


John only declared himſelf the forerun- 


ner of the Meſſiah, without pretending to 
point . out e to the people; 


and 


Matt. xi. 9, &c. 


Introductory Con federations. 


and had Jeſus left the Jews to judge en- 
tirely for themſelves, concerning the rea- 
lity of the Baptiſt's inſpiration ; the divine 
authority of Both, could not neceſſarily 
have been determined by the veracity of 
Either. But ſince we find them recipro- 
cally bearing teſtimony to the truth of 
each other's divine commiſſion ; and the 
diſciples of Jeſus appear likewiſe to have 
given us no further account of John, than 
was neceſſary to avail themſelves of his 
authority, in eſtabliſhing the credit of their 
maſter; hence we are enabled to draw 
this certain concluſion ; that they muſt 
Both have been impoſtors; or Both, in 

reality, thoſe divine perſonages, whoſe 
characters they reſpectively aſſumed. And 


this concluſion, firſt eſtabliſhed, will im- 


mediately point out a very natural method 
to bring the claims of Both to a deciſive 
examination. 15 | 

— Tarx1R mutual endeavours to perſwade 
the people into a belief in each other, muſt 
either have been the effect of ſome ſuper- 
natural knowledge, which aſſured them 
of 
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the Ocber, but his having been deluded 


Introdufory Confiderations. 


of each other's divine miſſion; or the re- 
ſult of a previous agreement between them, 
to ſupport their double impoſture. The 
nature of the caſe will not admit us to 
ſuppoſe, that Jeſus may have been the 
true Meſfiah, but John an impoſtor; or 


John, that prophet, he declared himſelf, 


but Jeſus a deceiver. Their claims to any 


thing divine muſt now ſtand or fall toge- 
ther. | 

Hap either of them alone been a coun- 
terfeit ; the true prophet, it muſt be al- 
lowed, could not have borne witneſs in 
his favour ; unleſs the other had found 


means to deceive him into a firm belief of 


the truth of his pretenſions. As the real 
meſſenger of the God of truth, could not 
be ſent into the world to ſupport a lie ; ſo 


it was impoſſible for him knowingly to 
abett the deſigns of an een de- 
ceiver. 


Ir then only One of them was real wits 


divine perſon he pretended to be, nothing 


can account for his conduct in ſupporting 


by 


I * CG onfulerations. 


by him into an opinion, that ? hat divine 
character did truly belong to him, which 
he had impiouſly aſſumed. But this ſup- 
poſition cannot be admitted in the preſent 
caſe. 


Meſſiah was an event of ſuch importance 
to the general happineſs of mankind, and 


in which, the goodneſs, veracity, and 


juſtice of God were ſo intimately con- 

cerned; that He could not be ſent into the 
world, in ſuch a manner, as would lay 
' mankind under an abſolute neceſſity to 
_ difown and reject him, without the leaſt 
fault in themſelves. The divine wiſdom 
could not therefore ſend that inſpired meſ- 
ſenger, whom he had long promiſed, 
purpoſely to prepare the Meſſiah's way 
before him; without enlightening ' him 
with that ample portion of his diſcerning 
ſpirit, which would enable him to diſtin- 
guiſh the true Meffiah, without a poſlibi- 
lity of miſtake, from every counterfeit of 
his character; or at leaſt ſecure him from 
bearing witneſs to any impoſtor. Had 


THE appearance of the long promiſed 


he. -- 
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he been ſent without this neceſſary quali- 
fication, inſtead of preparing the Meſſiah's 

way before him, he might, and in the 
preſent caſe muſt, have been the moſt ef- 
fectual obſtructor of it. He might invo- 
Iuntarily have miſapplied his divine autho- 
rity, in abetting the deſigns of an impious 
deceiver; and thus have thwarted thoſe 
eternal counſels he was ſent purpoſely to 


fulfill, through the defects of his own in- 
ſpiration. 


SUPPOSING then that the Bapriſ was in 
fact, the divine meſſenger in queſtion ; - - 


Jeſus muſt likewiſe have been the true 
Meſſiah. 
O the other hand, thould we allow 


Jeſiia to have been the long expected Meſ- 


ſiah; his teſtimony will furniſh us with as 
ſatisfactory a proof of the divine authority 
of John. Nothing can be more evidently 
abſurd, than to ſuppoſe, that a Being of 
conſummate wiſdom and power, would 
render the authority of his divine diſpen- 
ſations liable to be brought into queſtion, 
11 being connected with the ſhort- ſighted 


Sz | and 


| 


— 
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and inconſiſtent ſchemes of human impo- 
ſture. Intricate plans of deceit, eſpecially 
ſuch as affect the general intereſts of man- 
kind, and are of the moſt extenſive na- 


ture, are ever liable to be diſcovered. Nor 
have we need of any other reaſon for re- 


jecting all pretenders to divine authority, 
than the finding them deſirous to encreaſe 
their credit by the aſſiſtance of a deceiver. 
Jeſus, therefore, if he was the true Meſ- 
fiah, muſt unqueſtionably have diſtin- 
guiſhed the true Elias, from every coun- 


terfeit, who might aſſume his name: or, 


at leaſt, he muſt have refrained from 
bearing witneſs to any one, whom he did 
not infallibly know to be the divine per- 
ſon in queſtion. 
Bes1DEs, had the Baptiſt alone been 
the counterfeit, as Jeſus muſt then have 
been preceeded by ſome truly divine fore- 


runner, to whom the character which 
John aſſumed, did really belong ; Jeſus 
would undoubtedly have appealed to the 
teſtimony of that true prophet, if to any, 


| inſtead. of the falſe ; and we could never 


have 


os 
Lo 
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have found him endeavourin g to eſtabliſh 


the credit of John. 


IT is evident therefore beyond queſtion, 


that if we admit the divine miſſion of Je- 


ſus, his teſtimony will oblige us alſo to 


acknowledge the inſpiration of John. And 


thus the evidence they have borne to the 
truth of each other's divine pretenſions, 


reduces us to the neceſſity of rejecting 
them Both as impoſtors; or ſubmitting to 
Both, in thoſe very characters they aſſu- 


med, as the ſpecial meſſengers of God, 


and immediate revealers of his "Y to man- 


kind. ] | 
TEIS indiſſoluble comexion 1 
John and the Baptiſt, naturally points out 


a particular. method of eſtabliſhing the 


truth and certainty of the chriſtian reve- 


lation; in its own nature, ſtrong and con- 


cluſive; and independent of all that varie- 


ty of other arguments, by which its divine | 


original may be clearly proved. If thoſe 


particulars, which the evangeliſts have 


recorded, relating to John's birth and 
n. and ſuch others concerning 
Jeſus, 


1 atroduttory Confiderations. 


Jeſus, as are neceſſarily oonnected with 


them, will enable us to ſhew ſatisfactorily, 
that the Baptiſt himſelf could not be an 


impoſtor ; then will they afford a com- 


plete and equally ſatisfactory proof of the 


divine miſſion of Jeſus : ſince it will then 
be certain, that he could be no leſs than 
what John declared him to be, the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah, and the Son of God. 

I xx profecution of this particular point 
is the firſt and more immediate object of 
the following enquiry. But as we pro- 
ceed in it, the argument will likewiſe be 


found attended with this further, and very 


material, advantage; that in illuſtrating 
the evidence of the divine original of 


John, we ſhall at the fame time unavoid- 
ably trace out a ſeparate, direct, and e- 


qually full proof of the divine character 

of Jeſus; drawn from the nature of thoſe 
particulars, which relate immediately to 

Himſelf alone. 5 f 

Tux chief of thoſe nate. which 
muſt ſerve for the foundation of this en- 
quiry; are but few in number, and little 
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more than a ſeries of aſtoniſhing events, 
affirmed to have accompanied both the 
Baptiſt's and Jeſus's birth. But theſe, 
vhen conſidered in their ſeveral circum- 
ſtances, and neceſſary connections; and F 
when joined likewiſe with ſome remarka- 
ble particulars in the conduct of John and 
Jeſus towards each other, which muſt 
greatly contribute to their further illuſtra- 
tion; will appear, it is hoped, fully fuffi- 
cient to anſwer the end propoſed ; and af- 
ford us a proof, at leaſt, as ſatisfactory as 
in ſuch a point can rationally be deſired, 
that John was indeed a man ſent from 
God, and Jeſus gran! all " queſtion the 
true ONE: | | 
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JESUS CHRIST. 
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SEC T ION I. 

HE ſeveral en events re- Parr 85 
I ported to have accompanied the i 
conception of John the Baptiſt, 

are related by Luke as follows *. 

| There was in the days of Herod, the king 
of Fudea, a certain prieſt, named. Zacha- 
r14s, of the courſe of Abia: and his wife 
was of the daughters of Aaron, and her 
name Was u Elizabeth. And they were both 
22 rigbi- 


* Luke i. 5—25. 


The Ilene" M. 1 ons of 


Part - a before God, walki ng in all the 
2 - 
Cy Commandments and ordinances of the Lord, 


blameleſs. And they had no child, becauſe 
that Elizabeth was barren, and they both 
_ were now well firicken in years. And it 
came to paſs, that, while he executed the 
prieſts office before God, in the order of his 
courſe, according to the cuſtom of the prieft's | 


office, his lot was to burn incenſe, when he 


vent into the temple of the Lord. And the 
whole multitude of the people were praying 
without, at the time of incenſe. And there 
appeared unto him an angel of the Lord, 
ftanding on the right fide of the altar of in- 
cenſe. And when Zacharias ſaw him, he 
Was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But 
the angel ſaid unto him, fear not Zacharias: 
for thy prayer is heard, and thy wife Eli- 
zabeth ſhall bear thee a Son, and thou ſhalt 
call his Name Yohn. And thou ſhalt 
have joy and gladneſs, and many ſhall re 
| Joice at his birth. For he ſhall be great in 
the fight of the Lord, and ſhall drink nei- 
ther wine, nor firong drink ; and he ſhall be 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, even from his 


mother's 


Job Baptif 155 Te fas Crit. 21 


mother's womb. And many. of the chi ldren v TO 5 
of Tjrael ſhall he turn to the Lord their Gd. 
And he ſhall go before him in the ſpirit and 
power of Elias, to turn the. hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the diſobedient 
to the wiſdom of the juſt, to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord. And Zacha- 
rias ſaid unto the angel, whereby ſhall I 
know this? for I am an old man, and my 
wife well ſtricken in years. And the angel » 
anſwering ſai d unto him, T am Gabriel, 
that ſtand in the preſence of God: and am 
ſent to ſpeak unto thee, and to ſhew thee theſe 
glad tidings. And behold, thou ſhalt be 
dumb, and not able to ſpeak, until the day 
That theſe things ſhall be performed; becauſe 
thou believeſt not my words, which ſhall be 
 fuljilled in their ſeaſon. And the people wait- 
ed for Zacharias, and marvelled that he 
 flayed ſo long in the temple. And when be 
came out he could not ſpeak unto them: and 
they perceived that he had ſeen a viſion in 
the temple ; for he beckoned unto them, and 
remained ſpeechleſs. And it came to paſs, that 
as ſoon as the days of his miniſtration were 
C 3 0 ac- 


De Divine Miſſions of 
- accompliſhed, be departed to his own houſe. 


— And after thoſe days his wife Elizabeth con- 


cerved, and hid herſelf ſtue months, ſaying, 
thus hath the Lord dealt with me, in the 
days wherein he looked on me, to take auay 
my reproach among men. 

Tus evangeliſt having thus related the 


circumſtances of John's conception, ſtops 


here to give an account of many other 
events, no leſs aſtoniſhing, which ſoon 
after accompanied the conception of Je- 
ſus; and then goes on with the following 
| hiſtory of the birth of the Baptiſt *#, _ 
Now Elizabeth's full time came, that ſhe 
Should be delivered, and ſbe brought forth a 
ſon. And ber neighbours, and her coufins, 
beard how the Lord had ſhewed great mercy 
upon her, and they rejoiced with ber. And 
it came to paſs, that on the eigbib day they 
came to circumciſe the child ; and they called 
bim Zacharias, after the name of his father. 
Aud his mother anſwered, and ſaid, not ſo; _ 
but he ſhall be called Fohn. And they Jaid 
unto ber, e is none ity kindred that is 
called 


0 Luke i. 57 —to the * 


Pon Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt. 23 
called by this name. And they made figns Pans T. 
to his father, how he would have him called. 
And he aſked for a writing table, and wrote, 
ſaying, his name is Jobn. And they mar- 
velled all. And his mouth was opened im- 
mediately, and his tongue looſed, and he - ſpake 
and praiſed God. And fear came on all 
that dwelt round about them : and all theſe 
ſayings were noiſed abroad, throughout all 
the hill country of Fudea. And all they, 
that had heard them, laid them up in their 
hearts, ſaying, what manner of child ſhall 

this be? And the hand of the Lord was with 
him. And his father Zacharias was filled 

with the Holy Ghoſt, and prophecied, ſaying, 

Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, for he hath 

viſited and redeemed his people ; and hath 
raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us, in the 
houſe of his ſervant David, as he ſpake by the 
mouth of his holy prophets, which have been 
fince the world began. That we ſhould be 
ſaved from our enemies, and from the hand 
of all that hate us. To perform the mercy 
promiſed to our forefathers, and to remem- 

ber his boly covenant ; the oath which be 
5 ſware 


Je Divine M; ons of 


Pa 2 1 . fware to our father Abraham ; that be 
= would grant unto us, that we being delivered 


out , the hands of our enemies, might ſerve 
him without fear, in holineſs and righteouſ- 
neſs before him all the days of our life. And 
thou, child, ſhalt be called the prophet of the 
Higheſt ; for thou ſhalt go before the face of 
the Lord to prepare his ways, to give know- 
ledge of ſalvation to his people, by the re- 
| miſſion of their fins; through the tender mer- 
cy of our God; whereby the day Jpring from 
on high hath vifited us, to give light to them 
that fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of 
death; to guide our feet into the way of 
peace. — And the child grew, and waxed 
ftrong in ſpirit, and was in the deſarts until 
the day of his fhewing unto Iſrael. OY 
Suck and ſo aſtoniſhing are the parti- 
culars tranſmitted to us of the conception 
and birth of John the Baptiſt, The evan- 
geliſt himſelf, by his manner of relating 
them, ſeems to have thought they con- 
tained evidence fully ſufficient to convince 
mankind of the truth of his prophetic cha- 
racer, 8 divine inſpiration. And if 
theſe 


Jobn Baprift and Jeſus Chriſt. 


- 4 


theſe accounts may be relied on, as true po 3 I. 
hiſtories of facts, which actually came to 


paſs, in the manner they are here related; 


it muſt at once be confeſſed, that their 


teſtimony is abundantly ſufficient to aſ- 
ſure us of John's divine miſſion; and there 
can be no room to doubt whether Jeſus 
was the true Meſſiah. 


Tux appearance of an angel to Zacha- 


rias; his prophetic declaration, that things 
in the higheſt degree improbable, would 


very ſhortly be brought to paſs ; his pu- 
niſhing Zacharias, by ſtriking him inſtan- 
taneouſly dumb, for queſtioning the truth 
of what he foretold ; the ſubſequent con- 
ception and birth of John, at a time when, 
humanly ſpeaking, Elizabeth could not 


have had children; the ſudden reſtoration 


of Zacharias's ſpeech, at the period when 
the angel had declared it would be reſtor- 
ed to him ; and his breaking out into pro- 
phecies the inſtant after, through the force 
of divine inſpiration ; theſe events, con- 
| ſidered together, are ſo apparently beyond 


the power of human artifice to accompliſh, 
| „ ñ 


26 


The Divine Miſſions of 


Pa r I. that if it be allowed they really came to 


pass, all further argument is at an end. 


. the New Teſtament. 


The Baptiſt muſt at once be ſubmitted to 
as the true Elias; and Jeſus, upon his re- 


| peated teſtimony, be acknowledged the 


Son of God. 

This then is the queſtion; whether we 
have ſufficient reaſon to ſatisfy us, in a 
point of ſo great importance, that this re- 
lation of the evangeliſts is free both from 
impoſture and miſtake; and that all the 
facts contained in it are unqueſtionably 
true“? 


Ir 


Before we enter upon the argument propoſed, it 

ſeems neceſſary to premiſe, that it is not here intended to 
prove, that the goſpels were really written by thoſe 
perſons, whoſe names they bear; but, taking this fngle 
point for granted, as having been fully eſtabliſhed by 
thoſe, who have written profeſſedly upon it ; the deſign 
of this enquiry is to prove, that the facts, in queſtion, 


recorded in the goſpels, could not poſſibly be forged ; but 
munſt really have come to paſs, in the manner that they 


are there related. And this, not by arguing from any 


ſuppoſed authority of the evangeliſts, but from the very 
nature and circumſtances of their relations themſelves. 


Ehe authenticity of the goſpels may be ſeen proved at 


large by Lardner, in his Cred. of the Goſp. Hi if. and Others, 
who have ſet themſeives i to examine the canon 


John Baptiſt and Jeſus Chrift. 27 
Ix this miraculous hiſtory of the birth Pan r I 
Sect. 1 
of John is not to be relied on, as a true 
account of what did actually happen ; it 
muſt either have been invented by Luke, 
or ſome of Teſus's apoſtles, in order to 
ſtrengthen the credit of their own ma- 
ſter ; — or it muſt have been forged by 
Jobn himſelf, or ſome of his diſciples, to 
deceive the people into a belief of his di- 
vine inſpiration ; — or laſtly, it muſt have 
been a contrivance of Zacharias, and his 
affectates ; in order to paſs his Son upon 
the Jews for that honourable prophet, who 
was expected to come before-hand, to 
prepare the way of the Lord. 
Now that it could not be forged by | 
2 will very evidently appear. Tho 
e exact time of the publication of his goſ- 
pel is unknown, nor is it certain whether it 
came abroad before or after thoſe of Mat- - 
thew and Mark *; the nature and end of 
ft is indeed by much the more prevailing-opinion, 
that Luke did not write his goſpel, till after Matthew 
and Mark had written theirs. As may be ſeen in Whit- 
by's preface to Luke's goſpel, and the generality of 


com- 
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Tan EL J. the work «elf, and Luke's own words, 


The Divine M. ions | of 


WY IL oblige us to acknowledge, that it could 


not be made public immediately after the 


death of Chriſt. Till the church was fo 


enlarged, that the perſonal teſtimony of 
the apoſtles, and the eye witneſſes of Je- 
ſus's life and actions, could not often be 
had ; and their verbal accounts, through 


. a courſe of ſome time, were expoſed to 


the danger of being, even involuntarily, 
corrupted ; the evangeliſts were under no 
great neceſſity to write hiſtories of the life 
of Jeſus their maſter ; and were much 
too fully employed in making converts to 
chriſtianity, to have leiſure for compoſing 


them. In fact, Luke himſelf has ex- 


preſsly declared , that he did not com- 


pole his goſpel, tl after many had taken 


in 


commentators; and Michaelis's Introductory Lectures 


to the N. T. and more at large in Dr. Lardner's Sup- 


plement, Vol. 4. Chap. 4, &c. But Mr. Macknight 
has ſhewn, in the ſixth Preliminary Obſervation, pre- 
fixed to his Harmony of the Goſpels ; that there are not 
wanting ſeveral, and at leaſt, very ſpecious reaſons, in 
ſupport of the contrary opinion. Cee likewiſe Baſnage” 


Annal. Eccleſ. Ann, 30. 


Luke i. 1, 


Jobn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt. 


believed among tbem. This declaration, 
eſpecially when joined to the nature of the 
thing itſelf, would make it in the higheſt 
degree unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the 
goſpel in queſtion could have come abroad, 
till ſome conſiderable time after the death 


of Chriſt. And thus far all the different 


opinions about it are agreed &. 
Bur after ſuch a time had elapſed, the 
evangeliſt could not but know and conſi- 


der, that it would be impoſſible for him to 


forge a ſeries of facts, fo aſtoniſhing in 
themſelves, and of ſuch confiderable mo- 
ment, without being immediately detec- 
ted; and ruining at once the prevailing 
credit 


*The earlieſt period, that has been aſſigned for the 


publication of Matthew's goſpel, ſeems to be about eight 


years after the death of Chriſt ; and the lateſt about 


thirty years after it. See Lardner's Supplement, Vol. I. 


Chap. v. 10: Macknight's 6th Preliminary Obſer- 
vation: Michaelis's Introductory Lectures: and Ben- 
ſon's Hiſtory of che planting the Chriſtian Religion. 


So that if Luke's goſpel was really publiſhed be- 


fore Matthew's; even upon this ſuppoſition, it could 


ſcarcely be ſooner than fix or ſeven years after Jeſus's 


crucifixion, 


8 
in hand to ſet forth, in order, a declaration Pn hy I. 
of thoſe things, which were moſt aſſuredly RG 
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P 3 J. wredie of Jeſus, and all who preached in 


A his name. Could the apoſtles, from the 


firſt of their miniſtry, have appealed to ſo 


wonderful a ſeries of events, which had 


accompanied the birth of John; no man 


could poſſibly believe, that they would 


till this time have ſtudiouſly ſuppreſſed 
them; or could, through negle@, have 


forgot to relate them. For John, we have 


ſeen, bore the moſt expreſs teſtimony to 


the truth of Jeſus's pretenſions ; and we 
know likewiſe, that all the people held 
John to have been a prophet indeed. 


Tur evangeliſt therefore could not 


_ poſſibly have prefixed a relation fo aſto- 


niſhing, as this hiſtory of the birth of John, 
to his account of the life and actions of Je- 
ſus; unleſs the particulars contained in it, 


had not only been publickly Anown, and 


believed, before he wrote; but publickly 


_ taught likewiſe, by all the apoſtles, to 
every convert they had made, from their 

firſt beginning to preach the goſpel. Be- 
cauſe it was evident, that if he had; not 
only his own goſpel, but, with it, all the 


John Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt. 
pretences of his party, muſt on this very P 4 — 5 I. 
account have been univerſally explode. 

| Ne1THER can this relation have been a 
forgery concerted between all, or any of 
Feſus's diſciples, at their very firſt begin- 

ning to preach the goſpel, after Jeſus's 
death. Such a ſurpriſing ſeries of mira- 
cles ſuppoſed to have accompanied John's 

_ birth, but never made known till fo long 
a time even after his death* ; and then firft 
reported byaſet of men, whoſe intereſt was 
ſo nearly, and ſo evidently concerned 
in promoting the belief of them ; muſt 

neceſſarily have carried with it ſo ſtrong 
an appearance of impoſture, that thoſe, 
who did not reject them at once, as appa- 
rently fictitious, would no doubt have 
examined into the truth of them, with ſo 
much ſcrupulous care; that had they not 
| been founded on eee fact, their 

falſehood 

* According to Mr. Macknight, — 5 was beheaded 

before the third paſſover of Jeſus's. public miniſtry ; and 


Jeſus himſelf was put to death at the fifth. So that the 
death of Jeſus did not happen till full two years after 


that of John. Some computations make the diſtance 
greater ſtill; and i it could not be leſs. 
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3 2 
P abr L falſchood muſt have been praſently.d de- 
WY tected. 


How zealous and active "uy rulers of 
the Jews, and the whole ſynagogue con- 


tinued, for a Jong time after they had put 


Jeſus to death, in endeavouring to ſilence 
the apoſtles, and prevent even the name 


of Jeſus from being named among the 


people, is well known. At the very time, 
when the apoſtles muſt have firſt publiſh- 
ed theſe forgeries concerning the birth of 
John; if in reality they were forgeries, and 


the apoſtles the perſons who forged them; 


the chief prieſts and rulers were watching 


every opportunity to deſtroy them. Firſt 
they impriſoned Peter and John *; then 


all the apoſtles at once : not bias 


them without ſtripes, and threats of the 


ſevereſt puniſhment, if they ſtill continu- 
ed preaching 1 in Jeſus's name : and very 


ſoon after, they even put Stephen to 


death | So circumſtanced, in the midſt 


* te of the anc. Iv. 1=;. 

+ AQs of the apoſt. v. 17, 18. | 
4 Acts of the apoſt. iv. 18, e 28, De. 
| Ibid. viz- 58, 59. T 


/ 


Jobn Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt. 33 
of ſuch perſecuting foes, what can be Pe 2 J. 
more incredible, than that the apoſtles 2 
ſhould voluntarily court not only their own 
ſhame and deſtruction, but even the utter 
extinction of their maſter's credit; by 
now firſt publiſhing ſo extravagant and 
ill- grounded a forgery, as muſt neceſſarily 
make their veracity not ſuſpected only, 
but exploded, by every one of the leaſt 
judgment or reflection. 

Oz, were it conceivable, that the apoſtles 
themſelves could act ſo fooliſh a part; how 
can it be believed, that the chief prieſts and 
_ rulers would quietly acquieſce, i in ſuffering 
them to ſpread abroad theſe hitherto un- 
heard of divine revelations ; ſo evidently 
calculated to raiſe the credit of Jeſus; 
whoſe name and memory they were at 
this very time exerting all their authority 
to deſtroy? Had the circumſtances of 
John's birth, which Luke has related, 
been unknown till this time, and now firſt 
publiſhed by Jeſus's diſciples ; the ſanhe- 
drim could not have failed to make the 
| "op enquiry into the evidence alleged 
7 in 
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PAR r I. 
Sect. 1 
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The Divine Miſſions of 
in their ſupport ; and if that had 8 


inſufficient, as it certainly muſt, would 
have puniſhed the apoſtles to the utmoſt 


extent of their power; and by laying 


open their villainy to the public view, 


| have extin guiſhed for ever the _ 


the time of Jeſus's death. 


credit of the ſect. 

SINCE therefore, on the contrary, it 
appears, that though they not only threat- 
ened, but beat, and impriſoned the apo- 


tles, and even put one of them to death, 


for perſiſting to preach in the name of 
Jeſus; yet they never accuſed them of 
the leaſt forgery, in thoſe miraculous ac- 
counts of the birth of the Baptiſt, which 


they were now every where ſpreading a- 


mong their converts to chriftianity ; we 


are neceſſitated to acknowledge, that this 


account of the birth of John, which Luke 
has recorded, muſt have been publickly 
known, and univerſally believed, before 
It could not 
therefore be forged by the apoſtles, when 
they firſt began to preach the goſpel, im- 


mediately after it. 


Ir 


: Hf. 4 * 


Jobn Baptift and Jeſus Chriſt. 


ples, Jeſus himſelf muſt have been con- 
cerned with them in it, and they muſt 


jointly have publiſhed it ſoon after the 


death of John. But not to repeat argu- 


ments, which have been but this moment 
alleged; the very fame reaſons, which 


have ſhewn it impoſſible for Jeſus's diſci- 


ples to have done this, ſoon after bis 
death ; prove it equally certain, that nei- 


ther could Jeſus, in conjunction with 


them, have firſt publiſhed ſuch a forgery, 


at any time after the death of John. Be- 
cauſe the teſtimony of Jeſus more eſpe- 
cially, with that of his diſciples, would 
neceſſarily have been expoſed to all the 
ſame objections in this caſe, as the teſti- 
mony of his diſciples alone, in the former. 


SINCE therefore this account of the 
miraculous birth of John, whether we 


ſuppoſe it true or falſe, muſt have been 


publickly known and received, while 
John himſelf was alive to confirm or 


ccni it; if it was a worten wo 


D 2 muſt 


= 


If then the miraculous account under 8 I. 
conſideration was forged by Jeſus's diſci .. 
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The Divine Miſſions of © 
- muſt next ſuppoſe John himſelf to have 


2 been the true author, and chief propaga- 


tor of it. But neither could this poſſibly 


be the caſe. 


Jonx's whole character, life, and doc- 
trine, were ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed by 


a religious adherence to the very ſtricteſt 


rules of piety and virtue ; that, accord- 
ing to Joſephus, the Jews in general were 
firmly perſuaded, that particular divine 
judgments were. inflicted upon Herod for 
putting him to death *. But, not to in- 

So f At 


® Joſephus having related the total defeat of Herod's 


army, and mentioned the cauſe of it, that they were be- 


trayed by. ſome deſerters ; goes on as follows. 

Tior CO Tor Is dior ed ores owniras 700 Hos 
grearey UTo Tus Oer, x ard , T, 
KaTat e⁰ůme Is Ts STI BEZT TTV. KTEIVEL 
yag Tπνποτ Hygoſnr, ayaver avd'ga, x Ter Id, 
KSAUOYTA, Ehr ETATKOUVTAS, K TH Tos E 
184100 UVH, Kats fes Tov Oeey evorCure Spurs, 
C, gular. r Yag K TW Camntiow 
eToSerT1y auvTw gare l, pin £71 THY! ah, H 
ragalrnoe, xb err, c £0" dYVHU1E Tc Gaparter, 
drt Ju xt Tus L, Sitateoumm g, ua dag ents. 
—— Joſeph. Antiq. Jud. L. 18. 5. Ed. Havere. 
« But many among the Jews were perſuaded, that 


the deſtruction of Herod's army was owing to the parti- 


cular interpoſition of God ; who, they thought, took 
this 


Jobn Baptiſt and Feſus Clrit. 37 
fiſt on this, the ſeveral particulars related P KOT 
are of ſuch a nature, as prove beyond con- 
tradition, that theſe accounts could not 
have been firſt invented, nor even firſt re- 
lated, at any time after John's birth; and 
conſequently, that it is impoſſible for John 
himſelf, or any of his diſciples, to have 
been the contriver, or firſt propagator of 
them. 

" Zacharias 3 loſs of ſpeech, and 
his ſignifying to the people his having ſeen 
a viſion in the temple, were facts, that | 
true, muſt have been notorious to great 
numbers; z as is evident from the occaſion 

D 3 1 on 


this TW to puniſh ws as he very bighly deſerved, 
for his cruelty to John, commonly called the Baptiſt. 
For Herod had put him to death, notwithſtanding he 
was a good man, and exhorted the Jews not to come to 
his baptiſm, without firſt preparing themſelves for it, by 
the practice of virtue; by a ſtrict adherence to the rules 
of juſtice and equity in their dealings with one another; 
and by manifeſting a ſincere piety towards God. For 
their being baptized, he taught them, would then only 
be acceptable to G od, when, having firſt purified the 
mind with righteous diſpoſitions, they had recourſe ta 
baptiſm, as nothing more than an emblem of their free- 

dom from ſenſual pollutions ; not when they made * 
of it as a commutation for their ſins,” 
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The Divine M; Nons of 


_—_— which they are Laid to have happen- 
wyy= ed*®, Again, Zacharias's no leſs ſur- 


have been preſent ** that occaſion . 


priſing, inſtantaneous recovery of his 
ſpeech, at the time of John's circumciſion, 
was another fact, which, if true, muft 
have been known likewiſe at the very 
time, to no leſs than fen ſeveral relations 

of the family ; who, according to the con- 
ſtant cuſtom of the Jewiſh nation, muſt 


Now 


* Ang the people waited * Zacharias, and marvelled 


that he tarried fo long in the temple. And when he came ; 


out he could not ſpeak unto them: and they perceived that 


| he had ſeen a viſion in the temple : for he beckoned unto 


them and remained ſpeechleſs. Luke i. 21, 22. 

+ The occaſion was the circumciſion of John. And 
it came to paſs, that on the eighth day they came to circum- 
ciſe the child ; and they called him Zacharias, after the 
name of his father, &c. Luke i. 59. — Upon this oc- 
caſion the cuſtom of the Jews was as follows. 

Upon the day of circumciſion the father makes a 
feaſt, Ten muſt be the number of the invited gueſts : 
and -one or two of the learned Rabbis make a long 


prayer and ſermon at the table ; while the others freely 


ſet the glaſs about and drink plentifully. This feaſt 
they obſerve, by the example of Abraham, who made 


2 great feaſt, the ſame day that Tſaac was weaned: (Gen. 


xxi. 8.) they pervert the text, and ſay, when he was 
circumciſed.” Lewis's Heb, Antiq. B. 4. Ch. 1 


The 


John Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt, 39 
Now it is inconceivable, that an im- 5 PR I. 
e ſhould chooſe to forge ſuch facts as. 
theſe, the falſehood of which might pre- 
ſently be detected; and add likewiſe, that 
the whole country round about was, at 
the very time, made acquainted with, and 
ſurpriſed at them ; when, if the facts 
themſelves were not true, it would imme- 
_ diately have appeared, upon enquiry, that " 
none of the neighbouring inhabitants had. 
ever heard any thing of them. And 
fear came on all that divelt round about them; 
and all theſe ſayings (that is, all theſe tranſ 
410 ons r) were noiſed abroad, throughout 
D "RE... all 


'The number of perſons to be invited to this feaſt, at 
the circumciſion, was not limited to ten; but there was 
always to be ten at the leaft. Buxtorf. Syn. Jud. cap. 2. 

* Luke 1. 65, 66. 

+ To prevent any ſuſpicion of having interpreted this 
paſſage in a more comprehenſive ſenſe, than it ought to 
be taken in; it is proper to obſerve, that the words in 
the original are, — TayT4 Ta gnpare Tera: which 
in the tranſlation are rendered, all theſe /ayings.” 
Now it is certain, that T ,v & fignifies indifferently _ 
things as well as words ; and is as often uſed for the for- 
mer, as the latter. Thus in this very chapter, ver. 37. 

Ovi ove. aSuyarin Taz To Oe ney gnpe: in the 


wanſlation, For with Cod nothing gli be . 1 
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PART I. 
Sect. 1 


The Divine Miſſions of 
all the hill country of Fudea. And all they - 


hat heard them laid them up in their hearts, 
ſaying, what manner of child ſhall this be? 


Unleſs theſe events had apparently come to 


paſs, in the manner, and at the time, 


they are related to have happened; they 
could not at that time have been noiſed 
abroad through the neighbouring country; 
nor could John himſelf, or his aſſociates, 
at any time afterwards have ventured to 
aſſert that they were. 

THe nature of the facts themſelves was 


fo ſurpriſing, that, upon this account alone, 


ſome remembrance of them muſt have 
been preſerved, in the neighbourhood ' 

= ” where 
And in chap. ii. ig. AcAJoper fn tos Bud Age, err 
her To nie TOUT To , 0 0 Kupio; e ,, 


nv. Let us go now even unto Bethlehem, and ſee this 
thing, ewhich is come to paſs, which the Lord hath made 


| bnown unto us. From theſe inſtances only it is ſufficient- 


- 


ly plain, that in the paſſage before us, ar Te gn ⁰Z 
ra TavTe, would have been more properly tranflated, 
<« all theſe events ;”” inſtead of, © all theſe fayings ;* 

and that Luke meant by them, not only Zacharias's 
prophetical declaration, but all the fats he had juſt been 
relating. See more on the word 2 in Hamm. on 


Matt. 2. — Wolf. Cur. Phil. in Luc. i. 37. — Gataker 


de Stylo N. T. p. 146. — Roſs's Eſſay for a new 
Tranſl. ws Le Cene) p. 2. ch. 4. 


Jobn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chrif. 


where Zacharias had lived, had they real- Paz I. 
Sect. 
ly happened, much later than it was poſ- 3 


ſible for John himſelf, or any of his diſ- 
ciples while he was living, to have con- 
trived and publiſhed theſe accounts. The 


hiſtory of ſo many divine revelations, re- 


flecting ſuch ſignal honour upon all thoſe, 
to whom they had been made, muſt with- 
out doubt have been preſerved in the fa- 
mily, with great care, at leaſt as long as 
the perſon, whom they immediately con- 
| cerned, was alive. The hopes and ex- 
pectations of ſeeing them accompliſhed 
in John's future life and actions, muſt 
have kept them in remembrance among 
Zacharias s friends and relations at leaſt; 
and rendered it abſolutely impoſſible for 
the memory of them to have been loſt, 
while there was a poſſibility remaining of 
ſeeing them one day fulfilled. | 
No ſooner, it is related, had Zacha- 
rias ſignified, that his ſon ſnould be named 
John; than his ſpeech was perfectly reſto- 
red, and he was immediately filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt, or at leaſt pretended to 


The Divine Miſſions of 


P, oy 5 be fo, and prophecied: foretelling, be- 
— fides the ſpeedy coming of the Meſſiah 


himſelf, and the glories of his reign, that 
bis own ſon, at that time but a few days 
old, was ſent to diſcharge the office of 
his immediate forerunner. 

So unexpected a prediction, Ae 
by Zacharias, after having been, as he 
pretended, for ſo long a time miraculouſ- 
ly ſtruck dumb, and but the inſtant be- 
fore as miraculoufly reſtored to ſpeech; 
and this too concerning a child, born to 
him when he could have no hopes of 
children; and to whom he had juſt given 
a name, in oppoſition to the deſire of all 
his relations preſent, and the prevailing 
cuſtom of his country; fuch a prophecy, 
pronounced in circumftances ſo remark- 
able, and full of promiſes ſo defireable, 
could not have been forgot in John's life 
time, had it really been. delivered; nor 
could John's affirming ſuch a ftory have 
been able to procure it belief, if it has not 
. boot remembered. s ? 


Ir 


Fohn Bopri and Teſus Chriſt. 
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I,, therefore, upon enquiry, when John P en 1 I 
aſſumed his public character, no account, * 


not even the leaſt tradition, of theſe mi- 


racles and prophecies could be learned 
from the family of Zacharias, and the 


neighbourhood * where he lived; and if 
they were forgeries of John's own, or any 
of his diſciples, it is evident this muſt have 


been the caſe ; they muſt at once have 
been e exploded. John's own 
reputation muſt have been abſolutely 


blaſted ; nor would the hiſtorians of Jeſus 
have dared afterwards to publiſh theſe re- 


lations, in order to ſupport the credit of 
their maſter. On the contrary, it muſt 


It may not be.improper to take notice, on this oc- 
caſion, that the Jews were from the beginning ſettled in 
their poſſeſſions, according to their tribes and families. 
(See M. Lowman's Civil Government of the Hebrews, 
ch. 4.) By this means a whole neighbourhood, being 
in ſome meaſure related to each other, muſt have been 
more nearly connected, than in other countries; where 


no fuch regulation had originally taken place ; and their 


| tribes were not kept diſtinct. And, on this account, it 


muſt have been looked on as ftill more highly incredi- 
ble, that the neighbourhood, where Zacharias had lived, 
could at this time be found abſolutely ignorant of any 
ſuch aſtoniſhing events as thoſe before us; had they ever 
really come to paſs, and been related among them. 
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44 De Divine Miſſions of 
P "ob T I. 1 been their deſire, by all means, to- 
A tally to ſuppreſs all memory of them; 
ſince any known falſehood in John muſt 
ſo neceſſarily bring the credit of Jeſus into 
queſtion. Not to ſay, that in this caſe it 
would have been impoſſible for the credit 
of Jeſus to have outlived that of John. 

Bu beſides this concluſive argument, 
drawn from the ſeveral circumſtances at- 
tending the ſuppoſed. revelations them-, 
ſelves; it appears, on many other ac- 
counts, abſolutely impoſſible for them to 

have been forged by John himſelf, or con- 
ſequently by his diſciples. 
Ix muſt at once be allowed, that before 

he could contrive, or enter upon a deſign 
ſo intricate, fo bold, and ſo iniquitous, he 
muſt, at leaſt, be drawing very near to 
man's eſtate. This is the very earlieſt 
period we can poſſibly aſſign for it. He 
could not then begin to publiſh theſe ſto- 
ries, in order to prepare people for re- 
ceiving him, in that divine character, 

which he muſt have intended afterwards 
to aſſume, till he was at leaſt about twen- 
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ty years of age. Now, at this time, ei- Par pe I. 
ther Zacharias and Elizabeth, and all the 3 
ten perſons, who had been preſent at the 
feaſt of John's circumciſion, about twenty 
years before, muſt have been ſtill alive; 
or elſe only ſome of them were yet living; 
— or laſtly, they muſt all have been al- 
ready dead. And whichever of theſe ſup- 
poſitions we may chooſe to embrace, it 
will be found incredible, that John could 
attempt ſetting on foot ſuch an impoſture, 
at this time; or, if he had attempted it, 
that he could have eſcaped immediate and 
public detection. | 
Ir Zacharias and Elizabeth, and all 
thoſe who had been preſent at their ſon's 
circumciſion, were yet alive; it is evi- 
dent, that John could not attempt to pub- 
liſh any forgeries of his own, giving an 
account of ſuch remarkable revelations, 
as having been made to all of them, ſo 
many years before ; unleſs he had firſt ſe- 
duced them all to corroborate his relation, 
with their own evidence; and conſpire 
with him in the proſecution of the whole 
| plot. | Bur 
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Dow what an extravagant and incredi- 


* ble ſuppoſition is this! Was it poſſible for 


John to entertain a deſign of engaging 
bis very parents themſelves, perſons of 
ſuch virtuous converſation as he knew 
them to be, in ſo wicked an impoſture ? 
Could he conceive hopes, that they, who, 
he well knew, had ever walked in all the 
Commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameleſs *, would encourage, and even 


As it is not allowable here to take the good cha- 
racter of Zacharias and Elizabeth upon truſt, it is neceſ- 
fary to obſerve, that the circumſtances of the caſe will 
prove the characters given of them to be true; without 
conſidering Luke's relation as of any authority, on his 
own account. — It has juſt now been proved, that if the 
circumſtances of John” s birth, related by Luke, had been 
Forged ; they could not however be forged, and firſt 
made known, either by Luke himſelf, or any of gern: 8 
_ diſciples, after the death of ſeſus; or by Jeſus, in c 
jun&on with his own, or John's diſciples, after John's O 
death. This being the caſe, it neceſſarily follows, that 
the particulars concerned, even if they were forged, muſt 
Have been made known, at the lateſt, while John was 
yet alive. It is evident likewiſe, that theſe particul 
were of ſo marvellovs a nature, that whenever they w * 
firſt related, they would undoubtedly cauſe many, and the 
chief prieſts more eſpecially, to recollect, or enquire into, 
the received characters of Zacharias and Elizabeth; who 
were repreſented as ſo intimately concerned in them. And 

| | ke 


Jobn Baptif and Feſus Cbriſt 1 


aſſiſt him, in the moſt i impious of all un- P A 5 75 J. 


dertakings? Or could he imagine, that 
among 


as this, we have ſeen, muſt have been while John was yet 
alive ; and, conſequently, long before the received cha- 
racers of Zacharias and nua could be forgot, in 
the neighbourhood where they had lived; hence it ap- 
pears, that the reputation they had really maintained, 
© whether good or bad, muſt have been ſo well known 
and eſtabliſhed during the public miniſtry of John ; that 
it could not be in the power of Luke to ib a falſe 
character to them, and above all, one ſo remarkably 
good, "ap > came to write his goſpel ſome years af- 
terwards.*— Beſides, it would be manifeſtly abſurd to 
ſuppoſe, that the people in general, or the chief prieſts | 
in particular, ſhould not enquire who John was, and 
from what parents he aroſe ; when firſt he began to bap- 
tize, and drew all orders about him. Curioſity alone 
would lead the generality to make this enquiry ; and the 
chief prieſts, muſt have done it on other motives. Nor 
could they poſlibly remain ignorant of the true characters 
of Zacharias and Elizabeth; ſinge all the other prieſts, 
who had lived in the ſame neighbourhood with them, 
muſt certainly have known very well, what reputation 
they had in fact maintained; and were the very perſons, 
to whom the chief prieſts and rulers would have applied, 
for information about them. — On both theſe accounts 
therefore it muſt be allowed, that that exemplary cha- 
2 which Luke has without ſcruple aſcribed to Za- 
arias and Elizabeth, could be no other, than what had 
1 been admitted as their true character; but more 
eſpecially from the time, when John began firſt to bap- 
tize; at which time, it is certain, no falſe account of 
chem would have been ſuffered by the chief _ to 


gain ground. 
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48 De Divine Miſſons of 
bane L among no leſs than ten of his father's 
NL ſele& friends, and two of them Rabbis, 
whom he had choſen to rejoice with him, 
at the feaſt for the circumciſion of an un- 
expected fon; there ſhould not be one, 
who ſhould have common honeſty enough 
to refuſe becoming an accotnplice in ſo 
wicked a conſpiracy? Nothing can further 
exceed the bounds of credibility, than 
this ſuppoſition would; except what we 
muſt at the ſame time ſuppoſe, in order 
to convict John of the forgery in debate 3 
that he not only determined to attempt 
corrupting them, but actually ſucceeded. 
Tuovon the evangeliſts have given us 
no account of thoſe perſons, who were 
preſent at the Baptiſt's circumciſion ; the 
occaſion of the meeting itſelf is ſufficient 
to gonvince us, that they muſt certainly 
have been perſons of good moral charac- 
ters, and virtuous reputations. Zacha- 
rias called them together, in compliance 
with the cuſtom of his country, to re 0 
with him, for the birth of a ſon, born 
alter he had loſt all hopes of having chil- 
_ dren. 


2 Baprif and 7 2 Chriſt. 


dren. 


have given ſo much pleaſure to Zacharias, = 


and more eſpecially to Elizabeth *. that 


it cannot be doubted, but they Would 
certainly invite ſuch of their moſt inti- 
mate friends to rejoice with them upon it, 


as would render the family meeting as 


ſatisfactory as poſſible. Whoever they 


were then, that met to rejoice with Za- 
charias upon this occaſion ; they could 


not be any of his meer common acquain- 
tance ; perſons whoſe lives and converſa- 


tions he might- know but little of, and be 
as little ſollicitous about ; but, on the con- 
trary, they muſt have been ſuch of his 
beſt friends and relations, as he knew 
would take part moſt ſincerely in his re 
ſent ſatisfaction. 


Now from hence it is certain, that they 


muſt have been perſons of integrity, and 
unblemiſhed reputation. 


n could have formed his moſt inti- 
A > mate 
. See Luke * 24, 25. 


For how can 
it be imagined, that a prieſt, who had 
maintained to old age an exemplary, cha- 
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This was an event, which muſt Pan's I. 
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Parr I. mate connections, with perſons of 8 
N doned principles, and diſſolute lives ? 
How is it poſſible he ſhould have formed 
8 and kept up an intimate cor- 
reſpondence, with thoſe, whoſe company 
would have been a diſgrace to his profeſ- 
fion, and whoſe conduct muſt have been 
oppoſite to his own? Had he conducted 
himſelf in this manner, he could neither 
have acquired, nor preſerved, that virtu- 
ous reputation, which he died poſſeſſed of. 
He was now.likewiſe arrived at that advan- 
ced time of life, when other cauſes of inti- 
macy loſe their influence, and good men 
value their friends, more than ever, for the 
Internal diſpoſition and good principles of 
the heart. Thoſe friends therefore, whom 
Zacharias ſelected to rejoice with him up- 
on this occaſion, we may reſt ſatisfied muſt 
have been, like himſelf and Elizabeth, 
perſons of approved probity and worth. . 
WHAT then can be more incredible, 
than that John ſhould imagine he could 
prevail with no leſs than; #wwelve perſons, 
of ſuch worthy chatacdert as his pon 
and 
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and their friends W were, to be- ys RT Ny 
come, all on the ſudden, extravagantly . —.— 
wicked, and aſſiſt him in the proſecution — 
of a moſt impious impoſture? And even 
had it been poſſible for him to have re- 
ſolved upon attempting this; by what 
ſtrange fatality could it happen, that they 
ſhould all, without exception, approve 
his wicked deſigns; and all become at 
once ſo hardened in iniquity, that neither 
the cuſtomary ſtings of remorſe, nor even 
the ſeverer terrors of a death-bed, ſhould 
| Induce any one of them, ever after, to 
make confeſſion of his crime ? No expedi- 
ents whatever can render ſuch ſuppoſitions 
even in the very loweſt degree credible, 
or capable of being allowed. 
Ap what views of advantage could 
Jahy have to propoſe to his parents and re- 
lations, in order to engage them in fo ini- 
quitous an undertaking ; which on ſo ma- 
ny other accounts, it muſt have appeared. 
to him plainly impoſlible for them to ap- 
prove? Some ſurely he muſt have thought 
neceſſary for this end: and yet his de- 
„„ lien. 
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P an 7 1. ſign, planned as we muſt ſuppoſe him to 
have planned it, could not admit of any. 


Tux prophecies and revelations which 
they atteſted, and which muſt either have 


been his contrivance alone, or the joint 


produce of all, were ſuch as would at all 


times have made it requiſite for him to 
refuſe all earthly power and honours. He 
was to be great indeed &; but then it was 
to be 7n the fight of the Lord, not of man. 
His life and manners were to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from thoſe of other men ; but in- 
ſtead of being rendered remarkable by a 


more ſplendid poſſeſſion of human enjoy- 


ments; he was to drink neither wine nor 


| ſtrong drink; and to live in a continued 


courſe of abſtinence and .mortification. 
He was to aſſume the character of an in- 


ſtructor of mankind; but far from being, 


to poſſeſs the allurements of human wiſ- 


dom and philoſophy; be was 10 be filled 


with the Holy Ghoſt from his mother's womb. 
He was to preach the doctrine of repen- 
tance ; of all others the moſt directly cal- 


culated 
Be PS 7. 15. 


John Baptiſt and Feſus Chrift. 53 
| culated to draw upon him a general hatred Pan w 1 
and averſion; and, to give knowledge of ſal- es 
vation to THAT people who valued them- 
ſelves ſo highly on being the ſons of Abra- 
ham, by the remiſſion of their fins. In fine, he 
was profeſſedly to renounce the high cha- 
racter of the Meſſiah ; and to lay claim to 
no other honour, than that of a meſſenger; 
who was to prepare his way before him, in 
the reſerved, and retired manner of Elias. 
Tus being the plot he contrived, if it 
was indeed a plot of his own contrivance; 
what rewards could he poſſibly propoſe to 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, and their friends, 
ſufficient to induce them to embark in fo 
iniquitous an impoſture ? It is evident he 
could have none to offer. And to ſuppoſe 
_ notwithſtanding, that he could think it poſ- 
fible, that ſo many perſons of virtuous re- 
putation ſhould all agree to join in carrying 
on ſo wicked, and, at the ſame time, ſo uſe- 
| leſs a deſign; and in conſequence of this 
opinion, that he could attempt to ſeduce 
them; and further, that, in fact, they all 
heartily embraced it, and ever after ad- 
1 hered 
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Parr 1. hered to it; would be contradicting the 
* firſt principles of common ſenſe, and all 


experience; and utterly confounding all 


diſtinction between falſehood and truth. 
Bur incredible as the ſuppoſition muſt 


undoubtedly be allowed, let us ſuppoſe 


theſe twelve perſons, of unblemiſhed inte- 
'grity, to have become, all at once, the moſt 


accompliſhed impoſtors. Even this con- 


ceſſion itſelf will not yet make it poſſible 
For the impoſture in debate to have been 
| firſt contrived, and thus ſet on foot by the 


Baptiſt. For, had it been his | contrivance, 
even the joint teſtimony of all theſe in 

its ſupport, would have been utterly in- 
ſufficient to prevent it from being preſently 


. exploded. 


IT has been already obſerved, that John 


muſt at leaſt have arrived at man's eſtate, 


before he can be conceived capable of en- 
tering upon ſuch a deſign. So that, what- 
ever aſſociates he might then engage in it, 
, muſt fill that time have been totally igno- 
rant of every particular of-the plot ; and, 
conſequently, could neyer have made men- 

| | 5 tion 


Fohn Baptiſt and Fefus Chriſt. . 55 
tion of any of theſe divine revelations, as Parr . 
having accompanied the birth of John, = 
during the long interval of about twenty 
years, which muſt have elapſed ſince he 
was born. But after ſuch a ſilence as this, 
had they all agreed to publiſh relations of 
any ſuch miraculous events; it cannot be 
doubted, what muſt have been the ſucceſs 
of ſo fookſh an attempt to impoſe _—_— 
the common ſenſe of mankind, 
Wno could poſſibly have given credit 
to ſtories of ſo extraordinary a nature; 
which, if related at the very firſt, requir- 
ed to have been ſo well atteſted ; when 
it ſhould appear, that not one of thoſe 
witneſſes, upon whoſe teſtimony only 
they muſt ſtand or fall, had ever made 
the leaſt mention of them, for ſuch a ſe- 
ries of years? It would have been utterly 
impoſſible for any of them, and more ef- 
pecially for Zacharias, to account ſatiſ- 
factorily for their entirely ſuppreſſing ſuch 
events, at the time they came to paſs; 
when aſtoniſhment alone would have led 
* honeſt undeſigning ſpectator to re- 
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veal tam, ; as well as for making n 


ne known at laſt, when they were plainly 


calculated to ſerve an intereſted view, af- 


ter having ſo long ſuppreſſed them. Such 


a conduct, it muſt have been clear to all, 
could have proceeded from nothing leſs 


than ſome diſhoneſt agreement between 
them ; and conſequently, muſt have de- 
prived their teſtimony of all regard, how- 
ever credible witneſſes they es ocher⸗ 


wiſe have been. 


WHAT more natural, nay, what more 
un avoidable, than this enquiry ; how ſo 
many honeſt men could have agreed a- 
mong themſelves, abſolutely to ſuppreſs 


ſuch extraordinary revelations of, the will 
of God, as, according to their own ac- 


count of them, it was of the utmoſt im- 
portance, ſhould: be , publiſhed to man- 
kind? He Shall be great, ſaid the I to 
Zacharias, in the fight of the Lord; 

and many of the children of Iſrael ſtall So . 


turn to the Lord their God. And be ſhall 


go before him, in the ſpirit and power of 
Eliat; to turn the hearts of the fathers ta 


the 


1 
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the children, and the di ſobedient to the wiſe PA a I. 
dom of the juſt, to make ready a people pre- kpc os | 


fared for the Lord. Zacharias himſelf 


too pr ophecied, And thou child ſhalt 'be 


called the prophet of the higheſt, for thou 
ſhalt go before the face of the Lord to pre- 


' pare his ways, to give knowledge of ſalua- 


tion to his people, by the remiſſion of their 
ins +, Theſe were diſpenſations, which, 
the moſt ſimple could not but at once per- 

ceive, required the proofs of John's divine 
commiſſion to be publiſned to mankind. 
It muſt therefore have occurred to every 


one, that whoever could agree among 
themſelves to ſuppreſs thoſe miraculous 


events, by which alone theſe diſpenſations 
could be confirmed; muſt have been per- 
| ſons of no leſs abandoned principles, than 
ſuch as could deliberately combine toge- 
ther, to oppoſe the merciful diſpenſations 
of God, and obſtruct the univerſal happi- 
neſs of man. So that had it been poſſible 
for John 1 to have entered upon, 

| | nd 


lake i. 1. . 
T Ibid, 1, 76, 77. 
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8 engaged his parents and relations in 
ſo ſooliſh a deſign; their long unavoidable 


ſilence, with regard to all theſe aſtoniſhing 
events, which they muſt now at length 

Have atteſted, was abundantly ſufficient to 
prevent any one from paying 2 leaſt re- 
you to their reports. 

Azovx all the reſt ; the credit of Za 
— and Elizabeth, though hitherto 
unſuſpeted, muſt on this account have 
been effectually deſtroyed. : For every 
honeſt motive, that could poſſibly influ- 
ence their conduct upon ſuch an occaſion, 
would have conſpired together, in forcing 
them to publiſh theſe divine revelations, 

had they ever really been made. If he was 
a man of 1 ity and virtue, he could not 
e F have 
= I Nay, their G would not ow kave been 
rejected on all theſe accounts; but their characters 
would unavoidably have become infamous, in the judg- 
ment of all the people. For among the Jews, all ſuch as 
concealed any revelations, that had been made to them, 
were locked upon. as one particular ſpecies of falſe 
prophets ; and they believed that God would execute 
ſevere ＋ upon them, as ſuch. — See Selden de 


Synedr. Eb. l. 2. c. 6. And Lewis's Heb. * 
B. 2. 16. 
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have reſolved to conceal from mankind, 22 
ſuch ſingular manifeſtations of the over. 

ruling providence of God. If a prieſt of 
piety and religion, he could not have dared 
to withhold from his whole nation, thoſe 
divine revelations concerning his on ſon 
the very ſubſtance of which evidently 
ſhewed, that God certainly deſigned them 
to be made known to all. As a deſcen- 
dant of Abraham, and an inheritor of the 
promiſes made-to his forefathers, he could 
not but have been extremely defirous to 
be the firſt publiſher of tht joyful tidings 
of the long expected Meſſiah; he could 
not but have rejoiced exceedingly at the 
high honour conferred upon himſelf, in 
bleſſing him with a ſon to be the Mefliah's 
immediate forerunner. And on all theſe 
accounts together, if he was not prevented 
by any diſhoneſt deſigns, he muſt have 
burned with impatience, to make known 
to all the neighbourhood, where he lived, 
theſe certain aſſurances of the approaching 
deliverance of their whole nation, and his 
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TRE deſire even of encreaſing his own 


HY reputation, muſt have concurred with his 


regard to virtue and religion, and forced 


him to make known ſuch miraculous re- 


velations, had they really accompanied 
the birth of his ſon. Theſe conſiderations 


likewiſe' were ſo far from remote; that 


they muſt naturally have occurred to eve- 
Ty Jeu, upon the firſt mention of the caſe. 
So that, though for argument's ſake, we 

ſhould ſuppoſe Zacharias, and all the reſt, 


to have entered into a plot to bear witneſs 


to theſe revelations, at the inſtigation of 
John; this ſingle circumſtance, chat they 
had never made the leaſt mention of them, 


for the long interval of near twenty years, 


after they were affirmed to have come to 
paſs, muſt effectually have betrayed the 


impoſture, and cauſed it to be . 
exploded.” J 


Tus it appears ne tir John 


himſelf to have been the contriver of any 
ſuch impoſture, as that in queſtion; if we 
ſuppoſe his parents, and all thoſe who had 


been N at his . to have 
been 


John Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt, 6 
been ſtill living, when he was capable of Pa p< Sing 
contriving it. 

Ir now we ſuppoſe, what is far more 
probable to have been the caſe, that only 

ſome of them remained alive, when John 
may be thought capable of forming ſuch 
a deſign; the impoſſibility of his ſetting 
the plot on foot, without its being pre- 
ſently rejected, becomes more evident 
than before. For, in addition to all the 
arguments already alleged, which muſt 
have effectually deſtroyed the credit of 
ſuch of them as were yet alive, to publiſh 
theſe relations; the abſolute filence of all 
thoſe, who had even died without ever 
making mention of ſuch miraculous e- 
vents, would have rendered it ſtill more 
apparent, that no ſuch revelations had ever 
really been made. That thoſe, who now at 
length atteſted them, ſhould have con- 
cealed them ſo long, was what no man 
could believe; but that any of thoſe, who 
were preſent when they happened, ſhould 
even die without revealing them, was 
doubly incredible. ST} 
| Can 


3 


62 Dye Divine Miſſions of © 
ayes 2 L Can it appear poſlible then, for John 
9 to have ſucceeded better in the ſuppoſed 
deſign; if, in the laſt place, w ſhould 
| imagine, that Zacharias and Elizabeth, 
and all, who had been preſent at his cir- 
cumciſion, were dead before he entered 
upon it? Could he take advantage of the 
death of all, and ſucceſsfully publiſh ſuch 
forgeries as theſe ; when there were no 
longer any witneſſes to be had, who could 
expreſsly declare his pretenſions to be falſe? 
On the contrary, it is apparent from what 
has juſt now been ſaid, that this ſuppoſi- 
tion, the only one remaining, muſt be, of 
all, the moſt unfavourable for his plot. 
For, could John himſelf have been fooliſh 
enough to lay claim to a divine character, 
upon the meer ſtrength of theſe pretended 
revelations; at a time, when he himſelf 
was the only perſon, who aſſerted he had 
ever heard a ſyllable of them ; and when 
every one of thoſe perſons to whom, he 
faid, they had been made, were at length 
dead ;. and dead too, without having ever 
revealed the leaſt hint concerning them ; 
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doned of all impoſtors. 


John Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt. 
it is apparent he muſt at once have been 
rejected, as the moſt ſhameleſs and 2 


be no room for this deciſive objection. 
And thus, to convince us that theſe reve- 
lations, ſaid to have accompanied the con- 


ception and birth of John, were undoubt- 
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PART I. 


Sect. 1. 


SINCE therefore, on the other 3 it 
is certain, that John was not only eſteemed 
a true prophet, by the people in general ; 
but that even the phariſces themſelves, his 
avowed and early enemies, had no ſuch 
argument to allege againſt his pretenſions 
to a divine commiſſion ; it muſt neceſſa- 
rily be acknowledged, that there could 


edly 


It would be idle to ſuppoſe here, that John might 
ſuborn witneſſes to corroborate his own teſtimony, by 
aſſerting, that they had heard of theſe revelations, as 
well as himſelf; and that by this means his account 
might gain ground. For, not to infiſt on the great ap- 
parent difficulty and danger of ſuch an attempt, it muſt 
have been utterly impoſſible for John to have procured 
ſuch a number, as would by any means have been ſuffi- 


dient to give even an air of probability to their relations; 


while the contradictory evidence of others, of no leſs 
authority, muſt have effectually prevented their teſtimony 
from being received, after ſo long- an n had 


clapſed as that of twenty years. 
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_ edly noiſed abroad,” by Zacharias and his 


friends concerned in them, throughout all 
the hill-country of Judea, immediately af 


| 
| 
| 
i 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| iu. Joon 8 circumcifion ; ; and conſequently, 
that it is abſolutely impoſſiple for them to 
1 been forged by John himſelf, or any 
perſons; at all connected with him, fer 
that time; we. have, at once, the expreſs 
aſſurance, of the evangeliſt, the obvious 

nature gf. the 1 itſelf, and the un- 

8 jonable teſt . of che "or ene 
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SECTION II. 


HE miraculous events, ſaid to have Par I. 
accompanied the birth of the Bap- 
tift, having thus approved themſelves ſuch 


as could not poſſibly be forged, either by 
Luke, or any of Jeſus's diſciples, after 


John's death; or by John himſelf, or 


any one elſe in conjunction with him, ſe- 
veral years after his birth ; there remains 
but one ſuppoſition more, which can poſ- 
ſibly account for them on the foot of an 
impoſture. 

Ir the events in 1 did not really 


come to paſs, in that ſupernatural man- 


ner in which they are related; then the 


whole muſt have been a plot, concerted | 


before the Baptiſt's birth, between his pa- 
rents Zacharias and Elizabeth, and who- 
ever elſe ſhall appear to have been con- 
cerned with them in carrying it on. And 


all this muſt have been contrived purpoſely 7 


to impoſe their ſon upon the Jews for that 
6 * whom * expected God would 
F We ſend 
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Per r I. 1. ſend to proclaim the coming of the Meſ- 
Sect. 2 | 


* is now therefore neceſſary to conſi- 
der, whether his ſuppoſition is at all more 
capable of being admitted, than either of 
the former. And to proceed in this en- 
quiry with clearneſs and certainty, it will 
be requiſite, in the firſt place, to take a 
full view of the whole ſcheme of that 
impoſture, in the proſecution of which, 
Zacharias muſt, on this ſuppoſition, have 
been engaged; as well as to know cer- 
tainly, what aſſociates he muſt have been 
connected with, in carrying it on. 

Turs done, we may be enabled to de- 
termine the truth or falſehood of the ſup- 
poſition itſelf; from conſidering the nature 
of the ſuppoſed deſign; the circumſtances 
and fituation of all the perſons concerned; 

and the manner in which, it ſhall appear, 
they muſt actually have conducted it. 
Fron if the ſeveral circumſtances of all 
| thoſe, who, on this ſuppoſition, muſt 
have contrived the plot in queſtion, ſhould 
make it incredible for them to have been 


en- 


John Baptiſt and Jeſus Chrift 67. 
engaged in ſuch an undertaking ; — if, 9 I. 
beſides, the ſuppoſed impoſture itſelf . 
ſhould prove ſo abſurd in its own nature, 
as to make it impoſſible to believe, that 
any one could be fooliſh enough to have 
planned it out; — and again, if ſeveral 
particulars ſhould occur in the progreſs of 

it, ſuch as could not poſſibly have been 
adopted by them, if they had; — Zacha- 
rias, and all concerned, muſt be acquit- 
ted of all ſuſpicion of deceit; and the pro- 
phetic character of the Baptiſt will be com- 
pletely eſtabliſhed. | 

Br laying together ſome circumſtances 
of importance in the caſe, it will imme- 
diately be ſeen, that if Zacharias was 
really engaged in the contrivance we have 
juſt been ſuppoſing, he could not be the 
only perſon who planned, and carried it 

on. On the contrary it will be found, 
that whatever forgeries were made public 
by Zacharias and Elizabeth relating to 
John; Joſeph and Mary muſt not only 
have been thoroughly acquainted with, 
* acceſſories to them; but the plot it- 
WF * 2 ſelf, 
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68 The Divine Miſſions of 
E IS . ſelf, muſt, from the beginning, have been 
8 concerted between them all. | 
I, Will appear likewiſe, that if the im- 
poſture ſuppoſed with regard to John, had 
any real exiſtence, this alone was not the 
whole deſign Zacharias muſt have been 
engaged in concerting ; but there muſt 
have been, at the fame time, a fimilar | 
plot laid, and put in execution, relating 
to Mary's ſon; in the projection and ſup- 
port of which, Zacharias and Elizabeth 
muſt have been jointly engaged with Jo- 
ſeph and Mary themſelves. The truth 
of theſe aſſertions will preſently appear. 
SUPPOSING all the circumſtances re- 
corded of John's birth, to have been no 
more than the ſeveral particulars of a deep 
laid impoſture ; Zacharias, we find, en- 
| tered upon his deſign, by pretending to 
have ſeen an angel in the-temple, who 
foretold even the conception, as well as 
the birth of his ſon ; ' commanding Zacha- 
rias, when the time came, to name him 
John; and declaring him ordained of God 


to be the immediate forerunner of the 
IE: Meſſiah. 
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Mefliah. That to prevent people from EA RT 8 
queſtioning the truth of ſo extraordinary — 


a revelation, he immediately feigned him- 
ſelf dumb; ſignifying, that the angel had 
deprived him of ſpeech, for a certain pe- 
riod, which he aſſigned; as a punith- 


ment for his having doubted: the truth of 


this aſtoniſhing prediction. That, in due 
time after this, his wife Elizabeth was 
delivered of a ſon, as he pretended the 
angel had foretold ſhe ſhould be. That 
to confirm ſtill further the angels appear- 
ance in the temple, which was to ſerve 
for the foundation of the whole impoſ- 
ture ; Zacharias, at his ſon's circumciſion, 
named him John : and immediately pre- 
tending to have had his ſpeech inſtanta- 
neouſly reſtored, according to the angel's 
pretended declaration, he began to return 
thanks to God for his gracious diſpenſa- 
tions. And, in fine, to give a ſtill ſtronger 
ſanction to the future divine character of 
his ſon, and to cover the whole plat with 
a greater air, of ſolemnity, he himſelf im- 
mediately aſſumed the ſtyle of inſpira- 
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Pa -— dag I. tion, and broke out into a pretended 
WY prophecy ; ; foretelling, that the Meſſiah 


himſelf was at length on the point of 
appearing ; and, as before, that John was 
ordained to be his immediate fore- 
runner *. 5 1 
Suck was the part Zacharias muſt 
have acted, in that ſcheme of impoſture, 
which we are now ſuppoſing; him to have 
_ contrived with regard to John. 

As to his wife Elizabeth, the very na- 
ture of the caſe evidently ſhews, that ſhe 
muſt unavoidably have been a party to 
the deſign; and her behaviour at the 
time of John's circumciſion, ſufficiently 
proves it. Aud it came to paſs, that on 
the eighth day they came to circumciſe the 
child; and they called him Zacharias after 
the name of his father. And his mother 
anſwered, and ſaid, not ſo; but he ſhall 
be called John. And they ſaid unto her, 
' there is none of thy kindred, that is called 
by this name. And they made figns to his 
father how he would have him called: and 


; * Luke, ch. i. 


Join Bapriſt and Jeſus Chriſt. 71 
he aſred for a writing-toble, and wrote, Pax x. J. 


e his name is Jobn. Hs they mar- * 2 

velled all &. | 
Hap not Zacharias Aan — 
Elizabeth in the proſecution of whatever 
deſign he had in view, with regard to 
John; we could not have found her, on 
this occaſion, breaking through the cuſ- 
tom of her country, to the no ſmall 
ſurpriſe of all their relations preſent ; 

evidently for no other end, than to obey 
the pretended commands of the angel to 
„ Zacharias, 
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* Luke i. 59. 
„ The name was uſually given to the child at 
the time of circumciſion: (as we ſee was the caſe with 
John.) —— “ They always had regard to the name of 
ſome perſon of diſtinction, who had been of the fa- 
mily.” — Lewis's Heb. Antiq. B. 4. ch. i. 

« God at the ſame time inſtituted circumciſion, and 
changed the names of Abraham and Sarah : hence the 
cuſtom of giving names to their children at the time 
of their circumciſion,” 

« Amongſt the ſeveral accounts, why this or that 
name was given to the ſons, this was one that chiefly 
obtained, vig. For the honour of ſome perſon, whom 
they eſteemed, they gave the child his name.” Which 
ſeems to have guided them in this caſe here; when 
Zachary himſelf, being dumb, could not make his 
mind known to them.” — Lightfoot on Luke i. 59, 
Vol. 2. p. 387. and likewiſe vol. 1. p. 421. 
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P es . Zacharias, and by chat means canviena the 
AA belief of his appearance in the temple. 
Elizabeth therefore muſt certainly, from 
this time at leaſt, have been engaged in 
promoting the plot, which Zacharias had 
contrived, to ſerve for the foundation of 
the future impoſture of their ſon. ' 
Bur if all this extraordinary conduct of 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, was really the 
effect of ſubtlety and deceit; there muſt 
likewiſe have been another ſimiliar im- 
poſture carrying on, at the ſame time, by 
Joſeph and Mary; and they muſt all have 
been engaged together in the joint proſe- 
cution of hi This the connection of 
the plots themſelves, and the whole 
conduct of all the parties, will n us 
to acknowledge. 2 
ZACHARIAS began his a pro- 
phecy, at the time of John's circumciſion, 
thus: Bleſſed be the Lord God of Tfracl, 
for he hath wijited and redeemed bis people ; 
and hath raiſed up an born of ſalvation 
for us, in the houſe of bis ſervant David; 
as be ſpake 1 the 1 F his holy pro- 
| _ phets, 


l 
| 
; 
| 
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phets, which have been fince the Werld be- P Pr mg 
gan *. This declaration, it is plain, could 3 
not poſſibly relate to John, who was not 
of the houſe of David; nor to any other 
perſon, than the Meſſiah himſelf. And 
in it Zacharias prophetically declared, 
that the God of Iſrael had, at that time, 
raiſed him up among them. 

. Ir then Zacharias was carrying on 
ſuch a plot, as we now ſuppoſe, tis cer- 
tain he muſt, before that time, have 
found out ſome of David's deſcendants, 
who had embarked with him in this 
deep-laid deſign ; and, in concert with 
him, had already fixed upon ſome deſ- 
cendant of their own family, who ſhould 
afterwards aſſume the ſacred character of 
the Meſſiah. To have uttered ſuch a 
prophetical declaration, without firſt pro- 
viding for its accompliſhment, would 
| have been purpoſely betraying his want 
of real inſpiration, and CHI : the 
whole deceit. - x 
Axp that in fact Zacharias was not 
guilty of ſo great an overſight as this, 
: will 


Luke i. 68. 
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Parr TI. will immediately appear, from the fol- 
SeR. 2 
<HYV lowin g account of ſeveral extraordinary 


events, ſaid to have come to paſs above 
three months before the birth of John; 
and conſequently ſome little time longer 
before Zacharias delivered this noe 
revelation. 
And in the fixth month, after his ap- 
pearance to Zacharias, the angel Gabriel 
was ſent from God, unto a city of Galilee, 
named Nazareth ; to a virgin eſpouſed to 
a Man whoſe name was Foſeph, of the bouſe 
of David; and the wirgin's name was 
Mary. And the angel came in unto her, 
and ſaid, Hail, thou that art highly fa- 
vaured, the Lord is with thee ; bleſſed art 
thou among women. And when ſhe ſaw 
bim, ſhe wwas troubled at his ſaying, and 
caſt in her mind what manner of ſalutation 
bis ſhould be. And the angel ſaid unto her, 
Fear not, Mary, for thou 'haſt found fa- 
vour with God. And behold, thou ſhalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
fon, and ſhalt call his name Jeſus. He 


Luke i, 26, — 56, 
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ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the Son ? 2 [. 
of the Higheſt; and the Lord God ſhall . 
give unto him the throne of his father 
David. And he ſhall reign over the houſe 
of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom 
there ſhall be no end. Then ſaid Mary 
unto the angel, How ſhall this be, ſeeing I 
know not a man © And the angel anſwered, 
and ſaid unto her, The - Holy Ghoſt ſhall 
come upon thee, and the power of the 
Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee ; therefore 
alſo, that holy thing, that ſhall be born of 

hee, ſhall be called the Son of God. And 
behold thy couſin Elizabeth, ſhe hath alſo 
concei ved a fon in her old age, and this is 
the fixth month with her, who was called 
barren. For with God nothing ſhall be im- 
poſſible. And Mary ſaid, Behold the hand- 
maid of the Lord, be it unto me according 
to thy word. And the angel departed from 
her. And Mary aroſe in thoſe days, and 
went into the hill-country with haſte, into 
a city of Juda, and entered into the houſe 
of Zacharias, and ſaluted Elizabeth. And 
it came to paſs, that when Elizabeth heard” 
'' | the 


76 _ The Divine Miſſions of 
Parr I. the ſalutation of Mary, the babe leaped in 
(ber womb; and Elizabeth was filled with 


the Holy Ghoſl. And ſhe fpake out with a 
loud voice, and ſaid, Bleſſed art thou among 
Women, and bleſſed is the fruit of thy 
womb. And whence is this to me, that 
the mother of my Lord ſhould come to me? 
For bo! as ſoon as the voice of thy ſalu- 
tation ſounded in my ears, the babe leaped 
in my womb for joy. And bleſſed is ſhe that 
believeth ; for there ſhall be a performance 
of thoſe things, which were told her from 
the Lord. And Mary ſaid, My foul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit hath re- 
joiced in God my Saviour. For he hath 
regarded the low eſtate of bis handmatden : 
for. behold, from henceforth all generations 
hall call me bleſſed. For he that is mighty 
hath done me great things, and holy is 
his name. And his mercy is on them that 
fear bim from generation to generation. 
He hath ſbewed fltrength with bis arm, he 
bath ſcattered the proud in the imagination 
of their hearts. He hath put down the 
mighty from their ſeats, and exalted them 


4 
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of lo degree : : he hath filled the hungry P 23 T. 
with good things; and the rich he hath ſent . 
empty away. He hath holpen his ſervant 
Iſrael, in remembrance of his mercy ; as be 
ſhake to our fathers, to Abraham, and 10 
his ſeed for ever. — And Mary abode with 
her about three months, and returned 2 ber 
0707 houſe. OE 
Tur particulars of i ie | 
relation will not ſuffer us to doubt the 
truth of the following concluſions. Firſt, 
that if that part of the events here record- 
ed, which relate to John, were the effects 
of contrivance and deceit ; there muſt 
- unqueſtionably have been o connected, 
though diſtinct ſchemes of impoſture, ſet 
on foot by the fame perſons, at the ſame 
time; which taken together, formed the 
whole of their plot. — And ſecondly, that 
though one part of this 'contrivance was 
more immediately under the direction of 
| Zacharias and Elizabeth, becauſe it was 
of ſuch a nature, that they only could 
conduct it; and be other, for the fame 
readon, was * executed by Mary 


and 


| The Divine Miſſions of 


Pane I. and Y oſeph ; yet the whole deſign muſt 
> from the beginning have been planned 


out, and n upon, between All the 
Four. 

Tu cloſe ec en between the 
angel's two meſſages to Zacharias and 
Mary, one of which expreſsly makes 
mention of the other; joined to the ſtill 
more immediate dependance of-Zacha- 
rias 's prophecy upon both; ſhews plainly, 


that if the firſt of theſe revelations was a 


forgery, the ſecond muſt have been ſo 
too; and that both muſt have been jointly 
contrived by all the parties concerned. 
Had either appearance of the angel been 
real, and, conſequently, either meſſage a 
divine revelation; which-ever it was, it 
could not have borne teſtimony to the 
truth of one that was forged. Nor could 


t diſtinct ſchemes of impoſture have 


been ſo contrived, that one ſhould. neceſ- 
ſarily preſuppoſe, and depend immedi- 
ately upon the other ; but by the original 
agreement, and-joint en /Þiracy's of 2 au- 
won of Both. "br oth 

3 | Tur 
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TRE intercourſe likewiſe between Eli- PRI I 


tions of the immediate interpoſition of 
God, in making one of them the mother 
of the Meſſiah, and the other of his im- 
mediate forerunner; their reciprocal con- 
gratulations upon this remarkable ac- 
count; and their prophetic declarations in 
conſequence of it; all theſe particulars 
prove to demonſtration, that from the be- 
ginning they muſt have acted in concert 
to ſupport each other's pretenſions; and, 
_ conſequently, that whatever impoſtures 
were carrying on among them, Mary 
muſt, from the firſt, have been jointly 
engaged with Elizabeth and Zacharias in 
the contrivance of the whole deceit. _ 


THAT 2 oſeph likewiſe muſt have been 


a principal in the plot, both the nature of 
the caſe, and ſeveral particulars in his 
conduct, will undeniably prove, When 
Mary began the part ſhe performed, ſhe 


had been already for ſome time eſpouſed 


to Jo gfeph, and was RIES to become his 
Viuisife. 


4122 


zabeth and Mary; their mutual declara- 'vu 
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Par 1 wife v. So circumſtanced, it is plainly 
3 incredible, that Zacharias and Elizabeth 


ſhould attempt to engage Her in a contri- 


vance of ſuch a nature as this, without 


firſt. engaging I 4 to aſſiſt in ARE ſame 


_ * deſign. 


*. Aa the particular here taken notice of made a part 
of the matrimonial rites among the Jews, to which we 


have nothing ſimilar ourſelves; it may be proper here 


to obſerve, that among the Jews no one could be 


married, who had not been before e/pouſed, That the 
ceremony of the e/þouſa/ was as much a fixed, and ne- 
_ cefſary rite, as thoſe more immediately obſerved at the 


final completion of the marriage. - The different forms 
of . eſpouſing were all minutely preſcribed ; they were 
to be tranſacted before witneſſes; and they were cele- 
brated with a Feaſt. The e/pouſal was a ſolemn en- 
gagement between the ſeveral parties concerned, en 
tially preparatory to the marriage; and the times, which 
were to elapſe between them, were limited in ſome * 
reſpects. From the time of the /ouſa/, the woman 
was conſidered as the wife of the man, to whom ſhe 
was eſpouſed ; in every reſpect, except that they did 
not live together: and the utmoſt care and caution were 
obſerved ia the regulation of her conduct; as the ſame 

capital puniſhments were inflited on ber, on account 
of any failures in it during this interval, before the 
marriage, as after ſhe was actually married; and were 
even extended, in ſome degree, to thoſe under whoſe 
care ſhe now remained. — See all the particulars re- 
lating to this point at large, in Selden's Ux. Heb. I. 2. 


c. 3, and 8. — Baſnage's Hiſt. of the Jews, B. 5. 19, 


ſect. g, &. — Lewis's Heb. Antiq. B. 6. e. 33. 35. 
36. Allix's Reflect. on the O. T. ch. 20, p. 2425 
244. 
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deſign. The obvious and neceſſary con- F AAS . 
ſequence muſt otherwiſe have been, tha 
Joſeph would immediately have become 
their profeſſed enemy; Mary's reputation 
muſt very ſoon have been blaſted; and 
the integrity of Zacharias and Elizabeth 
themſelves would have been rendered, at 
leaſt, ſo extremely ſuſpicious; that tho 
their iniquitous deſigns ſhould not have 
been plainly detected, yet their whole in- 
tended impoſture muſt have been effectu- 
ally put an end to. 
Non is it more certain, from the very 
nature of the caſe, that Jeſeph, as well 
as Mary, muſt, from the beginning, have 
been engaged in the proſecution of the 
plot; than it is clear, from his own con- 
duct, that he was at leaſt as active in 
promoting it, as any of them all. No 
ſooner had Zacharias played his part at 
the circumciſion of John, than Joſeph 
began his; with an. account of ſtill more 
divine revelations made to himſelf; all 
evidently calculated to ſerve the ſame de- 
ſign, and promote the credit of thoſe 
ä al- 


82 | 
Parr I already given out by Zacharias and 
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SYS Mary. 


Now * the birth _ Jeſus Chriſt was on 
this wiſe. When as his mother Mary was 


' eſpouſed to Foſeph, before they came toge- 
tber, ſhe was found with child of the Holy 


Ghoſt. Then Joſeph her huſband, being a 
juſt man, and not willing to make her a 
publick example, was minded to put her a- 
way privily. But while he thought on theſe 
things, behold; the angel of the Lord ap- 
peared unto him in a dream, ſaying, Jo- 
ſeph, thou ſon of David, fear not to 


fake unto thee Mary thy wife; for that, 


which is concei ved in her, is of the Holy 


Obs. And ſhe ſhall bring forth a ſon, and 


thou ſhalt call his name Jeſus; for he ſhall 
ſave his pebple from their fins. — Then Jo- 


pb, being raiſed from ſleep, did as the 


angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took 


unto him his wife. 


Tuus did Joſeph endeavour to 
ſtrengthen the authority of what Mary 
had already related, concerning her fu- 


* Matt. i. 18, — 24. 


John Baptiſt and Jeſus Chrift. 
ture ſon ; ſome months before Jeſus was 
born. And to this revelation, we find, 
he afterwards added two more, admi- 
rably fitted to promote the ſame end. 


And * when they, the wiſe men, were ; 


departed, behold, the angel of the Lord ap- 
peareth to Foſeph in a dream, ſaying, ariſe 
and take the young child, and his mother, 
and flee into Egypt ; and be thou there un- 
til I bring thee word; for Herod will ſeek 
the young child to defiroy him. When he 

aroſe he took the young child, and his mo- 
ther, by night, and departed into Egypt.— 
But when Herod was dead, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to 


Foſeph in Egypt, faying, ariſe, and take 


83 


pi t l. 
Sect. 2. 
a a 


the young child, and his mother, and go 


into the land of Iſrael. And be aroſe, and 
took the young child, and his mother, and 
came into the land of Hrael. | 

Ir then there was any deceit contriving 
among them, Joſepb, it is certain, muſt 
have been full as active as the reſt, in 


promoting the common cauſe ; fince he 


G 2 muſt 


hat Matt. Ul, 1 3g 21. 
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Parr I. muſt have forged no leſs than three reve- 
Sect. 2 
— lations in its behalf. Nay, it appears, 


he muſt have put himſelf to all the in- 


.._ conveniences, of baniſhing himſelf and 


his family from his own country, for a 

conſiderable time, purely to gain credit 
_ to theſe ſtories, of his own * for 
its ſupport. 

Ar length, therefore, we may venture 
to affirm, what the very nature of the 
caſe, as well as the clear evidence of facts 
have ſo fully proved; that if the events 
recorded of the birth of John were only 
the ſeveral particulars of a deep laid de- 
ceit; thoſe relating to the birth of Jeſus 
muſt have been ſo too: that the ſuppoſi- 
tion of Ons of theſe impoſtures neceſſarily 
includes the Other : and that Zacharias, 
Elizabeth, Mary, and Yoſeph, muſt All 
have been jointly engaged i in the planning 
out, and proſecution of Both, 

Taxis concluſion immediately points | 
out, in what method we muſt now pro- 
ceed, to enquire into the real exiſtence of 
the impoſtures in debate. Should it ap- 

pear 
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pear impoſſible for Theſe four perſons to Tg 5 He 
have been connected together, in the joint 
contrivance of this double deception, the 
queſtion will then be decided. All ſuſpi- 
cion of Zacharias's integrity muſt be re- 
jected as groundleſs and falſe; the Baprift 
muſt be ſubmitted to, as one inſpired from 
above; and Jeſus conſequently be received 
as the undoubted Meſſiah. 

AT the ſame time it muſt become 
equally evident, from the very nature of 
the caſe, and without any regard had to 
the teſtimony of John; that all the cir- 
cumſtances recorded of the birth of Teſs, 
muſt actually have come to paſs, in that 
ſupernatural manner, in which they are 
related: and therefore, that on this di- 
inct account likewiſe, we have the fulleſt 
aſſurance, that Jeſus Chriſt was the true 
Meſſiah. | | 

Now ſuppoſing the contrivances juſt 
explained, to have been really under- 
taken, by all thoſe, who, we have juſt 
ſeen, muſt have conſpired together to 

; . them on; one of the following 
G 3 _ aps 


86 The Divine Mzffions of 
„ . 8 muſt unavoidably be allow- 
eee ed. Either, | 
iſt, ZACHARIAS and Elizabeth muſt 
have been the original and real contrivers 
of Both theſe deſigns ; as well that re- 
lating to Mary's ſon, as their own; and 
by means of ſome advantages, which Jo- 
ſeph and Mary might be made to hope for 
from the One, perſwade them to become 
their accomplices in Both. Or, 
2dly, ZachAklAs muſt have been the 
projector of that deſign only, which imme- 
diately concerned his ſon ; and Joſeph and 
Mary, in like manner, have firſt planned 
the impoſture in favour of their ſon. Or, 
3dly, Joszex and Mary muſt have 
contrived Both the plots; and ſo have 
perſwaded Zacharias to conſpire with 
them, in promoting that immediately re- 
lating to Mary's ſon; in hopes of ſome 
advantages to be drawn from the ſuc- 
ceſs of the other, relating to his own 
a. 
Ir they were All thus united in theſe 
ſchemes of 1 iniquity, one or other of theſe 
ſup- 
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ſuppoſitions muſt of neceſlity be true; CANE: I. 
ſince the caſe itſelf will admit of no more. 
It muſt now, therefore, be our buſineſs to 
evince the incredibility of them a; and 
this, in the firſt place, from conſidering 
the particular characters, and other ma- 
terial circumſtances, of all the parties con- 
cernel. 
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SECTION III. 
HAT Zacharias himſelf, and his 
wife Elizabeth were eſteemed, by 

all who knew them, perſons of ſincere 

virtue and integrity, we may be ſure, as 
there has already been occaſion to 


prove *, from the remarkable good cha- 
racter Labs has given them, in the very 


opening of his goſpel ; that they were both 


righteous before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord, 
blameleſs. The evangeliſt could not have 
ventured on this aſſertion, were it capa- 


ble of being diſproved. And as Zacha- 


rias was a prieſt, one of that particular or- 


der of men, in which a more exemplary 


conduct is naturally required to eſtabliſh 


an univerſal good name; and whoſe fail- 


ings are naturally cenſured with greater 


. ſeverity, than thoſe of any other profeſ- 


fion ; ſo his unblemiſhed character could 
not have- been 0 by any other 


means, 
* Sce note, p. 46, 


0 
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means, than an uniform diſcharge of all F.. 
the moral and religious duties of the Jew- 5 


iſh law. | 

Ao the Jews, it is well Ee 
| that the prieſthood was abſolutely confi- 
ned to one family only. No one could 
be admitted to exerciſe the prieſtly func- 


tions, till he had clearly proved his im- 


mediate deſcent from ſome prieſt of the 
family of Aaron, and was found to be 
free from every, the leaſt perſonal ble- 
miſh. When a candidate had undergone 
theſe examinations, he was capable of 
being admitted to perform ſome duties in 
the temple, at twenty years of age; and 
from that time continued, in his turn, a 
kind of probationer in all the employ- 
ments there, till the age of thirty; when 


he became qualified to diſcharges every 


ors of the prieſtly office *. 
| n 


* « The ſucceſſion of the Hebrew prieſthood was 
eſtabliſhed in the family of Aaron; the pontifical dig- 
nity was fixed in the line of his firſt- born. All others 
of his poſterity were prieſts, ſimply ſo called ; or prieits 
of the ſecond Order. The fixed and conſiſtent time of 
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UNDER ſuch an inſtitution it would be 


WV abſurd to ſuppoſe, that no attention was 


paid to a prieſt's moral character; and 


much more ſo to imagine, that one of 
this order ſhould be able to preſerve from 


youth, to old age, the reputation of ex- 
emplary goodneſs; had not his actions 
themſelves plainly ſhewn him to have de- 

| ſerved 
the prieſt's entering into the ſervice, was at the age of 
thirty : but at five and twenty they were probationers, 


and might do ſome offices, but not all.” (And even 
from the age of twenty, after David's time ; as Light- 


foot proves from 1 Chron. xxiii. 24 —27.) © Their in- 
ſtallment and admiſſion into the ſervice, was in this 


manner. The great Sanhedrim ſat daily in the room 
Gazith, to judge concerning the prieſts that came to 
age, and were to be admitted : and if they proved duly 
qualified, they clothed them in white, and enrolled 
them among the order, and they went in and miniſter- 
ed: and the great council rejoiced to find them perfect, 
and bleſſed God for it with a ſolemn prayer. But if the 


perſon proved to be of the right line, and had any of the 


blemiſhes, which rendered him incapable of the mini- 
ſtry;ꝰ (of which were reckoned 140) © he was ſent into 


the wood-room to worm the wood for the altar; and 


had his portion of the holy things with the men of the 
houſe of his father, and did eat with them.” — Lewis's 


Hieb. Antiq. B. 2. Ch. 6. See the chapter, and Light- | 


foot, Vol. 1. P. 915. Selden de Succeſſ. in Pontif, 
Ebrz. I. 2. c. 5. Lev. xxi. 16. ad finem, Spencer de 
Leg. Heb. I. 1. c. 10. p. 177. 
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ſerved it. As certainly as the ſmalleſt Pa _ I. 
blemiſh in his perſon, which was prohi- 8 


bited by the law, would have prevented 


Zacharias from officiating in the temple 
worſhip; ſo certainly would any vicious 
irregularities in his conduct and converſa- 
tion, have deprived him of that amiable 
character, which, it appears from the e- 


vangeliſt, he muſt have died poſſeſſed of. 


It was impoſſible for the Jews in general 
not to agree in this particular with Moſes 
their lawgiver ; who deſigned, that 
the prieſts ſhould be not only in every re- 
ſpect faultleſs, in the diſcharge of their 
ſacred functions; but that they ſhould 


exert their earneſt endeavours, to approve 


themſelves unblameable in their daily 


converſation, and common intercourſe 


with the world *.” And, had not this been 


the rule of Zacharias's conduct, he could 


not poſſibly have obtained, and left be- 
hind him, fo fair a reputation. 
| TR” ELI- 
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ELIZABETH's ſphere of action muſt 


have been much leſs public than that of 


Zacharias. But her alliance with a man 
of ſuch approved worth, when conſidered 


jointly with her having, in fact, main- 


tained the ſame virtuous character as him- 
ſelf, which it appears ſhe did; deprives 


us, at once, of the leaſt ſhadow of a reaſon 


for calling her integrity into queſtion. 


Beſides, the very profeſſion of her huſ- 
band affords no inconſiderable teſtimony 
to her virtue. 

TukRE was nothing, we are informed, 
about which the Jews were more ſcrupu- 
lous, than the marriages. of their prieſts ; 
not only to prevent ſuch alliances as would 
taint their blood, but ſuch likewiſe as 


might tend to corrupt their morals, and 


leſſen their reputation. The law * itſelf 
expreſſly prohibited them from marrying, 
not only all ſuch as were of known ill 
character, or whoſe integrity could be 


thought in the leaſt ſuſpicious ; but even 


thoſe, 


'* Levit, Xi. See Lewis's Heb. Antiq. B. 2. 6. 
——  Joſephus's Jew. Antiq. 1. 3. 12. ſub. init, — 


Idem contra App. J. 1. 7. — Lightfoot, vol. 2. p. 379. 


Jobn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt. 93 
thoſe, whoſe ſituations in life expoſed Parr I. 
them to more danger of being vitiated OS 
than others; and even the children of 
all ſuch perſons. By means of which 
precautions, it became at length even a 

_ proverbial expreſſion among the Jews, to 
denote a woman of an exemplary cha- 

racter; © that ſhe deſerved to marry with 

a prieſt.” And the moſt honourable 
alliance a prieſt could enter into was 
with one of prieſtly extraction, which 
Elizabeth herſelf was &. 

To argue from theſe cautious reſtric- 
tions only, however remarkable, that the 
wife of every Jewiſh prieſt, muſt neceſ- 
farily have been a perſon of an excellent 
moral character; would be drawing a 
concluſion, which the weakneſs of hu- 

man nature could not poſſibly bear. But 
when we conſider, in addition to the 

character of Zacharias her huſband, and 
all theſe circumſtances fo much in her 

favour, the poſitive reputation of ſo un- 
exceptionable 


* And his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her | 
name Was . Luke i. 5. 


The Der Miſions of 
. exceptionable a life, as Elizabeth left be- 


— hind her; we can no longer doubt of her 


integrity, without preferring a meer 
groundleſs and obſtinate prejudice, to the 
plain reaſon of the thing. | 

So circumſtanced then as Zacharies 
and Elizabeth were; nothing can be 
more unreaſonable than to ſuſpect, that 
their virtue might be no better than hy? 
pocriſy, and their reputation maintained 

by ſome artful diſguiſe. To obtain the 
applauſe of numbers for a time, by means 
of ſome remarkable actions of a ſpecious 
nature, may perhaps be no very difficult 
taſk. Extraordinary fits of zeal, and in- 
ſtances of ſevere mortification, have at 
times been able to eſtabliſh a character 
for virtue, where the principle was cer- 
tainly wanting. But to preſerve an un- 
interrupted reputation for goodneſs and 
piety, throu gh the ſeveral ſtages of life, 
even to advanced age; without laying 
claim to any uncommon flights of virtue, 
or aiming at ſuch actions as are plainly 
calculated to procure popular applauſe; 
ſeems 


Fobn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt. 
ſeems far beyond the power of any thing, 
leſs than the peaceable conſcientious diſ- 
charge of all the duties of our ſtation. 


THAT ſuch was the conduct of Zacha- 


rias and Elizabeth, we have good reaſon 
to believe from their very character itſelf. 
The evangeliſt ſays nothing of their ex- 
traordinary fits of devotion, and pious 
zeal. But they were both righteous, we 
are told, before God, walking in all the 


commandments and ordinances of the Lord, 


blameleſt.. A character, equally remote 


from all affected dazling diſplays of more 
public virtue; and all the ſeverer rigours 
of ſanctified enthuſiaſm. A character, 


which, as it plainly ſhews they made it 
their chief care and ſtudy, to live void of 


offence, towards God and man; ſo it as 
evidently implies, that they never at- 
tempted to eſtabliſh an ill- grounded re- 


putation, by any indirect means. And 


indeed, had they attempted it, their 
middle ſtation in life, by expoſing the 
general tenour of their conduct to the. 
familiar obſervation of all their” neigh- 

bours ; 
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* x T I. bouts; - would have aku; it impoſſible for 

NL them to have ſupported, through life, this 

peculiar kind of good fame, by any other 

means, than the real practice of that 

goodneſs, they had the reputation of 

poſſeſſing. From all theſe reaſons laid 

together, we are therefore bound to be- 

lieve, that Zacharias and Elizabeth muſt 

have really merited the good name they 

maintained: that is, that they muſt have 

been juſt and benevolent in all their 

dealings with man, and fincere' wor- 
ſhippers of God. 

Can it then be conceived, that any 
perſons of this virtuous and religious diſ- 
poſition, could be capable of deliberately 
forming ſo iniquitous a ſcheme, as we 
are now to enquire, whether it is poſſible 
for Zacharias and Elizabeth to have con- 
trived ? Can it be imagined, that a prieſt 
of the God of Iſrael, who was likewiſe 
a man of approved piety and goodneſs, 
could conceive and. proſecute ſo impious 
a deſign, as that of ſetting up his own 
ſon for the Meſſiah's forerunner ; and 


Jobe Ba ptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt. 


prevailing with another perſon to ſet ' up f 


his, to counterfeit the moſt ſacred and 
awful character of the Meſſiah himſelf ? 

ZACHARIAS, a devout prieſt of the 
God of Iſrael, muſt have been thoroughly 


inſtructed in all his miraculous and merci- - 


ful diſpenſations to his forefathers, as well 
as his ſevere judgments executed upon 
them for their impieties. He muſt have 


believed the predictions of Moſes and all 


the prophets. He muſt at this very time 
not only have expected, but withed to ſee 
the arrival of the true Elias, and the ma- 
nifeſtation of the long promiſed Meſſiah. 
And he muſt unqueſtionably have believ- 
ed, that God would aſſuredly accompliſh 
the plans of his divine providence; and not 
permit any counterfeits of theſe ſacred and 
important characters to go off undetected, 
or the abettors of ſuch impious undertak- 
ings to eſcape without ſignal puniſhment. 


Was it then poſſible for a good man. 
furniſhed with this knowledge, guided by 


this belief, and actuated by theſe hopes 
and fears; to have contrived ſo execrable 
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Parr I. a deſign, purely to pull down the ven- 


Sect. 3. 


geance of God upon him? Could ſuch a 
man doom his own ſon, even before his 
birth, to be the perpetrator of One ſuch _ 


impious impoſture; and, as if hat were 


not wickedneſsenough, perſuade his friends 
to engage as deeply in the proſecution of 
Another? If ſo, he who ſerved devoutly 

at the altar of the God of truth, muſt vo- 


luntarily have contrived and publiſhed the 


moſt miſchievous and ſhocking falſehoods: 


he who believed all the miraculous inter- 


poſitions of God's power, fo frequently 
diſplayed in the deliverance and eſtabliſh- 


ment of his own nation, and lived in hopes 
of a ſtill greater deliverance God had pro- 
miſed ſhortly to ſend them; muſt volun- 


tarily have ſet himſelf to oppoſe the accom- | 
pliſhment of thoſe gracious promiſes ; 


which, at the ſame time, he both hoped, 


and believed, would certainly be fulfilled. 
In ſhort, he, who expected the reign of 
the Meſſiah to be productive of the utmoſt | 
glory and happineſs to his whole nation, 
muſt ran have endeavoured to pre- 
vent 
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vent the happy conſequences of his ap- Paxm I. 
Se 
pearance z by ſetting up, before he came, WY 
an impoſtor in his ſtead. But theſe are 
ſuppoſitions in their own nature evidently 
contradictory and abſurd. And indeed, the 
whole of this ſuppoſed contrivance 1s of 
ſo very iniquitous a nature, that none but 
the moſt abandoned of men could ever 
poſſibly conceive or undertake it; and 
therefore impoſſible to have been deviſed 
and carried on, by One, who, we have 
ſufficient reaſon to believe, muſt have been 
eminently ' good. - 
BuT had not Zacharias's and Eliza- 
beth's character, and ſituation, proved it ſo 
clearly impoſſible for Them to have been 
capable of engaging in ſuch a plot; ſtill 
their age would have rendered it utterly 
incredible, that they /hould. 
AT the time, when we muſt ſuppoſe 
them to be entering upon the execution of 
this deſign, they were neither of them 
young, nor even in the vigour of life; 
but, on the contrary, they were both well 
Ariten in years : a circumſtance of the 
M1. greateſt 


100 De Divine Miſſions of 
Parr I. greateſt importance to illuſtrate their in- 
3. 

Ss OVENCE, with regard to this particular im- 
poſture. Whatever ambitious views we 
may imagine capable of prompting any 
one to ſo deſperate an undertaking, muſt 
naturally have cooled, and died away, in 
the decline of life ; however warmly they 
might have been actuated by them before. 
That daring ſpirit of enterpriſe, and de- 
fiance of danger, which ſometimes en- 
gages men in the moſt deſperate attempts, 
to gratify the wiſhes of ambition, in the 
active and vigorous parts of life; gene- 
rally gives way to cautious and timid ap- 
prehenſions, when age has bounded the 
proſpect before them, and checked the 
current of the blood. Then too religi- 
ous apprehenſions begin to intrude them- 

| ſelves more forcibly upon the mind; and 
make men little inclined to embark in ha- 
. zardous plots of extreme wickedneſs and 
impiety, whatever they may have done 
before. So that could we ſuppoſe them 
capable of having formed ſuch a plan f 
impoſture, and reſolved to put it in exe- | 
| cution, 
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cution, at that active age, when a vitious PAN I. 
ambition has ſometimes led men into the ebe 
moſt extravagant enormities; yet their 
having continued childleſs till they were 
now ell ſtriken in years, and all hopes 
of an opportunity to execute it were at 
length at an end; muſt unqueſtionably 
have cauſed them long ſince to drop all 
thoughts of their former deſign. 
To imagine, that after this, upon the 
unexpected birth of a ſon, they ſhould 
reſume it again, in their old age; and pro- 
ſecute it with ſuch a ſeries of unheard of 
devices, as forged revelations, feigned 
| loſs of ſpeech, and pretended prophecies ; 
would be ſuppoſing them to have arrived 
at ſuch a hardened pitch of iniquity, as 
nothing leſs than a life of continued, and 
notorious wickedneſs was able to bring 
them to. But after what has been ſeen 
already of their true character and con- 
duct, we may venture to ſay this would be 
a ſuppoſition, that muſt certainly be falſe. 
FURTHER, the incredibility of their re- 
ſuming the plot ſuppoſed, becomes ſtill 
H 3 more 
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Fare I. more undeniable, when we conſider, that 
ny it was now likewiſe too late for them to 


indulge any of thoſe ambitious deſigns, 


for the ſake of which only, even obſtinacy 


itſelf can pretend, ſuch an impoſture could 
be contrived, and undertaken. Had the 
birth of their ſon happened while they 
were in the vigour of life, they might 
conceive hopes, it may be ſaid, of deriv- 
ing great honour and advantage to them- 
ſelves, from being the parents of the re- 
puted prophet of the higheſt ; who was to go 
before the face of the Lord to prepare his 
ways; 10 give knowledge of ſalvation to bis 
people. But John was not born till Za- 
charias and Elizabeth were ſo far advanc- 
ed into the decline of life, that all ſuch 
hopes of enjoying the fruits of their ini- 
quity muſt neceſſarily have expired. 
| From the very nature of that character, 
which, according to this ſuppoſition, they 
muſt have defigned him to counterfeit; 
nothing could 'be more probable, than 
that they themſelves might not live till the 
very earlieſt period, when it could be pro- 
” | per, 
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per, or even poſſible, for John to under- — T I 
e . 


take it. He, who by their own predic- 
tions, was 70 go before the Lord in the ſpi- 
rit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of 
the fathers to the children, and the diſobe- 
dient to the wiſdom of the juſt, to make rea- 
dy a people prepared for the Lord ; could 
not take upon him the awful name of fo 
_ exalted a prophet, and attempt to fulfill 
the great purpoſes of this divine commiſ- 
ſion; till he was arrived at that age, which 
was requiſite for the compleat performance 
of even the duties of a common prieſt. 
And accordingly it appears in fact, that 
neither John nor Jeſus aſſumed their pub- 
lic characters, till they were juſt approach- 
ing the age of thirty years. This very 


diftant period therefore was the earligſt 


at which Zacharias and Elizabeth could 
hope for even the ſmall ſatisfaction, of 


bringing their long planned impoſture to 
the tryal; and ſeeing whether there was any 
probability of impoſing thus on the world. 


Or ſhould it be imagined, they might not 
think it neceſſary for John and Jeſus to pay 
H 4 
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Fear I. this pale regard, in point of time, 
AN to the legal age of a prieſt; they muſt 


however be ſenſible, that the impoſtors 
they were contriving to raiſe up, could 

not poſſibly appear in thoſe difficult cha- 
racters they intended them to ſuſtain, at 
the ſooneſt, till they had already paſt the 
| firſt age of a man. 


Bur what can be more inconceivable, 5 


than that they, who were already old 
and well ſtriꝶen in years, ſhould ſet them- 
ſelves to lay the foundation of ſuch an im- 
poſture, to gratify their own aſpiring de- 
ſires; as could not be ſet on foot, till no 
leſs, than between twenty and thirty years 
after; and then muſt be extremely uncer- 
tain of ſucceſs? Should they have hap- 
pened to live to this period, and even have 
ſeen. their wicked artifices ſucceed; ſup- 
poſitions both of them in the higheſt de- 
gree improbable ; what advantages could 
they then expect to reap from them; 
"when extreme old age would ſcarce have 
left them the perception of any thing the 
world could beſtow ; and they were juſt 
tottering 


John Baptiſt and Jeſus Cbriſi. 
tottering into the grave ? Had they there- 
fore been wicked enough to be capable of yu 
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contriving ſuch a deſign, as well as of ex- 
ecuting whatever plot might ſeem to flat: 


ter their ambitious deſires; it is utterly in- 
credible, that at their advanced age, they 
ſhould plan out, or determine to wait the 
iſſue of a project ſo tedious as this. 

As to any advantages to be procured 
from the contrivance, before John ſhould 
be old enough to act his deſigned part; tis 
evident they expected none. They nei- 
ther endeavoured to make him be perſo- 
nally taken notice of, before that time ; 
nor took pains to ſpread far and wide, their 
accounts of ſo many miracles, as having 
attended his birth. Both which they would 


certainly have done, had they been in- 


, fluenced by any ſuch expectations. On 


the contrary, we find, that John was in the 
deſerts until the day of his ſhewing unto V 
rael x. And fo far were they from aſſi- 
duouſly ſpreading abroad, every where, 
I | 8 | the 
| ® Luke, ch. iii. 15.— John began to appear in his 

public character about the thirtieth year of his age. 
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The Divine Miſſions of 


Pas r I. the miracles juſt mentioned; that when 


Sect. 3 


WY John afterwards began to baptiſe, all men 


muſed in their hearts whether he were the 
Chriſt or not *. And ſometime after this, 
even after he had baptized Jeſus, and de- 
clared him to be the Meſſiah; the Jes 
ſent prieſts and levites from TFeruſalem, to 
aſk him, who art thou ? + Upon both which 
occaſions, as well as many others, the ma- 
jority appeared ſo inclined to think he 
might be the Chriſt ; that John himſelf 
thought it neceſſary to tell them plain- 
ly, he was not the Cbrift ; but only be 
voice of one crying in the wilderneſs, make 


frag the way of the Lord +. 


Ax the time then, Kang John was 
preaching among them, tis plain the 
Jews in general formed their conjectures 
of his character, meerly from his ap- 
pearance as a great prophet, and their 
own expectations of the Meſſiah ; not 
from divine revelations of the particular 
character he was to anne, een ſpread 


abroad, 


'* Loke ch. ii. 15. —— + John ch. i. A 
7 Jchn ch. i. 20, 23. 


John Baptiſt and Feſus Cri. 


abroad, among all the people, by his pa- Paar I. 


rents, from the very time of his birth. 

From whence it is plain, that though they 
did not conceal thoſe aſtoniſhing events, 
with which he was introduced into the 


world; yet they had not made it their bu- 


fineſs, as impoſtors would have done, to 
make them univerſally known ; but in 
compliance with the natural ſuggeſtions 
of an honeſt and upright mind, had pub- 
| liſhed them, as we have already ſeen, in 
all the neighbourhood, where they lived; 
and waited, with a pious reſignation, for 
the accompliſhment of thoſe predictions, 
which they knew aſſuredly were divine. 

Axp thus it ſeems evident, that Za- 
charias and Elizabeth could not poſſibly 
have ſet on foot, any ſuch iniquitous im- 
Poſture, as that in queſtion ; which was 


to be carried into execution afterwards by 


John, Zacharias's religious profeſſion, 
and ſtation in life; the remarkable good 


c<barafer, which both He and Elizabeth 
always maintained, and at length died poſ- 


ſeſſed of; and the advanced age they had 
already 
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The Divine Miſſions of 


Par r J. already arrived at, at the time of the birth 
3 of John; conſidered jointly with ſome 


very material particulars in the ſuppoſed 


Plot itſelf; are all ſo many convincing ar- 


guments of the utter incredibility of their 
having been the authors of ſuch an im- 


poſture; and when laid together in one 


view, prove the ſuppoſed fact, with ſa- 
tisfactory evidence, to have n n 
impoſſible. | 

Bur beſides, did not the cievartlinnbes 
and ſituation of Zacharias render it fo 


highly incredible for him to have been the 


contriver of ſuch a plot, as that in de- 
bate, relating to his own ſon ; ſtill it would 
be on all accounts inconceivable, that he 
could chooſe to add to it ſuch another, as 
that we are now ſuppoſing him to have 
contrived for the ſon of Mary. 
IT will be freely confeſſed indecd, chat 
if Zacharias had been wicked enough to 


plan out one of theſe deſigns, no ſcruples 
of conſcience could have prevented him 


from entering upon the other. But, what 


e would not * pr evented, policy 


wou uld: 


John Baptiſt and Jeſus Chrif. 


would: and his concern for the ſucceſs of TR 1 I. 
| ect. 3. 


the enterpriſe intended for John, would 
not have permitted Zacharias to have ren- 
dered it dependant upon the ſucceſs of 
ſuch another, as that relating to Jeſus. 
ZACHARIAS cannot be imagined to 
have contrived the impoſture in debate for 


Mary's ſon, and to have connected it fo 


cloſely with that relating to his own ; un- 
leſs he thought it would prove beneficial 
to John's undertaking, and ſerve to pro- 
mote his ſucceſs. The ſucceſs of his 
own ſon was what he muſt have had moſt 
at heart ; nor could he therefore join any 
other plot with this ; which he did not 
imagine would make John's impoſture 
more likely to ſucceed, than it would have 
been without it. 

Bur 1s it poſſible he ond hope for 
any advantage, of this kind, from the ſup- 


poſed impoſture of Feſus ? In other words, 


could he believe That more likely to ſuc- 
ceed, than the undertaking he had plan- 
ned out for John? On the contrary, tis 
evident; at ary fight, Zacharias muſt have 

known, 
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Sect. 


The Divine Miſſions of 


Paz r - known, that, difficult as John's enterprise 


— might prove, That of Jeſus muſt be in- 


finitely more ſo: and conſequently, that 


the proſecution of Both, in a mutual de- 
pendance upon each other, would be ſo 
far fron aſſiſting John; that it muſt un- 
avoidably render his attempt far more ha- 
zardous, than it would have been alone. 

Tn deſign we are ſuppoſing him to 
have planned out for John, was only to 
counterfeit the Meſſiah's forerunner > 
whereas the enterpriſe. he muſt have in- 
tended for Jeſus, was nothing leſs than-to 
ſupport the character of the Meſſiah him- 


felf. The moſt particular idea the Jews 


had been able to form of the Meſſiah's 


forerunner, was little more, than that he 


would appear among them, to preach 


the acceptable year of the Lord; with 


all that ſpirit of piety, ſeverity, and mor- 
tification, which had remarkably diftin- 
guiſhed one of their moſt renowned for- 


mer prophets. But ſuch was their uni- 


verſal interpretation of the various pro- 
phecies, concerning the life and actions 
N oo of 


Joby Baprift and Jeſus Chrift. III 


of the Maſiab; that whoever ſhould af- Paar l. 
8. 9. 
ſume his character, it was well known 
would be expected to make himſelf their 
king. 
Tavs the pretended Forerunner might 
conduct himſelf in the moſt peaceable, 
and leaſt dangerous manner ; whereas 
the counterfeit Meſſiah, in order to be 
received, would be under a neceſſity of 
laying claim to the ſupreme power ; and 
wreſting it out of the hands of thoſe, 
| who already poſſeſſed it. The earneſt 
preaching of repentance, joined to the 
continued practice of mortification, and 
a perfect freedom from all ſuſpicion of 
any vice, might be ſufficient to eſtabliſh 
the character of the One: whereas nothing 
leſs than the exertion of ſupernatural 
powers, in uttering great prophecies, and- 
working great miracles, would anſwer the 
expectations of the Jews, or induce them 
to give credit to the Other. All this Za- 
charias could not but be well appriſed of, 
and reflect upon. And conſequently, the 
ſuperior dangers and difficulties una- 
5 voidably 
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8 voidably attending his loft undertaking, 
| IS prove it abſolutely impoſſible, for Zacha- 


rias to have laid the ſcheme of the ſup- 


poſed impoſture of Jeſus, in order to fa- 
cilitate the ſucceſs of the other deſign, to 


be executed by John. It is apparent, 


that he himſelf muſt have known, that 


this would be the readieſt way to defeat it. 


S80o that, in addition to what has been 
already proved, that Zacharias could not 


poſlibly be a man of ſuch abandoned prin- 


Ciples, as to have been capable of con- 
ceiving theſe impious deſigns; and more- 
over, that, if he had, his age alone would 


have effectually prevented him from ſet- 


ting them on foot; it now appears fur- 
ther, to be equally incredible, that he 
could be forlifh enough jointly to adopt 
them. And ſince it is undeniably cer- 
tain, that both theſe tranſactions proceed- 
ed, from the beginning, in a mutual and 


cloſe dependance upon each other; and 


that beſides, whether they were the ef- 
fects of divine providence or human 
iniquity, Zacharias was, from the firſt, 


intimately 


John Bapriff and Feſus Chriſt, 113 


intimately concerned in Both; we muſt wr . 
be forced to acknowledge, that the di- 3 
vine pretenſions of John and Jeſus could 

not be founded upon any ſuch deceits; 

or, at leaſt, that Zacharias and Elizabeth 

could not be the contrivers i them _— 


if they Were. 
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he would e have laid aide the deſign. 


The e Miſſions of 


SECTION V. 


' HOULD we now for a while ne- 
glect all that has been proved in vin- 


dication of Zacharias's innocence, and 


ſuppoſe him to have been wicked enough 
to be defirous of ſetting up his ſon for the 
Meſſiah's forerunner ; ſtill his intimate 


connection with Foſephand Mary, through- 


out the whole of theſe tranſactions, is ſuch 
a particular, as will not permit us to be- 


lieve he actual d. Had he been ever 
ſo deſirous of carrying into execution this 


plot relating to John; it was of ſo dan- 


gerous a nature, that he could not have 


ventured to connect it with any other un- 


dertaking, whether advantageous or not, 
which would oblige him to lay open his 
impious deſign, to any perſon whatever. 


He would certainly have contrived it fo. 


as to carry it on by Elizabeth's help alone, 


without any other aſſociates; or, if he 


thought this could not be effectually done, 


Tur ä 


7 Baprif and 7 * Chri Ja 
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TRE impoſture in debate relating to P 2 r I. 


Yobn only, was in every reſpect of ſo very eng 


bad and unpromiſing a nature; that Za- 


charias himſelf muſt have believed he was 


almoſt certain of being betrayed, ſooner 
or later, by any one to whom he might 
venture to impart it. Such only, as were 


of the moſt abandoned principles, could 


be at all expected to join in a conſpiracy 
for fruſtrating the moſt ancient and re- 
ceived predictions of the prophets, by 
counterfeiting the character of the Meſ- 


ſiah's forerunner. At the ſame time Za- 


charias well knew, that the ſucceſs of his 
plot muſt appear to all next to impoſlible ; 
on account of the univerſal expectation, 
at this time, of the ſpeedy arrival of the 
true Meſſiah himſelf : and likewiſe,” that 
the utmoſt advantages he could propoſe 
to obtain by it, even if it could ſucceed, 
were moſt TY NPY 3d. re- 
mote. 1 
Tuts being the apparent nature ef the 
caſe, Zacharias could not but believe, that 
all thoſe, n were the only perſons ca- 
| 1 2 phaable 


The Divine Miſſions of 


F. "lot 5 ak of conſpiring in ſo wicked a defign, 
* would without heſitation reject This we are 


conſidering. : Such veterans in iniquity | 
would certainly require a plot, that had a 
much ſurer, and a much nearer proſpect 
of ſucceſs; as well as more ample rewards 
to allure them to ſo hazardous an enter- 
priſe. For in This, they all knew, that 
no leſs than certain death would be the 
inevitable conſequence of detection. It 
vas a law God himſelf had given * them, 
That the AO which Should preſume to 


ſpeak 


be Deut. xvili. 20, — & The prophetic ſpirit er 
ſo common among the Hebrews, it was neceſſary there 
ſhould be a method of tryal eſtabliſhed, to prevent im- 
poſtors, and to diſcern the falſe prophet from the true. 
For it could not be expected but, in a nation where 
there was ſuch a number of prophets, many pretenders 
would ariſe; who would endanger the faith of the peo- 
ple, unleſs there were ſome certain way to find them 
out. The more effectually therefore to deter men, either 
from counterfeiting a prophetic ſpirit, or to hearken to 
them that did; God INT, a ſevere. puniſhment for 


every ſuch pretender ; who, upon legal conviction, 
was to ſuffer death. Vang Jews generally under- 
ſtand this of ſtrangling; do always in the law, 
when the particular manner of death is not expreſſed. 
— They were tried by the ſanhedrim. Lewis's Heb. 
Ay. b. 2. 16. — Selden de ſynedr, lib. 3. c. 6. 
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ſpeak a word i in his name, which he had not PangcT 


commanded him to ſpeak, ſhould die. And 
we are well informed, That when once 
any one was convicted of ſuch an impoſ- 
ture, and of pretending a divine commiſ- 
ſion, when God had not ſent him; no 
character or intereſt was powerful enough 


to fave him from puniſhment *.” And 


certainly he who ſhould dare to publiſh 
falſe prophecies, to promote ſo impious a 
fraud as this, above all others, could ex- 
pect no mercy. 


Nok was it the only, or even the 


ſtrongeſt reaſon, that muſt have deterred 
Zacharias, from attempting to procure 
aſſociates in ſuch a plot; that its danger- 


ous nature would have deterred every 


one from engaging in it: there were be- 


ſides the ſtrongeſt temptations imaginable 


to betray it. Nothing could be more dif- 


tant, precarious, and chimerical, than 


any advantages to be expected from its 
ſucceſs. But he might aſſure himſelf of 
immediate and ample rewards, who ſhould 
| 13 detect 


* Lewis ibid. near the end. 
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The Divine Miſſions of ” 


1 8 I. detect fo impious and ſacrilegious a prieſt 
* of the moſt high God; as had not 


only contrived a plot for ſetting up his 
own ſon, to counterfeit the Męſiab's fore- 
runner; but would have perfuaded ano- 
ther to ſet up an impoſtor, even for the 
Meſſiah himſelf. The detection of ſuch 
complicated and enormous villainy, di- 
rectly calculated to make the nation reject 
the true Meſſiah, when he ſhould come ; 
and fet on foot at the very time when he 
was ſoon expected to appear; would un- 
queſtionably have met with a reward, pro- 
portionable to the importance of the diſ- 
covery. The whole nation, prieſts and 
people, would have conſidered their own 
ſafety as intimately concerned, in the put- 
ting a ſtop to ſuch aſtoniſhing wickedneſs, 
in the very ſanctuary itſelf; and would 
immedately have rewarded whoever laid 
it open, in a far more ample manner, than 
| the impoſture itſelf, even if ſucceſsful, 
could ever be expected to do. 
ZachaklAs therefore, had he actu- 
ally reſolved upon any ſuch deceit with re- 


gard 


John Baptift and Yeſus Cbrift 


gard to John ; could never have added to goo J. 
it any other plot, which would lay him A 
under a neceſſity of attempting to pro- 


cure aſſociates, at ſo imminent a hazard 
of his life, He knew very well, that to 


whomſoever he laid himſelf open, they 
would have all the moſt powerful temp- 


_ tations poſſible, to betray him; but none 
to engage with him in ſo Guiporato an un- 
dertaking. 


LET us however ſuppoſe Kew fuch an 
able deceiver, that he might think to per- 


fuade ſome, into the hopes of inconeeiv- 
able advantages, to be gained by this con- 


trivance ; and to repreſent it in fuch a 


light, as to make it appear in the end al- 
moſt certain of ſucceſs. Notwithſtand- 
ing theſe large conceſſions, we ſhall find 
him {till under the lame dilergma as be- 
fore. 


Ir was impoſiible he could expo to 


e confederates in his deſign, by the 
opes of any advantages it might pro- 
duce; ſince the impoſture was of ſuch a 


nature, that it could not even be brovghe. 
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The Divine Miſſions of 


P 8 2 I. to the tryal till above twenty years after. 
WAYS Such as wade the deepeſt in iniquity to 


gratify their reſtleſs deſires, are but little 
able to brook even accidental delays. 
Much leſs can they be ſuppoſed to enter 
into deſigns, profeſſedly calculated for ſo 
tedious a procraſtination. Men of fincere 
virtue indeed, and extenfive benevolence, 
are ſometimes ſeen to labour contentedly 
through life, for the accompliſhment of. 
whatever uſeful and generous purſuits they 
have in view. That ſelf-complacency, 
which attends the proſecution of all vir- 
tuous deſigns, carries them calmlythrough 
every difficulty; and keeps alive the vi- 
gour of application to ſuch undertakings, 
as require à long ſeries of time to bring 
them to perfection. But ſchemes of ini- 
quity, and dark projects of deceit, keep 
the thoughts even of the abandoned them- 
ſelves in ſo uneaſy a ſuſpenſe, that they 
| cannot but be deſirous. of ſoon determin- 

ing the event. 


To ſuppoſe men knowin gly to con- 
ſpire Ns in a moſt impious undertak- 


ing, 


: Jobn Baptiſt and Fefus Chriff, 121 
ing, of ſuch a nature, as to render it ab- ph wo 1 I. 
ſolutely impoſſible for them to derive be, 
the leaſt benefit from it, for the long in- 
terval of more than twenty years; would 
be ſuppoſing, what is directly oppoſite to 
the nature of a depraved and vicious 
heart, and inconſiſtent with the frame of 

the human mind. Not to obſerve, at the 
ſame time, that however ſure of ſucceſs 
any ſuch conſpiracy might appear; the 
uncertainty of lie itſelf, for fo long a pe- | 
riod, would render any benefits to be ex- : 
_ pected from it, in the higheſt degree pre- 
_ carious. So that laying aſide every other 
conſideration ; this ſingle circumſtance of 
the plot, that the whole muſt neceſſarily. 
lie dormant from the birth of John, at 
the leaſt till he was full, twenty years of 
age, was inconſiſtent with every motive 
that could poſſibly induce any one to join 
in ſuch an impoſture. Nor could Za- 
charias therefore have hazarded his ow - 
ſafety ſo far, as fooliſhly to reveal uch a 
deſign, 1 in hopes of en enen 
in * a, | 
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rs is likewiſe ſtil} more incredible, 
that he ſhould have ventured on this dan- 
gerous experiment, could he even have 
believed it poſſible to gain over ſome par- 
ties to his plot; on this further account, 
that he muſt know, he had little leſs to 
fear, from whoever he might prevail with 
n in his deſigns, than thoſe who 


ſhould at once rge# them. This long 


interval of more than twenty years, which 
muſt of neceſſity elapſe, between the con- 


_ trivance, and the execution of the impoſ- 


ture; afforded room for ſo many vieiſfi- 


tudes in the circumſtances, and ſuch a 


change of the inclinations, of whoever 


might at firſt 70/2 with him in it; as 
would give him the greateſt reaſon to ap- 


prehend a diſcovery of it, even from them ; 


| before it could have a chance for ſucceſs, 


Ix an exagperated repreſentation of the 


advantages to be expected from it, had at 


firſt warmed them in the purſuit ; and 
from what has been proved already, it is 
certain, nothing elſe could; this was a 


2 of 1 8 in which: they muſt fre- 


quently 


John. Baptiſt and Jeſus uri. 


quently cool, and reflect upon the folly, Parr I. 
and uncertainty of the attempt. If they en- ak 


tered into it through licentious confidence, 
and the overweening proſpects of artifi- 
cial joy, and temporary fits of reſolution; 
here was full time enough for the frequent 
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deſpondencies of an evil ſpirit to undo the 


charm; and place the folly of ſo ſtrange 
a deſign full before their eyes. And what 
then could be expected from them, but 
that at leaſt in the deſpondencies of ſick- 
neſs, and at the approach of death ; cir- 
cumſtances very highly probable to- at- 
tend them within fo long a period; they 


would naturally be led to make an ample 


diſcovery of ſo wicked a contrivance ; and 
bring the authors of it, if alive, to con- 


dign puniſhment, before it could be put 


to the tryal. 


Nay neither 8 nor ſickneſs would 
have been at all requiſite to bring on this 


diſcovery. Whoever was capable of en- 


tering into ſuch a confederacy as this, for 


any ſuch diſtant and precarious. advan- 


tages, as it might ſeem at firſt to promiſe; 
muſt 
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P ue I. muſt certainly have been capable of be- 
traying it, when their firſt ſanguine hopes 


of its benefits died away; and they ſaw 
good reaſon to expect a far better, as well 
as immediate reward, for revealing 3 ER. 
IT is evident then, on various accounts, 
that this ſuppoſed impoſture was of ſuch a 
nature, as not only to deprive Zacharias 
of all hopes of engaging any one to con- 
ſpire with him in it ; but even to render it 
almoſt certain, that whoever he ſhould im- 
part it to, whether they became aſſociates 
in it or not, would ſooner or mow — : 
his impious deſigns. | 
Hxxcx it muſt readily be Mlowel, chat 
if the plot, we have been ſuppoſing, with 
regard to John, could have any real exiſ- 
tence; and Zacharias could have been the 
contriver of the deceit; he certainly would 
not have joined to it any other plan of im- 
poſture, which would lay him under a ne- 
ceſſity of procuring ſome accomplices, 
who muſt be made privy to Both. He 
would have proſecuted the fir deſign, 
which was what he was chiefly concerned 
for, 
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for, alone; and his wife Elizabeth would 5 Bo J. 
have been found his only aſſiſtant in ca-. 

rying it on. 5 
Nox is there room to object here, that 
though the truth of all this muſt be own- 
ed, yet perhaps it might not occur to Za- 
charias; who might be ſo poſſeſſed with the 
hopes of ſucceeding in this extraordinary 
deſign, by the help of ſome. affociates, as 
to overlook the imminent danger he muſt 
incur, in endeavouring to procure them. 
True indeed it is, that impoſtors are ſome- 
times off their guard, and found to act 
inconſiſtently, when their conduct is de- 
tected. But in the ſuppoſed caſe before 
us, the danger of being betrayed was on 
many accounts ſo great; on all accounts 
ſo obvious; that it could not have eſcaped 
the notice even of a raw beginner in the 
practice of deceit. In this caſe, therefore, 
nothing can make it credible; that Zacha- 
rias, above all others, could be guilty of 
ſo total a want of circumſpection; in a 
particular, which ſo nearly concerned, not 
his ſucceſs only, but his ſafety; not his 
reputation alone, but his life. 


SHOULD 


Pax I. 
Sect. 4. 


 SnouLD we imagine him to have been 


—Qapablbe of planning the deceit before us; 


we ſhall be forced to own, at the ſame 
time, that he muſt have been the moſt 
cautious, and careful concealer of his 
true character and actions, that ever lived. 
If at his age, and in his religious profeſ- 
ages he was capable of ſetting on foot 

ſo impious an undertaking ; 'tis evident 
he mult have been long hardened in wick- 
ednefs, and have grown old in fin. Yet 


ſure we are, that both He and Elisabeth 


had found means to ſupport an exemplary 


character, which was never called into 
_ queſtion. And this too, notwithſtanding 


that the witneſs, which John afterwards 
bore to Je/as, muſt naturally have led ma- 
ny of the Jews, and more eſpecially the 
rulers, to enquire ſcrupulouſly into their 
life and converſation. But He, who could 
thus manage to advance in eſteem for vir- 
tue, in proportion as he proceeded to 
greater lengths in iniquity ; and never 


drew on himſelf the leaſt ſuſpicion of his 
_ guilt; muſt haye been far too cautious a 


vete- 


Fobn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt. 


veteran in deceit, to have run the hazard Paar l. 
of betraying himſelf in the manner now CI 


under conſideration. 

A PLoT, which, we have FINE he muſt 
originally have contrived, ſo many years 
before the birth of a ſon gave him an op- 
portunity to attempt it; and which he 
muſt ſo often, in the mean time, have 
revolved every particular of; when the 
fondneſs of conceit, and the warmth of 
expectation were over; could not poſſibly 
draw ſo wary a deceiver into an ee 
ſo obvious, and ſo dangerous as this. 

- AFTER all, it appears plainly from the 
ſuppoſed contrivance itſelf, that he could 
have no end to anſwer by this ſtep, in the 

leaſt degree adequate to the danger incur- 
red by it. None indeed could be of ſuf- 
ficient moment for an impoſtor to purſue, 
which could not be obtained without ex- 
poſing himſelf to almoſt certain detection. 
If Zacharias had-aven ſo laid his principal 
plan with regard to John; for the ſake of 
which only he could ſet himſelf to con- 

trive nn, as to make ſome aſſociates 


neceſ- 
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2 3 1. WT for its proſecutions ; the great dan- 
— ger of attempting to procure any would 


certainly have made him alter his deſign. 


But, i in fact, the ſucceſs of the plot in queſ- 
tion relating to John, ſuch as we now find 
it, could ſcarcely be at all promoted by 


any teſtimony, beſides that of Z acharias 


and Ehzabeth themſelves. 


ALL that He could poſlibly defite, at 


the time of his ſon's birth, muſt have 


been, to eſtabliſh the credit of that divine 


meſſage, which, he affirmed, had been 


delivered to Him by an angel from heaven; 
and upon the authority of which, John's 


whole claim to inſpiration was neceſſarily 
to depend. Now this divine meſſage was 
publiſhed as having been delivered to Za- 
 chartas alone, and conſequently could not 
admit of being atteſted by any other per- 
fon whatever, All therefore, that any ac- 
complices could poſſibly do to ſtrengthen 
the cauſe, was, to publiſh accounts of 
other divine meſſages revealed to them- 
ſelves ; calculated to confirm the truth of 


Zacharias 's own relation. But if his ac- 


en N count 


John Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt, r 29 
count of his viſion ſhould not be believed, TI __ I. 
upon the ſtrength of his aſſertion; en- Famer 
forced by ſo refined an artifice, as his pre- 
tended loſs of ſpeech, for a limited time 
only, in conſequence of it; Zacharias 
could have no hopes of eſtabliſhing its 
credit, by the teſtimony of any other per- 
ſons, of far i leſs __ and Enna than 
himſelf. | 

_ Av this time, it Ne" a 

he was far advanced in years, and poſ- 
ſeſſed the character of a man of true pro- 
bity and religion. His ſacred profeſſion 

likewiſe would of itſelf, in great meaſure, 
ſecure him from being thought capable of 

contriving a forgery of fo heinous a na- 
ture. His own teſtimony therefore, he 
well knew, came ſo ſtrongly recom- 
mended to the public, by his age, his 
profeſſion, the general opinion of his vir- 
tue, and his ſeeming miraculous loſs of 
ſpeech ; that if This alone proved unable 
to gain belief for the facts he related; 
the addition of one or two corroborat- 
ws, but far leſs creditable, WIRING, muſt 

5 K be 
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8 I. be uſeleſs and vain. If the people diſbe- 
. lieved him himſelf , ; he knew aſſuredly, 


fame records, and conſiſting of little elſe, 


they muſt regard the reſt as inferior ac- 
complices in the ſame crafty deſign, and 
reject all their pretended revelations with 
diſdain. 

In the mean while it is incredible, FIR 
Zacharias ſhould imagine, the people 
would, at this time in particular, prove 
averſe to the reception of ſuch a revela- 
tion, as he made public among them; or 
conſequently, that his own eſtabliſhed 


character would now, more than ever, be 
Inſufficient to procure him their belief. 


Ix other nations indeed, whoſe hiſto- 
ries pretended to no more, than a few un- 
certain accounts of divine interpoſitions; 


_ Whoever had made public a revelation of 
this kind, might with good reaſon appre- 
hend, it would require the teſtimony of 


more than one, to gain credit to ſuch an 
impoſture. But with the Jews the caſe 
was quite different. Their religious and 
civil hiſtory being woven together in the 


than 


John Baprift and Jaſus Chrift 
than a continued ſeries of immediate re- 
velations from God, authenticated in the 
moſt unqueſtionable manner; ſuch divine 
interpoſitions were ſo far from appearing, 
to their apprehenſions, ſtrange or impro- 
bable, in the nature of the thing; that they 
werefamiliarizedto the conceptions of even 
the loweſt of the people. | 
Tur had been favoured likewiſe, 
with a long ſucceſſion of prophets, whoſe 
predictions had been verified, in the moſt 
| ſignal revolutions of their ſtate and na- 
tion; and on whoſe authority they now 
confidently expected the ſpeedy manifeſ- 
tation of the Meſſiah. Their liberty too 


had been at length ſwallowed up by the 


Roman power, and they began more ea- 
| gerly to look for the arrival of that long 

promiſed prince, with whom they ex- 
| pected nothing leſs than univerſal domi- 
nion. Thus impatiently were the Jewiſh 
nation at this time expecting the ſudden 
appearance of their mighty deliverer. 
Ap could Zacharias apprehend, when 
the people were in ſuch a temper as this, 
K 2 | that 
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Pann I. that they would be, note, more than or- 
Sect. 4 
— dinarily averſe to believing any divine re- 


velation, upon the report of one of his 
profeſſion, and eſtabliſhed good charac- 


ter; and more particularly, a revelation 


which proclaimed the actual arrival of the 
Mefliah's immediate forerunner ? Could 
he think, that they would now at laſt be- 
gin to call in queſtion the honeſty of one, 
whoſe piety they had ever till this time re- 
vered? On the contrary, muſt he not 
rather have expected, that they would re- 
ceive with joy the glad tidings of the Meſ- 
ſiah's approaching manifeſtation; ; and, in- 
ſtead of now firſt ſuſpecting his veracity, 
wait, with a pleaſing hope, for the ac- 
compliſhment of the prediction? And 
with this opinion, founded upon the well 
known expectations of the whole people, 
joined with the conſciouſneſs of his own 
eſtabliſhed character; it would be abſurd 
to imagine, that fo artful an impoſtor 
could fooliſhly run the riſk of being al- 
moſt inevitably betrayed ; meerly to pro- 
cure aſſociates, whofe concurrence was 
| e | 1 
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ſo far from neceſſary, that they could not "= RS 
at all aſſiſt him in the execution of his 1525 A 


poſed deſigns. | 

IT has appeared: then, that the p 
poſed impoſture of Zacharias, relating to 
his own fon, was of fo peculiar a nature, 
that he himſelf could not entertain hopes 


of procuring any aſſociates in it, ſhould 


he make the attempt ; and. muſt have 


been ſenſible, that if he could, it was next 


to certain they would betray him, long 
before the plot could be put in execution. 
It has appeared likewiſe, that he could 
not but believe, that his own character 
was ſufficient to bear him out ; or, if That 
ſhould prove inſufficient, - that the aſſiſ- 


tance of any aſſociates, he could procure, 


would be till more unable to ſupport his 
cauſe. And further we have ſeen, the ſup- 


poſed plot zſelf, if there was one, was ſo 


contrived, that in fact he ſtood in need 
of no aſſociates at all. 


From all theſe particulars we cannot 


but draw this concluſion ; that if Zacha= 
- 71as had been a wicked deceiyer, and the 


HE 3 | con- 
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— ann I contriver of ſuch a falſe revelation con- 
— cerning his 6wn jon; he certainly would 
not Have ſet on foot, at the ſame time, any 
other conſpiracy, which would oblige him 
cd. reveal to any one his chief deſign, re- 


only attempt; and his wife Elizabeth 
would have been found the only perſon 
concerned with him, in carrying this on, 
And conſequently, fince it has before in- 
diſputably appeared, that wo other per- 
ſons, Joſeph and Mary, were as intimately 
concerned in the whole tranſaction relat- 
ing to Jobn, as Zacharias and Elizabeth 
themſekves ; and likewiſe, that they were 
All engaged together, at the ſame time, in 
another ſimilar tranſaction relating to Je- 
fus; we are reduced to the neceſſity of 


impoſture at all in the caſe; or at leaſt, 
that Zacharias and Elizabeth could not be 
the original contrivers of Both the plots ; 


if anyſuch i iniquitous e can Jul be 
| ſuppoſed. 


1 


lating to Jobn. This muſt have been his | 


- acknowledging, that there could be 26 
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SECTION v. 


AVING proceeded thus far in 3 I. 
proof of Zacharias's innocence of - 

the impoſtures in debate ; in order to place 

the incredibility of his having contrived 

them, in that clear and ſtrong light, which 

the nature of the caſe allows, it will now 

be neceſſary to take ſome more particular 

notice of Jeſeph and Mary; who, we have 

ſeen, muſt from the beginning have been 

privy to Zachar:as's deſigns. , 

For the preſent then, let us wave all 
that has been proved to the contrary, and 
ſtill ſuppoſe it poſſible for Zacharias to 

have contrived both the plots jn queſtion 
and to have reſolved to run the hazard of 
procuring ſome aſſociates to carry them on. 
Alfter all, it will yet be found, that Jos 
ſeph and Mary were in ſeveral, the moſt 
material circumſtances, perſons abſolutely 
_ unfit for his deſigns ; ſuch, as it is utterly 
| inconceivable he ſhould venture to make 
n with his plots, or in the leaſt 
3 expect 
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'» "ll I. expect to aſſiſt him in them; and ſuch, 
— 2 indeed, as he could by no means think 


: 5 of ever conſenting to abet them. 


A MORE unanſwerable argument can- 
not be defired, to ſhew the impoſſibility 


of Zacharias's ſingling out Mary, for a 


confederate in the conſpiracies ſuppoſed, 
than the conſideration of her youth 
Tux moſt authentic writers inform us, 


that marriage was, ſtrictly ſpeaking, fo 


truly univerſal among the Jews ; that they 


_ eſteemed it an abſolute command of God, 


which every man was indiſpenſably oblig- 
ed to comply with, as ſoon as he came to 
years of maturity. That, on this ac- 


count, it was Teputed among them highly 


ſinful, for # man to remain unmarried af- 
ter he was arrived at twenty years of age. 


"And that, in conſequence of this opinion, 


the men were all actually married by that 


time, and generally * ſooner ; . and the wo- 


men even much younger till. For thou gh 
a poſitive command laid upon the man 
only, was thought ſufficient ; and there- 


” fore dog did not _—_ that a ſimilar com- 


mand 
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mand was laid upon the woman alſo; EE kt I. 
yet we are aſſured, what indeed will N 
ſcarcely be doubted, that in fact the w- 
men were always married, at firſt, much 
younger than the men. They were ge- 
nerally betrothed, when only ten years 
old; ; and even married, in the higher 

ranks, extremely young. And judging 

upon a very fair average, we may believe 

their nuptials were compleated about the 

age of fifteen, at the lateſt, through the 
whole body of the people *. 


5 Turrs 
As this is a point of no ſmall importance in the 
* and the facts here aſſerted are ſo different from 
what obtains in chis part of the world; it will be pro- 
per here to eſtabliſh the truth of them, by more good 
authorities than one. 

The Jraus are very warm aſſertors of et honour 
and ſanctity of marriage; they extol it infinitely above 
a ſingle life, and hold it a condition more ſuitable to 

nature, more advantageous to mankind, and more ac- 

ceptable to God: ſo that they admit of no unmarried 
ſect among them; but on the contrary, look very jea- 
louſly upon ſuch of their nation, as either marry not at 
all, or long defer it. Wedlock they eſteem among the affir- 
mative precepts, which they make obligatory upon their 
whole nation. Every male coming to years of maturity, is 
bound to take a wife to increaſe his family. — Upon this 
account their eſpouſals are very early, their daughters being 

uſually 
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1 Is being the caſe, we are warranted 


A conclade, that at the time, when Za- 


charias 


ſually betrothed at ten gears of age; and if they Rag ich 
are married very young. Lewis's Heb. Antiq. b. vi. 35. 
Dee alſo particularly b. vi. 24. 


The Jeaus are obliged to marry, becauſe God's pre- 


cept to the firſt man, of peopling the earth, increaſe 
and multiply, ſtill continnes in all its force. Woe to the 


man who lives in a houſe without a wife. They come 


not under this law till they are twenty years of age ; but 


then they muſt marry, otherwiſe they fon againſt God and 
his ordinance. They become murtherers ; they deftroy the 
image of the firſt man; and cauſe the Holy Spirit to with-_ 

araw himſelf from Iſrael. "Tis a queſtion in the 


Talmud, Who is he that proſtitutes his daughter? and 


the anſwer, is, the father that keeps her too long at home, 
or marries her to an old man. — The Jews do not gene- 
rally wait twenty years. They make contracts betwixt 
their children betimes, and execute them as ſoon as poſſi- 

ble.—In the mean time, a daughter married by her fa- 
ther, before ſhe is twelve years old and a half, has the 


privilege of ſeparating upon a ſimple diſguſt at her huſ- 
band, becauſe ſhe was not then at the age of chooſing.” 


— Baſnage's Hiſt. of the Jews, b. v. 19, For want of 


- the original I have quoted from Taylor's tranſlation. 


* Certainly among the Jeauiſb nation, they were ſo 
far from accounting the vow of virginity a piece of de- 


votion and religion, that they accounted it a reproach 


for a woman to be childleſs ; nay a reproach for a wo- 


man not to be married. And a greater reproach it 


was, for a woman not to be married. — Nay the Jews 


in their traditional law, (by which they were led too 
much) did not only account it a ſhame, not to be married ; 


but 
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charias muſt have ſingled out Mary, as a Fa 5 1 J. 


proper perſon to aſſiſt him 1 in carrying on * & 
his 


but a 5 and a breach of God's command. For thoſe 
words (Gen. 1. 28.) be fruitful and multiply, they ac- 
count not only a bleſſing, but a command; and reckon it 
the firſt command of the fix hundred and thirteen com- 
mands that are in the law.” — Lightfoot, vol. il. p. 
1216. 

On another 3 he quotes the following paſfage 
from Maimon. — © The man is commanded concerning 
begetting and multiplying, but not the woman. And 
when doth the man come under this command? from 
the age of fixtern or ſeventeen years. But if he exceeds 
twenty years without marrying ; behold he violates, and 
renders an affirmative precept vain,” — Lala v. li. 

P. 757 

« Amongſt the people of the Feavs, the deſire of iſſue 

made them marry very young: moſt of the men were 
married at eighteen years of age. Allix's Reflec. on 
the four laſt books of Moſes, ch. 20. 

e Maſculi omnes tenentur uxorem Aenne ubi attige- 
runt ſexdecem aut ſeptemdecem annos. *The men are 
all obliged to marry, when they arrive at ſeventeen or 
eighteen years of age. Lamy, App. Bibl. p. 140 —— 

« At eighteen a ſon i is to marry.” Lewis's Heb. e 
b. vi. ch. 39. 

In confirmation of theſe authorities a great variety of 
regulations, which were obſerved among the Jews, prove 
the earlineſs of their marriages beyond all diſpute. — 

It was provided, that a woman betrothed before ſhe was 
| twelve years old, could not be taken to her huſband's 
houſe, without her own conſent, till he was tavelve com- 
plete, =— If a woman was completely married before 
the age of twelve and a half, ſhe might obtain a divorce 
f upon ; 
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Pan r 1. his impious deſigns, and one who might 


S be ſuppoſed likely to undertake the part 


he intended for her in them; She could 
not be more than about fourteen years of 
age. 
FROM the hiſtory itſelf | it en ap- 
| bene that even after the birth of John; 


which 


upon a ſimple digat. Xt mov at thirteen years of age, 
and a woman at tauelve and a half, was at full liberty 
to enter into a contract of marriage without the conſent 
of parents, or guardians. — If a amn was betrothed, 
before the age of twelve, - ſhe had a power of deferring 
the mariage for a twelvemonth ; whenever the huſband 
Frope/ed to her to complete it. If betrothed at the age 
of twelve and a half, ſhe might put off the marriage 
till ſhe was a year older. But if ſhe was thirteen and a 
half, or older, at the time of betrothing ; ſhe had no 
Fower to delay the marriage for more than thirty days, 
after the man propoſed to her the completing of their 
marriage. —— If the man deferred the completion of 
the marriage, longer than the expiration of theſe le- 
gal times; (except in caſes of neceſlity) he was bound 
to /upport the woman he had betrothed, till he finally 
married her. 
Theſe peculiar regulations prove clearly, that 57 vm be- 


Fore the age of ten, to about thirteen years, was the period, 
in which the avomen among the Jeaus were cuſtomarily 


zetrotbed. And when we conſider this, jointly with the 
authorities juſt produced, it cannot be doubted, but that 
marriage was ftriftly ſpeaking. univerſal, among the 
Jews; and that in naming even 'the age of fifteen years, 
for that limit, in which the Jewiſh women were fff 
married; we have allowed, at the leaſt, full as long a 
Period as the caſe can require. 
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which muſt have been near a twelvemonth Fs 8 I. 
after Zacharias's firft application to Mary; 9 


ſhe was ſtill only Setrothed, not yet mar- 
ried to Joſeph. The birth * of Jeſus Chriſt 
was 0n this wiſe. When as his mother Mary 
was eſpouſed to Foſeph ; before they came 


together ſhe was found : with child of the = 


Holy Gt. In conſequence of which it 
follows, that 7% ph was minded to put her 


away privily. But it is plain likewiſe, 
that Joſeph was not apprized of Mary's 
ſituation till juſt er the birth of John. 

For upon the angel's appearing to Mary, 


and informing her +, as we are told, that 


her couſin Elizabeth was then fix months 
gone with child; Mary, we find, imme- 
diately left her own home, to go to Eli- 
zabeth; and abode with her three months, 
till ber full time came, and ſhe brought © 
forth a jon . Then it was, at her return 
to her own home from Elizabeth, upon 
the birth of John; and while her mar- 
rage with Fo 5 remained yet to be cm- 
pleted; 


0 Matt, i. 1 K Luke i. 36. f ldem i. 
56, 57. 


x 
— ” 
. — uxx— . ]˙ —— . ——————— > 
- = Ps 2 j 


The Divine Miſſioms of 


2 I. pleted; that He became acquainted with 
her pregnancy, and began to think of 


putting her away, Nor did he take her 
home to his own houſe, which was part 
of the matrimonial ceremony among the 
Jews, till at leaſt ſome little time after 
this; when, as he aſſerted, the angel had 
appeared to him, and told him, 70 fear 
not to take unto lim Mary his une. 
From all which it is abundantly evident, 
that even ſo late as after the birth of John, 
Mary was not yet actually married to Jo- 
 feph; though they had been for ſome time 
_ betrothed to each other.. 

Ir has been proved already · , that 5 oſepb 
and Mary muſt have been engaged by Za- 
charias in his deſigns ; if they wereengag- 
eld inthem at all; before the time of his own 
viſion in the temple. Tis indeed appa- 
rent, from the nature of the caſe alone, 
that he who had ſuch an extraordinary 
part to play, and made uſe of ſo much 
refined artifice at the r of the plot, 


muſt 


5 . Matt. i. 20. + See pages 72—84. | 


Fobn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chrif. 143 


muſt certainly have taken care to fecure Parr I. 
ſuch aſſociates, as he had made abſolutely — 
requiſite for its ſucceſs, before the time, 
when the plan was actually to be put in 
execution. So that it appears, Zacbarias 
muſt have fingled out Mary, as a perſon 
both likely and proper to carry on that im- 
poſture he had contrived; and muſt have 
| communicated to her his whole deſign; 
and actually have engaged her to aſſiſt, as 
ſhe afterwards did, in the proſecution of 
it; about a twelvemonth, at leaſt, before 
her marriage with Joſeph was completed; 
at which time ſhe could ſcarcely be more 
than ler uren 1 and fifteen years of 
an. 

WrrI regard to Mary then, the argu- 
ment is reduced to this ſhort queſtion; 
whether this can be allowed a probable, 
or even a poſſible ſuppoſition? Whether 
it is conceivable, that an arch impoſtor, 
grown grey in the practice of fraud and 
diſſimulation, and ſkilled in all · the arti- 
fices neceſſary to carry on a deceit; as 


Zacbarias, if a deceiver, muſt have been; 
| —_ 
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P — T I. ſhould eſteem a girl, who was not arrived 
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t the full uſe of her underſtanding, a 


fit perſon to carry on a long and intricate 


train of the moſt impious impoſtures? 
Whether, in ſhort, he who had projected 


ſuch a deſign, as he knew was incapable 
of being entered into by any, who had not 


their conſciences ſeared with the long 


practice of iniquity, in all its ſhapes; 
ſhould ſingle out one, as a likely perſon to 
approve and abet it; whoſe youth, and 
lex! *, and 1 innocence, and i tat, amy 


The incredibility of the e foppoſit tion we are conider- | 
ing, is very greatly inhanced, by the reſerved manner 


in which the Jewiſh women, like thoſe of moſt ner 


eaſtern nations, were brought up. 
« It was the cuſtom for parents among the Jews, ne- 


ver to let their virgin daughters go out of their houſes ; 


which cuſtom made them be called concealed, in oppoſi- 


tion to thoſe that went abroad; that is, that were proſ- 


titutes. . Allix on the Old Teſtament, vol. i. c. 20. 
To the ſame purpoſe, Lamy, Apparat. Biblicus, c. 16, 
60 Virgines multa cura ſervantur abditæ intra domum; 
unde virgo dicitur hebraice, gnalema; hoc eſt, abſcon- 
dita. “ The virgins are with great care kept con- 


cealed within doors; from whence a virgin is called in 


Hebrew, gnalema ; that is, hidden.” 
The daughters are inſtructed by the mothers, with 


| FE? We” e, 80 the buſmeſs that belongs to their ſex. 
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of the world, would neceſſarily make her Pax I. 
terrified at the mention of ſo villainous a GI 

propoſal ; and ſhocked at the monſter, 

who could attempt to ſeduce her into it ? 

THESE ſurely are queſtions we cannot 

heſitate how to anſwer. We may with | 

confidence pronounce it morally impoſ- | [| 
_ ſible, for him, who, if detected, was 9 
ſure to pay for his villainy with his life, 0 = 

voluntarily to lay it open to one, whoſe 1 
youth” and inexperience abſolutely d:/qua- | 'F 
fed Her from giving him aſſiſtance; and _ 
whoſe timidity, and native abhorrence of | 

ſuch crimes, would in all buman probability 

induce her to publiſh them to the world, 

' NoTrinG can render it poſſible for 

Zacharias to have pitched upon a perſon 

fo young as Mary, to make a confederate 

in ſuch a ſcheme ; or account for Her en- 

gaging in it; but the ſuppoſition, that ſhe 

had noe gen very plain yon of ſo 

1 N 


They were ſeldom allowed to go ads and upon this 
account a daughter in the Hebrew language is called 
Alma z which ſignifies as much as a perſon concealed, and 
cloſe . — Lewis's Heb. . b. vi. 35+ 
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profligate a diſpoſition, that it might na- 


3 turally be ſuppoſed, ſlie was capable of 


entering into any villainous enterpriſe, he 


could poſſibly propoſe to her. A ſuppo- 


ſition on all accounts abſurd, and impoſ- 


ſible to have been true. 


Hap this been the caſe, it muſt cer- 
tainly have been much better known at 
Nazareth, the place where Mary * lived ; 
than it could be to Zacharias, who dwelt 
at Hebron T, which was a great diſtance 
off . But had the neighbourhood, where 
Mary reſided, known, or only ſuſpected 


Her to have been guilty, not of any enor- 


mous crimes only, but of any vicious con- 
| i duct 


ö * Luke i i. 26. 
+ Iti is a generally received opinion, that Zacharias 


_ dwelt at Hebron. — For though it is true indeed, the 


prieſts after the return from Babylon, were not all diſ- 
poſed and placed, in all thoſe very ſame dwellings they 


| had poſleſſed before the captivity.; yet is it-probable that 
| Zachary, who was the ſeed of Aaron, being here ſaid to 


dwell in the hill country of Judea, might have his houſe 


in Hebron, which is more peculiarly ſaid to be the city 


of Aaron's offspring, Joſh: xxi. 11.“ —lightſcbt on 


Luke i. 39. vol. ii. 386. Allix on the N. T. 198. 


1 The hill country of Judea, was about ſeventy miles 
from Nazareth, where Mary lived. Macknight's com- 
ment on his a ſet. 4. 
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duct whatever; it would unqueſtionably Pg. Parr I. 
have been reported about, and her repu- DR 


tation deſtroyed; at leaſt as ſoon as ſhe 
began to fet up for a publiſher of divine 
 revelations,. and the moſt honourable mo- 
{her of the promiſed: Maſiab. The plea- 
ſure, which people of all ranks and ſta- 
tions are univerſally found to take, in ex- 
poſing the faults and failures of all within 
their knowledge ; eſpecially when they 
make pretenſions to ſomething more ex- 
cellent than all about them; will not al- 
low us to ſuppoſe, that, if Mary had given 
ſigns of fo. bad a diſpoſition ; thoſe who 
lived near, and were upon a level with 
her, would have ſuffered her. to eſcape 
without this public condemnation. 

Hx R inferior rank in life too will not ſuf- 
fer us to imagine, that ſhe could have been 
guilty of ſuch crimes, and yet have found 
means to conceal them. In the more ex- 
alted ſtations wealth may ſometimes ſupply 

means and opportunities of concealing our 
true characters, and ſuch actions as are not 
fit for the public view. But That claſs of 
ES: the 
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Pa 8 25 I. the people, who are obliged to labour for 


* 


their ſupport, and in which the intended 
wife of Foſeph was, are deſtitute of ſuch 
_ reſources. Their habitations, and the ge- 
neral tenour of their lives, are fo far, at 
leaſt,” unavoidably expoſed to the obſer- 
vation of all about them; that they can- 
not go any uebi lengths in vice, 
without bringing themſelves into general 
ſuſpicion at leaſt, if ey are not even actu- 
ally detected. 18184151 
rn therefore utterly . 
hint Mary could already have been guilty 
of anything ſo bad, or indeed of any bad 
conduct at all, which could make Zacha- 
rias believe her capable of undertaking fo 
iniquitous a part, as he muſt have deſign- 
ed her to act; without having become 
proportionably infamous; or at leaſt of a 
very ſuſpicious character, in the neigh- 
bourhood where ſhe lived. Whereas we 
have ſufficient reaſon to believe, that no 
objections were ever e to Mory's $ vi- 
a. _ ee 


Ir 
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I rx any could have been urged, as they ry 
would unqueſtionably have been made 
public, and handed down to us; ſo would 
they have rendered Mary abſolutely unfit, 
for Zacharias to have applied to, for an aſ- 
ſociate in his plot. Had her character been - 
in the leaſt degree ſuſpicious ; any apparent — 
connection with Her, in a ſeries of ſuch 
amazing events; great part of which were 
ſo circumſtanced, as to depend upon her 
veracity for their only immediate proof, 
at that time; muſt unavoidably have made 
every one apprehenſive of ſome deceit. 
The ſuppoſition of Mary's being engaged 
by Zacharias to carry on his ſuppoſed -im- | 
poſture,” is therefore plainly inconſiſtent | 
with, and deſtructive of itſelf. It neceſ- 
| farily ſuppoſes her reputation to have been 
ſuſpicious, at leaſt; in order to account 
for his judging her a proper. perſon to carry 
| on his deſigns ; though it is evident, that 
the leaſt imputation upon her character, 
| muſt have made his aſſociating with her, 
the readieſt-way to prevent his ſucceſs. _ 
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As for Zacharias himſelf, we have al- 


wy ready ſeen, he had always found means to 


ſupport an exemplary character. For Him 


therefore to have picked out an aſſociate, 


whoſe integrity was looked upon as of a 
dubious nature; would have been pur- 


poſely leſſening his own authority, and 


fooliſhly bringing his own eſtabliſhed cre- 
dit into queſtion. A conduct, it muſt be 


owned, too apparently abſurd, to ſuppoſe 


him capable of purſuing ; and which the 
event has ſhewn he did not in fact adopt, 
had he been capable of it. Had Mary's 


integrity been but of a queſtionable na- 


ture ; the Jewiſh rulers, who never hear- 


kened to Jobn, and atlengthcrucified Jeſus, 


would not have failed to expoſe her, with 


the utmoſt virulence and malice. This 


they would aſſuredly have done, to con- 
vince the people of the wiſdom of their 


covvn conduct; and to ſhew them, that 


the whole ſeries of miraculous events at- 


| teſted both by Zacharias and Her, were, at 
the bottom, nothing better an a moſt 


audacious impoſture. 


. 
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In ſhort, to render it poſſible for Za- 1 2 1 I. 
charias to have attempted making Mary 5. 


an accomplice in the plot ſuppoſed, we 
muſt reſolutely maintain the truth of one 


or other of the following moſt abſurd ſup- 


poſitions. — 
ETER Mary, while ſhe was yet quite 


a girl, and before ſhe was betrothed to Jo- 


|  ſepb, muſt have been guilty of ſuch crimes, 
as ſhewed her to be fit for Zacharias's de- 


ſigns: and theſe crimes, though well 


known to Zacharias, who lived at a con- 


ſiderable diſtance from Nazareth; were 


never, at any time, ſo much as ſuſpected, 


in the very place, where She I if re- 


ſided. 
On elſe her EE conduct was re- 
ally well known to her neighbours and 


_ "acquaintance at Nazareth; but they were 
all fo firmly attached to her intereſt, and 


the two grand impoſtures ſhe ſo ſoon en- 


gaged in; that nat one of them ever be- 
Aae the leaſt hint of her miſdemeanors; 
even though the laying open her true cha- 


racter, would certainly have been recom- 
8 with very great rewards. 
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OR thirdly, though Mary had actually 


DSI gone great lengths in iniquity ; neither 


| Zacharias, nor any one elſe, had any cauſe 
to ſuſpect it: and yet Zacharias pitched 
upon Her for acting a principal part in his 
plot; and imparted it to her, without any 
| reaſon whatever for imagining ſhe could 
be capable of entering into it. 
On, in the laſt place; Mary's conduct 
had really been irreproachable, till Zacha- 
rias thus unaccountably laid open to her 
his flagitious deſigns: but then, all at 
once, ſhe willingly conſpired with him, 
in publiſhing the moſt impious forgeries, 
for divine revelations; and ever after con- 
tinued ſo hardened and undaunted, as ne- 
ver to make the leaſt confeſſion, : or ac- 
| knowledgment of her crimes. 
Suck are the conditions, and the only 
| conditions, on which it is allowed us to be- 
lieve, that 2 achariasattempted to make Ma- 
rya confederate in the proſecution of his ſup- 
poſed impoſture; and that Mary really be- 
came an accomplice with him in ĩt. But as 
each of these ee abounds i inabſurdi- 
iet, 
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ties, impoſlible to be admitted ; it muſt at Pain 1. 


length be acknowledged, that had Zacha- 3 


rias actually planned out ſuch an impoſ- 
ture, he could not have applied to Mary, 
to aſſiſt him in carrying it on; nor Mary 
have complied with his propoſal, if he 
had. And ſince it is likewiſe undeniably 


plain, that Mary was as much a principal 


in the whole tranſaction, as Zacharias 
| bimſelf; we are obliged to confeſs, from 
the evidence of inconteſtible facts, that 
the two impoſtures ſuppoſed muſt be all 
a meer groundleſs imagination ; or, at leaſt, 


that Zacharias and Elizabeth could not be 


the authors of them Both; if in fact there 
could be any deceit at all in the caſe. 
WII regard to Joſeph, we cannot ar- 
gue in exactly the ſame manner as we 
have concerning Mary; becauſe his age, at 
the time of his marriage with Mary, is a diſ- 
puted point. The majority indeed ſuppoſe 
ber to have been his ff wife; in which 
caſe we might ſafely rely upon his being 
| RY n years old *, at the time 


when 


8 


As will appear upon conſidering the concluſion ei- 


tabliſhed from p. 72, to p. 84; together with the parti- 
culars contained in the note p. 137, & ſeq. 


154 De Divine Miſſions of 


b —_ r I. when Zacharias muſt have applied to Him 
| 2 likewiſe, to take part in his plot. But ſome 
authors not only imagine him to have been 
married, and to have had children before 
this time; but have even thought he was 
already a very old man . However, 
chooſe which of theſe opinions we pleaſe ; 
either of them will afford us ſufficient evi- | 
dence of the incredibility of His being ap- 
plied to by Zacharias, to aſſiſt in his ſup- 
an impoſture. 

Ir we embrace the in ſuppoſition, 
and the moſt commonly received; his 
youth itſelf, conſidered in all its rl 
quences, which need not here be inſiſted 

on, will be ſuch a circumſtance, as is 
alone ſufficient to render Zacharias's ap- 
plying to Him, with the deſign in queſtion, 
very highly improbable. Suppoſe him, 
vith the other fide, very far advanced in 
years, and it will be but plunging into one 
OP ONE af in order to get _ 
| 0 


See Epiphanius, as Nh to by Lardner, Cre- 

| - db. Kc. vol. viii. p. 309, — For the more received opi- 

nion, conſult Grot. . xili. 55. Lightfoot vol, i. 
p- 268. 
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of another. The older we ſuppoſe him Paar I. 


to have been, the more glaringly impoſ- 3 


ſible it muſt appear, for one in his low 
ſtation of life; and who, before he could 
be thought capable of conſpiring in ſuch a 


deceit, muſt have been well hardened in 


the practice of vice; to have kept his true 


character ſo effectually concealed, that 


not even his enemies themſelves ſhould 
ever call his integrity in queſtion. Vet 
this it is certain he muſt have done; ſince 
the evangeliſt has not heſitated to affirm, 


he was a juſt man; and the Jews have 
never contradicted the aſſertion; notwith- 


ſtanding we know very well how deſirous 
they muſt have been to blaſt his reputa- 


tion. And to this we muſt add, that if 


Jeſepb was now eighty years of age, as 


ſome authors report, or even many years 


younger; all the various abſurdities of 
his entering into ſo fedzous a plot, as that 
in queſtion, muſt have appeared fo obvi- 


cus to Zacharias, as well as Foſeph himſelf; 


chat! it is dne incredible He couldapply to 


Jabs 


. Matt. i. 19. 
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Parr I. 
Sect.g Toſeph to take part in it; or that Fo 55 
could have conſented to it, if he had. 


Ir muſt therefore be given up as an in- 
credible imagination, that Foſeph could be 
ſeduced by Zacharias to take part in the 
conſpiracy in queſtion ; or elſe we muſt 
maintain, that even more moral impoſh- 
bilities, than'thoſe which have juſt now 
ſthewn the falſehood of this ſuppoſition, 
with regard to Mary; ought not to be 
allowed their natural weight and influ- 
ence, in determining its credibility with 
relation to Joſeph. | 
Bor beſides, can any thing be en 
more improbable, than that a Jewiſh prieſt, 
who had conceived a deſign no leſs am- 
bitious, than that of ſetting up his own 
ſon for the Forerunner of the Meſjiab ; 
ſhould chooſe for his aſſociates in the pro- 
ſecution of ſuch a plan, p erſons of ſo h- 
ſcure a ſtation as Foſeph by Mary were ? 
Could the fame man, who was capable of 
forming fo iniquitous a device, to gratiſy 
an unbounded pride and ambition; chooſe 
0 be connected, in the 8 a 
with 


928 
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: with an obſcure carpenter and his wife ? 2 arr I. 


Nothing could induce him to ſingle out 
ſuch aſſiſtants as theſe ; had his favourite 
plot really ſtood in need of any; but his 
imagining, either, that it would be more 
difficult to procure any confederates of a 
higher.rank in life ; or that, if they could 
be found, their aſſiſtance would not be ſo 
likely to gain ſucceſs to his undertaking. 
But as to the fir/# of theſe ſuppoſitions; 
how could he imagine, that the lower 
ranks of the people only were capable of 
furniſhing him with aſſociates in ſuch a 

villainous impoſture ? It has never been 
ſuppoſed, that the plain fundamental prin- 
ciples of moral honeſty and religion, are 


not as well known to the mechanic and 


 artificer, and have not as general an in- 
: fluence. over them; at leaſt in ſuch caſes, 
where guilt would be highly flagrant ; as 
they are to, or have over thoſe, who are 
placed in much higher ſtations of life. 
Ax if there is not even an imaginary 
Connection between induſtry, and falſe- 
hood ; or impiety, and an humble ſta- 


tion; 
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P 8 * tion; certain it is, there are ſome vicious 
GR undertakings, which thoſe who labour for 


their ſupport, are rendered much more 
unlikely to enter into, by their very fitua- 
tion itſelf. Such, above all others, are 
thoſe iniquitous plots, which owe their 
birth to in/atiable ambition; the very na- 
ture of the ſuppofed impoſture before us. 
The ſphere, in which men act, preſcribes 
in great meaſure, the limits of their at- 
tempts. It ſets bounds to the dangers they 
dare encounter, and the prize they will 
encounter them to obtain. The forging 
of divine revelations, in order to ſet up a 
counterfeit of the promiſed Meſiah ; was 
a project too far removed above the views 


of a common carpenter, to make it pro- 


bable he could be at all deſirous of enter- 
ing into it; as well as too difficult and 
dangerous an attempt, for one in his low 


arion to care to engage in, for what re- 


wards it had to offer. Whereas it was, 


fo far, a defign not unworthy the enter- 


prifing ambition of thoſe in the more ex- 
* ſpheres of we ; and conſequently 


far 
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far more likely to engage them in its = ar I. 


ekt. 5. 
purſuit. 


War motive then could poſlibly 
determine Zacharias to attempt procur- | 
ing his aſſociates, from fo low a rank of 

the people? Could he think, that the in- 
fluence of ſuch as were of ſome figure 
and faſhion, would not ſo effectually 
contribute to crown his enterpriſe with 
ſucceſs? On the contrary, 'tis apparent, 
that the aſſiſtance of thoſe, whoſe rank 
would ſecure them from contempt, was 
what an impoſtor, embarked in ſuch a 
cauſe, muſt have been particularly deſi- 
rous of. The ſtrongeſt teſtimony of an 
obſcure mechanic, in matters relating to 
the higheſt points of divine revelation, 
| Zacharias well knew, was likely to have 
| but little weight indeed, with the baug/ty 
rulers of any of thoſe ſects, into which 
the Jews were divided; and by ſome of 
which the whole people were held, as it 
were, in bondage. Neither could Za- 
charias expect to find in the narrow 
ſphere of Job's ſtate and education; 
| | that 
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177 8 T I. that comprehenſive ſubtlety, and refined 
ect. 5. . $ i 
 —-— diflimulation, ſo neceſſary for carrying on 
ſuch intricate impoſtures; ; but ſcarcely to 
be acquired without a more miſcellane- 
ous, and general intercourſe with various 
orders of mankind. | 
I the mean time, it can ſcarcely be be- 
lieved, that any one could have travelled 
ſo. long in the high roads of iniquity, as 
Zacharias, if he was the contriver of this 
plot, muſt have done; without ſome 
Faithful companion, to divide the dangers, 
and ſhare the rewards of his crimes. At 
leaſt, if this could otherwiſe be believed; ; 
ſo long as we ſuppoſe Zacharias to have 
ſought out for an aſſociate, on the preſent 
_ occaſion ; we ſhall find ourſelves obliged 
to grant, that he mf frequently have 
done ſo before. If, in the many wicked 
plots he muſt have deviſed and executed 
before this, he had made it his invariable 
rule, never to admit a partner into his 
counſels, for fear of diſcovering at length 
his true character and conduct; it will be 
e to ſuppoſe, that he ſhould: now, 


after 


John Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt. 
after all, ſo fooliſhly lay himſelf open to 
detection; in the very wickedeſt, and 


moſt hazardous, of all the attempts he 


could ever have undertaken ; and, above 
all, the moſt likely to be betrayed. 


I 61 


. 1. 


ect. 5. 
2 


Hts being ſuppoſed to have bucht . 


out for aſſociates at this time, plainly im- 
plies, therefore, that he muſt have done 
ſo before, on many other occaſions; and 
conſequently, that he muſt have had 


ſome approved fellow- workers of ini- 


quity, from whoſe former fidelity he had 
good reaſon to think, that whether they 
joined in his preſent deſign or no, they, 
above all others, would not betray him. 
Theſe therefore, if ſtill living, muſt have 


been the perſons he would have applied 5 


| to; and whom, if any, we ſhould have 
found acting their parts in this impoſture. 
For if they ſnould have thought it too hazar- 
dous, and unpromiſing an enterpriſe to 


engage in; Zacbarias could not have ima- 


gined any others would riſł their ſafety upon 


it. And even if he had already out- 


lived all his faithful accomplices, it was 


1 no 
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gd 1 now much too late in life to incur the 
— danger of making more. Vet certain it 
is, that Mary was a principal in the whole 
tranſaction before us; and as certain, that 
She, who was then ſcarce fifteen years of 
age, could not be one of thoſe long tried 
aſſociates, of him, who muſt at this time 
have been ſo old a practitioner in the arts 
of deceit. Her youth alone, not to re- 
peat here any other circumſtance of her 
character and ſituation, renders it abſo- 
lutely impoſſible, that ſhe could. 
In one word therefore, to cloſe the 
evidence that has been produced on this 
head, it has plainly appeared; that if Za- 
charias was the contriver of Both the con- 
Hiracies in queſtion, and ſeduced Foſeph 
and Mary to act the parts they ſuſtained 
in them; in the firſt place, he muſt know- 
_ #ngly have expoſed himſelf to almoſt cer- 
tain deſtruction, by adding the plot con- 
cerning Jeſus to that relating immediately 
to John; as by this means only he laid him- 
ſelf under a neceſſity of making known 
his villainous deſigns, in order to procure 
accomplices to carry them jointly on: 
5 A and 
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and this, notwithſtanding his fir/t, and Pa N 1. 
favourite impoſture, was ſo contrived, SL 


that its ſucceſs was rendered more pre- 
carious, by being connected with he 
Other, than it would have been alone. In 
the next place, to crown the whole, he 
muſt pur poſely have ſingled out ſuch per- 
ſons, to apply to for their aſſiſtance, in 


this double impoſture ; whoſe youth and 


character, whoſe every circumſtance in 


life, rendered them,” he well knew, the 


moſt likely perſons 70 reject his propoſals, 
and betray his villainy; and even ſhould 
they not, the 4e Sant of promoting 
their ſucceſs, 

Bor as theſe are conpaliticns, which it 
is evidently impoſſible to admit; we may 
at length venture to affirm, that the ex- 


iſtence of any ſuch plots, as theſe in de- 


bate, is a meer groundleſs imagination; or 
at leaſt, if they did exiſt, that Zacharias 


and Eliaabeth could not be the original 


contri vers of them Both; and for the ſake 


of promoting the.ſucceſs of One, have pro- 


cured Joſeph and Mary to undertake the 
proſecution of the Otber. 


” 2 SEC- 


164 


De Divine Miſſions of 
SECTION VI 


HE frft of thoſe three ſuppoſi- 


tions we were obliged to make *, 


in order to account for the exiſtence of the 


=o impoſtures under conſideration, having 


thus proved incredible, on ſo many. ac- 


counts; let us now proceed to the ſecond; 


and enquire whether it is poflible, 
„ THAT Zacharias might be the ori- 


ginal projector of that deſign only, which 
immediately related to his Son; and - 


ſeph and Mary, in like manner, the con- 
trivers of * other e in favour of 


their own.” _ 
Had this 1 his true 8 * 1 
caſe, ſince it has been ſeen, that They were 


All, from the beginning, engaged to- 


gether in the joint proſecution of Both 
impoſtures; it will unavoidably follow, 


EITHER that Zacharias made known 


bis defign firſt, to Joſeph and Mary; and 


that in conſequence of it, they then made 


® See p. 86. 
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him acquainted with theirs: Or, that n , L. 
They firſt diſcloſed their intended plot to 

Zacharias, in hopes of procuring his aſ- 
ſiſtance in That alone; upon which Za- 
charias laid open to Them the ſcheme he 
himſelf had in view: And thus, which 
ever might happen to be the caſe, They All 
immediately agreed to ſupport each other 
in the joint proſecution of Both. _ 

Ir Each party contrived their own plot, 
one of theſe ſuppoſitions muſt have taken 
place. But a ſlight attention to ſome ma- 
terial circumſtances will preſently make it 
appear, that neither of them can be true. 

Wir regard to the fit, which ſup- 
poſes Zacharias to have laid the ſcheme 
concerning John only, and to have applied 
to Jeſepb and Mary, to join with him in 
the proſecution of That alone ; nothing can 
be more plain, than that every argument 
which has been already alleged, to ſhew 

that Zacharias could not be the author of 
both deſigns ; or, if he had been, that He 
could nat have applied to Joſeph and Mary 
to conſpire with him in Both; remains as 
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_ Pann I. ftrong as before, upon this ſuppoſition ; nay 
mg and proves even more forcibly, that he 


could not have imparted to them One of 


' theſe ſuppoſed deſigns, had he been tho 


contriver of One only. 

He could not have been wicked 1 
to be capable of a contrivance for counter- 
feiting the Meſſiah's Forerunner ; without 
having been equally capable of ſetting up 


an impoſtor, even under the character of 
the Meſſiab himſelf. If his advanced age, 
his religious profeſſion, and his ſingular 


good character, conſidered in all their un- 
avoidable conſequences, prove it utterly 


incredible, that he could be the author 


of two ſuch deteſtable undertakings; they 
render it equally abſurd to imagine he 
could be the planner out of Either. If 
the length of time requiſite to put in prac- 
tice the ſuppoſed impoſture relating to 
Jobn only, is ſuch a circumſtance, as, 


vhen conſidered jointly with Zacharias 
age, renders the ſuppoſition of his con- 


triving it, not only unworthy of belief, 
but even highly ridiculous; it cannot 
KW wk 8 ſtand 
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ſtand in need of any other. plot of the ? AKT 
ſame kind, to make it ſtill more incre- Re i” > 


dible. If it has appeared likewiſe, from 
conſidering Mary's youth, and the ſeveral 
other circumſtances, both of her ſituation, 
and that of Joſeph ; that Zacharias cannot 


be conceived to have diſcloſed to them, 


both theſe deſigns, if he had contrived 
them Both ; the ſame reaſons will make it 


equally incredible, that he could venture 
to lay open to them his iniquity in One of 
theſe devices, if he was the real author - 


of One only. 

Fon what has been proved already 
therefore, without any thing further, it 
might here be allowable to conclude ; 
that this /econd ſuppoſition, as far as re- 
lates to Zacharias, muſt in every particu- 
lar be as falſe and groundleſs as the „nf. 
But in reality, the evidence of his inno- 
cence will be found much ſtronger on his 


f ſuppoſition, than the former, 


In the firſt place, it is apparent from 


the nature of the thing itſelf, that if the 


"Plot relating to John was the whole of Za- 
M 4 charias's 
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Pax I. PPE. s deſign; Elizabeth and He were 
Sect. 
ST the only perſons at all requiſite, and in- 
deed the only perſons capable of carrying 
it on. Had this been the caſe therefore, 
they would never have revealed their own 
impiety, as no uſe could attend it, to any 
perſon whatever. To imagine, that now 
at length Z acharias would voluntarily lay 
open his wicked intentions, when they 
neither required, nor indeed could admit 
of any management beſides his own ; and, 
above all, that he ſhould thus betray him- 
ſelf to ſuch perſons, fo circumſtanced as 
Foſeph and Mary were; purely to let 
them into the ſecret of his true concealed 
character; would be the moſt ridiculous 
and extravagant of all imaginations. 
AGAIN, while we ſuppoſed Zacharias 
to have contrived a plot for the Son of an- 
other perſon, as well as one for his own ; 
it might, at firſt Gght, appear poſſible to 
procure aſſociates, by giving them hopes 
of great advantages to be drawn from 
the ſucceſs of their Son. But if he had 
no deſign on foot, more than that relating 
c Eu 8 to 


Juln Baptiſt and Je efus Chriſt. 
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to John only; even this appearance of a Pare I. 
' Sect. 6, 
poſlibility of his procuring aſſiſtance from uv 


Joſe oſeph and Mary, had his plot really ſtood 
in need of it, is entirely vaniſhed ; and 
the ſuppoſition of his applying to them 
about it, becomes at once confeſſedly in- 
credible. 

CERTAINLY he could not hope to en- 
gage them in ſo dangerous, as well as ini- 
quitous a deſign, without having at leaſt 
| ſome very ſpecious emoluments to pro- 


poſe to them from its ſucceſs. But what 
advantages could he make them imagine 


might probably reſult to them; ſhould his 
ſuppoſed deſign in favour of John only 
prove ever ſo ſucceſsful ? And this is the 
only deſign we are now ſuppoſing him to 
have contrived. It might indeed be 
thought, that the parents of ſo diſtinguiſh- 


ed a prophet, if they were till alive when 
the plot ſhould take effect, would be held 


in veneration and eſteem : and this was 


the utmoſt that even they themſelves 
could hope for. But no benefit could be 


expected on this account by his moſt dif- 
tant 
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Pan r I. rant relations, and eſpecially ſuch as were 
A in ſo obſcure a ſphere of life as Joſeph and 


Mary were. | 
GREATNESS and ſplendor were by no 
means the apparent objects of this deſign, 
even with regard to Jobn himſelf : who 
inſtead of affecting rule and authority over 
the people, was to teach them the know- 
ledge of ſalvation through the remiſſion of 
their fins; and preach to them the bap- 
tiſm of repentance. And however ſuc- 
ceſsful he might be, in impoſing on them 
as a prophet ; an attempt itſelf of no ſmall 
difficulty and danger; it would till re- 
main in the higheſt degree improbable, 
that he ſhould ever be able to graft upon 
it the attainment of wealth and power. 
IN nations overrun with a fabulous re- 
ligion, and ſuperſtitious notions of the 
gods, the eſtabliſhed credit of divine in- 
ſpiration might, with reaſon, be expected 
to afford means of gratifying the moſt un- 
bounded ambition. But among the Jews 
this was by no means the caſe. Their 
chat rand eſtabliſned knowledge of God's 


unme- 


ol Baptiſt and Feſus Chrif. 


immediate providence, and ſettled belief P 3 4 
in his will, already revealed to them, free 


them fo effectually from this blind enthu- 
ſiaſtic admiration, of whoever might pre- 


tend to an extraordinary commiſſion from 


above; as to make them, on the contrary, 
ſevere judges of all ſuch pretenſions. They 
had enjoyed likewiſe a long ſucceſſion of 
perſons, univerſally acknowledged as the 
moſt approved prophets; who, though 
even workers of miracles in ſupport of 
their claims, had neither ſought for pub- 
lic honours, nor to aggrandize their for- 
tunes; but perſiſted, to the laſt, in quite 
a private and recluſe fituation. Nay, the 
very Perſon, whoſe life and manner 


John was profeſſedly to imitate, accord- 


ing to Zacharias's own prediction; was 
one at leaſt of the moſt eminent of them 
all, for the abſtemiouſneſs and N of 


his courſe of life. 


Ir was therefore ſo far from being natural 
for a Jew to expect, that the Jewiſh People 
would be at all inclined to beſtow wealth 
and n. upon whomſoever they 

1 might 
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- might actually eſteem inſpired from above; 


A that, in reality, there was great reaſon to fear, 


they would begin to call in queſtion the 
veracity of any one, and more eſpecially 
of the profeſſed imitator of Elias, as ſoon 
as he ſhould begin to betray a Gee of 
ſuch kind of rewards. 

BxsIDes, He, above all ac: who 
5 ſhould appear as the Forerunner of the long 
expected Meſiab, could not propoſe to 
himſelf, or his adherents, any conſider- 
able advantages. The Maſiab himſelf was 
the king, for whom the Jews ſo ardently 
wiſhed ; and, whom they ſo ſoon expected. 
He it was, who, they believed, would 
_ eſtabliſh them in an univerſal dominion. 
And the nearer they apprehended his 
arrival to be; that is, the more ſucceſs- 
fully any pretender to the character of 
his Forerunner ſhould delude them into 
the belief of his NL divine miſſion; the 
further would they be from beſtowing 
wealth and honours upon the pretended 
meſſenger himſelf. Their thoughts and 
Fg: would nn. be ſuſ- 
| pended 
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pended till the arrival of the Maſiab, and Pan nl 
for bim they would certainly reſerve all py 

their choiceſt gifts; while the Meſſenger 

and his adherents could have little or no 
hopes of profit or exaltation. If they ſhould 
believe his report ; it was naturally to be 

expected, that they would behave to him, 
as in fact it appears the Jews did to John, 
when they did believe him, and he per- 

emptorily declared himſelf only the har- 
binger of the Meſſiah : that is, that they 
would reverence him as a prophet, but not 
think of exalting him as a nan. 

To ſuppoſe then, that Zacharias had 
only this plot in view, and yet that he 
diſcloſed it to Foſeph and Mary; would 
be ſuppoſing him determined to make 
known to them his own unparalleled ini- 
quity ; though They could be of 70 uſe to 
Him in the execution of his plot; and it 
could not be of any ſervice to Them, even if 
it ſhould ſucceed. But this is a ſuppoſition 
too abſurd to be received; ſince if Zacha- 
rias was capable of betraying himſelf in fo 
fooliſh a manner, he muſt haye been ab- 

ſolutely 
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mh * I. folutely incapable of concealing his true 
character, and maintaining ſo good a re- 


putation as he did, till he was well ſtricken 

in years. 

Bur dhoweh; r all theſe reaſons, it 
cannot be believed, that Zacharias could 
betray himſelf in fo fooliſh a manner to 

Neſepb and Mary; poſſibly Joſeph and Ma- 

ty might apply it to Zacharias, to pro- 

eure his aſſiſtance in hat impoſture, which 

we are now ſuppoſing Them to have b. 

ned out for their Son. | 

Ap here the. queſtion. ianediately 
occurs, for what reaſon could They apply 

to Zacharias, if they had only that pt 

in view, which related to their own Son? 

Could they be defirous of laying open their 

wicked intentions to him, when it was 

not in the leaſt neceſſary to the proſecution 
of their deſign; and when they could 
not poſlibly-imagine it capable of being 
at all beneficial to him? Was the im- 

| Pietyof ſetting up an impoſtor for the Me/ſ- 
fab, leſs ſhocking than that of counter- 
farting bis Forerunner; that They ſhould 
be 
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be more ready to lay themſelves open to Paar I. 
Zacbarias; than He, could be, as we have N 
already ſeen, to expoſe himſelf to Them? 
Or, in one word, would not the folly 
and danger of this ſtep have been ſo great, 
and ſo glaring, that it is impoſſible to con- 
ceive they could be capable of overlook- 
ing it? The plot itſelf, as has been be- 
fore fully ſhewn *, was of ſo dangerous 
and diſcouraging a nature; fo deſtitute of 
all proſpects of advantage, and ſo much 
more likely to induce any one to betray 
than promote it; that it cannot be be- 
lieved they could venture to impart it to 
any perſon whatever. | 
 WavingG however theſe cri 
| tions, and ſuppoſing 'Them determined, 
though contrary to every motive by which 
they could poſſibly be determined, to 
make ſomebody privy to their intended 
en ſtill it would have been im- 
poſſible 


* This muſt 1 appear, from conſidering all 
that has been ſeen of the unpromiſing nature of the de- 
ſign ſuppoſed with regard to John; jointly with the ſtill 
greater difficulties and dangers, that moſt neceſſarily at- 

E dend 5s relating to Jeſus. 


„ ͤ ͤũůͥů ;“ 
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Mn 1. poſſible for them to have fixed upon Za- 
b charias and Elizabeth, above all others, to 


make acquainted with their plot. 


| NoTniNG can be more inconceivable, 


than that they ſhould fingle out a Prieſt of 


the God of Iſrael, grown venerable with 
| years, and ſtill more ſo by an unblemiſhed 


reputation ; as one, who could be pleaſed 


with the authors of ſo iniquitous a device. 


They could not poſſibly hit on any perſon, 
in their own opinions more likely to reveal 
their impiety immediately to the rulers, 


and publiſh it to the whole nation; and 
buy this means procure them that condign 


puniſhment they ſo highly deſerved, and 
would have been ſure to undergo. It 
muſt be ridiculous to ſuppoſe, they could 
expect any thing better at his hands; 


though their defign had been ſuch, as 
even to have tempted him with lucrative 

and ambitious views. And what then 
could they hope for, or how could they 
lay open their own guilt to him, above all 
others; when it was abſolutely impoſ- 


üble, chat their ſuppoſed ngle impoſ- 


ture 


ture.in favour of Jeſus, ROM progure a. P oh T 6. 
charias any benefit en 0-3 Ss As 
Bur, inſurmountable as theſe difficul- 
ties m muſt be owned, the ſuppoſition we 
are:examining, labours yet with one more, 
if poſhble, ſtill greater than all the reſti 
_ We haye ſeen long ago, that if there 
was any contrivance in the caſe, all the 
parties concerned muſt have been en gaged 
together i in it, even from the very plan- 
ning of the whole joint tranſaction. If 
therefore Mary and Joſeph communicated = 
their /e - ſe parate deſign, firſt, to Zacharias; ; 
they muſt certainly have taken this ſep, 
before Zacharias actually counterfeited his 
viſion in the temple. Now this event we 
know, from the order of the ſeveral facts, 
came to paſs no leſs than full ſix months 
before even the conception of Mary's ſon. 
So. that, on the ſuppoſition we are now 
conſidering, Joſe pb and Mary muſt have 
planned out, and communicated their ſe- 
farate deſign to Zacharias; ;- nay, and they 
muſt all have determined, that Zacharias 
; ſhouls actually 2 5 to begin bs part 
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The Divine Miſſions of 
in the joint undertaking; Full fix months 


vm before Jeſus was conceived ; and conſe- 


quently, as long before Mary had any ac- 

tual proſpect of a child, to act that part, 

they intended him afterwards to under- 

take. But this is an agreement ſo utterly 

pale of being believed, that whatever 

ſuppoſition unavoidably nnn it, mat 
neceſſarily be falſe. ' 

To fay no more therefore upon this 
| Yead!; fince it has ſo plainly and fully ap- 
| peared ; firft, that Zacharias could not be 

the author of Both the plots in queſtion 
together ; nor ſecondly, of One of them 
alone; while Foſeph and Mary were the 

real contrivers of the Other : let us en- 
quire in the laſt place; 

„ WnũTHER Yoſeph and Mary may 
| not have been the real contrivers of both 

parts of this double impoſture; and have 


prevailed with Zacharias to undertake the 


proſecution of One; in hopes of ſome great 
advantages to be drawn from ney JH ſuc- | 
ceſs of Both, 1 A 


Tus 


„„ run. 


IN 


\ 
* 
You 2 


Jus Rape and Feſus Chriſt. 
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THIS is the only poſſible ſuppoſition Fay Tr. I, 


ploded, as well as the two former, unleſs 
it ſhall appear credible, in the firſt place, 
that Joſeph and Mary could contrive two 


fuch deſigns ; in the next, that they could 
impart them to Zacharias, in hopes of 


his approving, and becoming a principal 
in the joint proſecution of them; and laſt- 
ly, that Ze could really engage in them, 


if they had, All theſe particulars muſt, 


upon examination, appear credible ; or 


this 1ſt ſuppoſition, as it includes them 


all, muſt neceſſarily be rejected as incre- 
dible and abſurd. _ 

Axp with regard to theſe 3 
abſolutely neceſſary to be firſt eſtabliſhed ; 
not to enlarge upon arguments that have 


been already inſiſted on, it muſt by this 1 


time be fully evident, that neither of 
them can poſſibly be admitted. For if 
the ingenuity, artleſſneſs, and timidity, 
natural to Marys youth ; the modeſt and 


reſerved education of her ſex ; the good 


| charafter,. free from all aſperſion, | which 
V She 


&. 6, 
remaining ; and even this muſt be ex 
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P 2 5 She as well as Jaſepb, at this time enjoyed, | 


ze -Divine" M; 


aud ever after maintained; together with 


the confined views, and inexperience of 
the world, neceſſarily occaſioned by their 
how ſtation in life ; render it utterly incre- 


dible, that Whey could even have become 
Parties to ſuch impious and ſhocking con- 


trivances, when planned out by another; 


they muſt unqueſtionably prove it morally 
impoſſible for Them to have firſt con- 
trived ſuch impoſtures Themſelves. Aſter 
all then that has been faid* already, in 


proof of this point; the -ſuppofition of 
Their having been the true authors of Both 


| theſe impoſtures, becomes ſo apparently 


extravagant, that it needs but to be men- 


dm in order to be exploded. | 


Non, in the next place, can lu kun. 


ger arguments be deſired, than what the 
facred profeſſion, advanced age, and ex- 


emplary character of Zacharias, have al- 


5 ready furniſhed; to convince us of the i im- 
112 Poffibility of his being applied to for aſ- 
fiſtance, in any wicked deſign whatever; 

| and much more of his becoming a con- 


federate 


Toby Bapti jt: and Feſtus Chriſt. 181 
federate in theſe above all others, had he ? Lane 
actually been ſollicited to join in them. hs == 


 HowEvER, abundantly ſufficient as 


the joint force of all theſe conſiderations ; 


is, to prove that Joſeph and Mary could 
not, be guilty of contriving both the plots 


in. debate ; Fa the nature of the caſe will 


ſupply us with one argument more, which 
muſt needs put this a beyond 1 
| lity o of diſpute... = I 

II Fo N pb; and Mary were the real con- 
trivers, of "bath the ſuppoſed impoſtures z S 
and conſequently, en gaged - Zacharias and 


Elizabeth to act the part they afterwards | 


did, i in the proſecution. of them; then 


Th 2 muſt in the beginning have laid 
open theſe deſigns to Zacharias, in hopes 


of. inducing him to undertake the manage- 


ment of that half of the plot, which he 


| afterwards. carried on. And fince it i 
manifeſtly impoſlible for Z acharias to haye 
begun ating his part, till after he had 
been thus ſollicited, and agreed to under- 
take! it; Jose ph, and Mory muſt have ap- 
PR to hs keg on this account, and He muſt 


i have | 


182 De Divine Miſſions of 
Paxr I. have agreed to their propoſal ; ſome time 
— before he actually opened the plot, with 
his pretended viſion in the temple. That 
is, in other words, ſome time before even 
the conception of John. 
Bur what was the ſituation of Zacha- 
rias and Elizabeth at that time? Fliza- 
beth had always hitherto continued abſo- 
lutely childleſs; and both She and Za- 
charias were now - too old, to entertain 
the leaſt hope of ever having children. 
So that upon this ſuppoſition, Joſeph and 
Mary muſt have ſollicited Zacharias and 
Elizabeth to begin an impoſture for the 
fake of their own Son; and they muſt have 
agrecd to it, with this view ; not only at a 
time when they reallyhad no fon but when 
they muſt likewiſe have been fully perſuad- 
ed, that they never ſhould have any. But 
how was it poſſible, in ſuch circumſtances, 
for one party to make the application, or 
the other to comply with it? This at leaſt, 
tit muſt be confeſſed, was abſolutely impoſ- | 


2 ſible ; and the contrary 1 og would 
Ep 855 be evideritly abſurd, 


Hap 


Jon Baptiſt and He eſus Crip. 
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Hab it therefore full remained a mat- Pann . 


might not have planned out the two im- 
pooſtors in queſtion; ſure we are Zacharias 
and Elizabeth were fo ſituated, that T; hey 
could not have been applied to, to aſſiſt 
in carrying them on; nor have attempted 
to do it, if they had. Nor does this con- 
cluſion reſt wholly, even upon a variety 
of the ſtrongeſt moral proofs ; but like- 
wiſe, upon the cleareſt natural impoſſibi- 
_lity, that the contrary could be true, 


IN fine, to conclude this argument, it 


appears not only certain, that Joſeph and 


Mary were incapable of contriving ſuch 
execrable plots; as well as from ſeveral 
circumſtances of the laſt importance, that 
they certainly did not contrive thoſe in de- 
bate; but likewiſe, that they could have 
no aflignable motive whatever for ſetting 
ſuch contrivances on foot. 

Tu only cauſes, which either obſti- 
nate infidelity can invent, or impiety ſug- 
geſt, to account for their concerting ſuch 
a ara impoſture; muſt be, either the 


N N hopes 


ter of doubt, whether Joſeph and Mary bens” 


Irn 


t- 
i 


84 The Divine Miſſuns of © 
Pan I hopes of advantages to accrue from the 
. SID impoſtures themſelves ; or the deſire of 

preventing all ſarcaſtic reflections upon 
Mary 5 unexpected condition, before her 
marriage with we ofe eph was finally com- 
pleted. But as to any advantages to be 
derived from the ſucceſs of theſe impol- 
tures themſelves ; though the poffibility 
of ſuch hopes has been all along ſuppoſ- 
ed, for the ſake of allowing the ſuppo- 
fition of their guilt every imaginable ad- 
vantage; yet they have in fact appeared 
far too remote and chimerical, and the 
dangers of tlie plots too great and immi- 
nent, to admit of any one's contriving 
them on ſuch motives as theſe. After all 
tn has now been ſeen, this account of 
the matter muſt neceſſarily be given up. 
As for the remaining ſuppoſition, that 
the whole might be a contrivance 70 ſave 

* Mary's reputation; the facts themſelves 

will - ſhew this to be, of all: others, the | 

moſt ridiculous, and indeed ſtrictly ſpeak- 

ing impoſſible. Nothing can be * a more 
R e ,at firſt fight, tlran 

* | this; ; | 


Job Baptiff and Felt 145 Chrit. 


18 5 


this; that a carpenter and his intended wife, Par T. 


ſhould agree to ſet up a child of theirs; yet. ct. 6. 


unborn, for a counterfeit of the great Me 


ab; and moreover attempt to perſuade 


ſome one of their acquaintance, to ſet up 
another for his Forerunner ; and all this for 
10 other end, than meerly to prevent 


their neighbours from throwing out reflec- 


tions to their diſadvantage. 

Bur beſides, if the ſaving of Mary 8 
reputation was the point they aimed at; 
there was a certain, ſafe, eaſy, and ef- 


fectual method of doing it, which they | 


could* not poſſibly-be ignorant of, or for- 
get; and which therefore they would un- 
queſtionably have adopted; inſtead of 
ſetting "themſelves: to contrive plots of ſo 
dangerous, fruitleſs, and ſtrange a nature, 
8 thoſe before us. In a word, as it is 
plain, that they had been for ſome time 
betrothed to each other, before Marys 


| particular ftuation fook Place ; ; 'the meer 


completion "of their marriage, upon the 
very firſt, flighteſt ſuſpicion of it, would 


have ſeoured Her "efectually- from all re- 
to | ag proach ; 
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= "4 reproach ; and was indeed the only ex- 


peſdient capable of doing it. | 
STILL the facts will ſupply us with 
another conſideration, upon this point, 


that can admit of no reply. Had both 


the plots been contrived by Joſeph and 


Mary, to fave her from diſgrace, on ac- | 


count of her ſituation, before their mar- 
riage was complete; it is plain They them- 
ſelves could not have ſettled the plan of 


them, till they had ſome reaſon to appre- 
hend the ſtate ſne might be in. At leaſt, 
this muſt unqueſtionably be allowed; that 


Mey could not apply to Zacharias and Eli- 


they had contrived; and above all, that 


Zacbarias could not proceed to the actual 


execution of any public ſtep in it; till That 


event, on account of which only the 
whole contrivance was agreed on, could 


be certainly known to have taken place. 
THxse points conſidered, it muſt ne- 


. edffarity be acknowledged, that if Joſeph 
and Mary contrived both theſe impoſ- 
| gk for the end now-ſuppaſed ;, Zacha- 


rias 


Fohn Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt, 187 
rias could not have brought on his pre- Parr I. 
tended viſion in the temple; z which muſt * 
have been the public opening of the whole 
deſign; till at leaſt ſome little time after 
Mary's particular ſituation had been fully 
confirmed. 

Does it then in fact appear, that Za- 

charias did not begin the part he acted, 
with the viſion juſt mentioned; till Mary 
might have been found with child; the 
very earlieſt period which the nature of the 
caſe can poſſibly admit? So far from 
it, that on the contrary, we find, He pre- 
tended, at leaſt, to have ſeen the viſion in 
queſtion, and to ſhew the vi/ible effects 
of it, no leſs than full fix months * be- 
fore Mary aſſerted ſhe had ſeen a ſimilar 
viſion; and conſequently, as long before 
even the conception of Feſus. | 
Wr may therefore confidently pro- 
nounce it impoſſible, for Zacbariass vi- 


f * That it was not poſſible to falſify the time of Za- 

charias's firſt appearing dumb, and- pretending to have 

ſeen the viſion juſt mentioned; or to forge the fact itſelf, 

$ if it had never happened ; ſee proved more at large in *. 
195, 196, 197, &c. and the notes. 


— 


A Ae  Divine- 22 7 
ou to have been the opening of a plot, : 


6. 
ad contrived by Joſeph and Mary, and entered 


into by Zacharias at their inſtigation; in 
order to reſcue Mary from reproach, on 
account of her being found with child, 
before her marriage with Joſeph was com- 
pleted. + Becauſe it was, tranſactęed ſo many 
months before the ſuppoſed occaſion for it 
had any exiſtence, to bring her character 
into queſtion ;- and conſequently, before 
any impoſture whatever could, on that ac- 
count, be carried into execution. 
Ax length then we may be permitted 
to affirm, that the ſuppoſition, that Joſeph 
and Mary were the real authors of the 
whole deſign, and the ſeducers of thoſe 
concerned wich them in carrying it on, 
appears on various accounts abſurd, and 
impoſſible to be true. And this ſuppoſir | 
tion being what we were unavoidably dri- 
ven to, as the very laſt * that could. be 
made i in ſupport of any impoſture at all; 
we are now under-a neceſſity of laying 
ahi all neigh of 2250 e in the caſe, 
1 09h þ 7 — 8 28 
4 ee = 0 eres. be „ Lars 37 th 
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Jobn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt, 189 
as contrary to the clear evidence of a great Pas L 
variety of facts, and deſtitute of every, ww 
the leaſt, rational foundation or ſupport. - 
Axp ſince it has appeared plainly, 
from the ſeveral circumſtances, ſituations, 
and characters, of All the parties concern- 
ed in the tranſactions under conſideration ; 
that neither Any of them alone, nor All of 
them together, could contrive and enter 
upon ſuch an impoſture, as that in queſ- 
tion, if it was one, muſt have been; we 
are indiſpenſably bound to acknowled ge, 
that the conceptions, and births, of Fob 
the Baptift and Jeſus Chriſt, were truly 
accompanied with all thoſe miraculous 
events, which the evangeliſts have re- 
corded of them: and conſequently, that 
thoſe prophetic and divine characters, 
which, agreeably to the angel's predic- 
tions, they afterwards aſſumed, were un- 
queſtionably their true characters, and what 
had been of old ordained for them by the | 
ger e of Gan 8 -] 
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OF 


JOHN the Barrier 


AND 


JESUS CHRIST. 
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SECTION E 9, 28 


Noo H E 1 and character TRI 

© of every perſon at all concerned in 
the births of John the Baptiſt and 
Te Py Chrift, having, upon a cloſe exa- 
mination, afforded ſo full a proof of 

their divine miſſions and authority; le 

us now proceed to conſider, whether as 
ſtrong an argument, in ſupport of the 
ſame concluſion, may not be drawn, from 
| | | I! the 
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24 0 * 3 rue 2 We theſe. remarkable 


events themſelves ; and the ſeveral ſubor- 


I 
NOR. =>. "92 * 8. 64 # 


: deſire, that they: could not pyſſibin iſe 


from, or even admit of any Ninn, 


dinate tranſactions, that were either pre- 
vious to, or any way connected with them, | 
Upon an attentive conſideration, perhaps 
the main facts themſelves, as well as the 
circumſtances attending them, will be 
found of ſo o peculiar a nature; as to fur- 
niſh the moſt convincing proofs we can 


Ir is needleſs to repeat here the detail 
o every particu lar connected with the 


oe ets 


main events in debate; fince the evange- 


liſt's own account, of the whole ſeries of 


theſe tranſactions, has been quoted at 


urge already x. We may therefore pro 


ceed at once to the examination of "ſuch 


particulars only, as ſeem fully ſafficient 
to place beyond doubt the truth and cer- 
 tainty of all the reſt. And this they will 
enable us to do, by ſhewing, firſt, That 
the plot ſuppoſed is, in its dum nature, ſo 
. et TR ans oe: that it is ut- 


5 » Ses page 19, — 24. and p. 74.—77. 
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erh inconceivable any one could ever con- ry Wrong 
trive or engage in it. And, in the next ww 
place, that if we could ſuppoſe it capable 
of being undertaken ; the enpedients by © 
which it appears it muſt have been carried 
on, are ſuch as it is abſolutely incredible 
could ever have been adopted, © © 

Tur only foundation neceſſary to be 
laid, before we enter upon this argument, 
is ſo obvious a principle, that we may 
fafely venture to ſuppoſe it will be very. 
readily allowed. And this is, that | 
AL 1MPOSTORS MUST EVER BE . 
SUPPOSED TO ACT UPON MOTIVES or 
HUMAN CUNNING, AND TO GOVERN. 
THEMSELVES BY VIEWS OF HUMAN 
FORESIGHT AND PROBABILITY. AND 
CONSEQUENTLY, WHENEVER A PLOT | 
IN QUESTION WOULD, IF TAKEN FOR 
GRANTED, BE ABSOLUTELY DESTI- 
 TUTE OF THE ONE; AND THE CON-. 

DUCT or THE SUPPOSED IMPOSTOR 
BE FOUND DIRECTLY OPPOSITE TO 
THE OTHER; THAT THEN RIGHT 


| REASON AND COMMON SENSE OBLIGE | 
0 N US 
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Paar 2 vs TO ACKNOWLEDGE, THERE COULD 
pron BE NO DECEIT 'IN THE CASE. 


By this touchſtone therefore let us 
now try the impoſture in debate. 

IT is related, that an angel appeared 
to Zacharias in the temple, and foretold 
to him the conception, birth, and divine 
character of his ſon. That to puniſh 
him for miſtruſting the truth of theſe 
predictions, as well as to convince him in 
the ſtrongeſt manner of their divine au- 
thority ; the angel at once ſtruck him 
dumb; affuring him at the ſame time, 
that he ſhould continue thus deprived of 


his ſpeech, till that ſon, whoſe birth he 


had then been forewarned of, ſhould be 
actually born. That in a few days after 
this, when his miniſtration at the temple 


was over * Zacharias returned home; 


and 


be while Body of de ſewill Pries, was did- 
: ed i into twenty four parts, called courſes ; 3 each of which, c 


in a fixed rotation, attended in the temple, to perform 
the whole worſhip there; and the attendance of each 


cCourſe was a week at a time, and that twice in a year. 


Such was the miniſtration of Zacharias here mentioned, 
at the expiration of which he returned home from Jeru- 
ſalem, — See Lewis's Heb. Antiq. b. l. c. 7. 


f 
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ond after thoſe days his wife Elizabeth con- Pa 88 3 
cei ved. That in fact Zacharias did continue 
dumb, till, in the natural courſe of time, 

Jobn was accordingly born ; and ſhortly 
after, agreeably to the angel's prediction, 
his ſpeech was as inſtantaneouſly reſtored 
to him, as it had been before taken away. 
Tus therefore now becomes the point 
in debate; whether the facts here related 
might not be ſo many particulars of a 
ſubtil impoſture; or whether, that ſup- 
poſed impoſture, of which only theſe 
particulars could be part, muſt not have 
been of ſo abſurd a nature, that it is im- 
parable. to believe it could ever really 
exiſt? 
E ** here, firſt, it is 3 that Za- 
charias's pretending, at leaſt, to have been 
ſuddenly ſtruck dumb, at the particular 
time mentioned, is a fact which cannot 
have been forged; becauſe, if true, great 
numbers muſt have been witneſſes of it, 
and could not be deceived about it. More 
eſpecially as it is affirmed to have happen- 
ed, on ſo remarkable an occaſion, and in cir- 
O2 cum 
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% The Divine Miſſions of | 


Pan 7 II. cumſtances fo particular, that it muſt un- 
ae A avoidably have engaged the attention of 


every one, who was preſent at the Werte 
ſervice, at the time. 
ACCORDING 70 the cuſtom of why pries 


| offits his lot wwas to burn incenſe *, when 


he went into the temple of the Lord. And 
the whole multitude of the people were pray- 
ing without at the time of incenſe. And 
the people awaited for Zacharias, and mar- 
velled, that he tarried fo long in the temple. 
And when he came out he could not fpeak 
unto them: and they perceived that he had 


een a viſion in the temple; for he beckoned 


unto them, and remained ſpeechleſs +. 


THis was ſo remarkable an event in all 


its circumſtances, that it could not but 


aſtoniſh every one preſent, and be imme- 
diately noiſed about through the whole 


3; 2. : Ab the Fs; of the prieſts were | (originally) * 
cided by lot; ſo every particular prieſt had his office 


appointed him by the ſame method. The lot determi- 


ned, who ſhould attend the altar of incenſe, who ſhould 

feed the fire, who carry out the aſhes, and all other parts - 

of the ſervice.” Lewis, ibid. 
% Luke i. 9,'10,--21, 22. 
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city of Jeruſalem. A viſion from heaven, Par I. 
appearing to a prieſt of venerable age, and 5 
exemplary character; while he was actu- 

ally performing duty in the temple itſelf; 

and depriving him of fpeech, ſo as to diſ- 
able him from going on with the moſt 

public, and remarkable part. of his office ; 

that of diſmiſſing the poopie: with their 

We ſolemn ble ing * 3 Was an in- 

| . Sident 
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,# „ Thi Fo a 1 which Jefanes 0 our e 1. 
tice; as it muſt have rendered Zacharias's apparent, 
ſudden loſs of ſpeech, ſo extremely remarkable; that 

not one perſon, who was then attending worſhip in the 
temple, could remain ignorant of it. The people, we ſind, 
waitet for Zacharias, to come out from the holy place, 
where the incenſe was burnt, and bleſs them; for ſo the 
prieſts uſed to do after burning the incenſe. (See Light- 
foot” s Temple Worſhip, ch. 9. Lewis, b. iv. 13.) Aud 
they marwelled that he tarried ſo long. And when he came 
out he could not ſpcak unto them; to give them their accuf- 
tomed bleſſing, before they departed. And they perceiw- 
ed, that he had ſeen a wiſion in the temple ; for he beckoned 
wnto them, and remained ſpeechleſs. Now this laſt part of 
bis office, which Zacharias on this occaſion appeared un- 
able to perform, and actually did not perform; was that, 
for which the Jews entertained a much greater venera- 
tion than any other. — The benediction was to be 
pronounced. by the, prieft, ſtanding ſo that he o 
ſeen; with his hands lifted up and ſpread; and ſpeak. | 
ing wh, a loud yoice, with his face towards the aflem- 
coy [Ws S 2c » , 
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Pen r II. cident ſo very uncommon, that thoſe who 


Sect. 1 


— were preſent would naturally make it 


known; and render it impoſſible for any 
one afterwards*to publiſn ſuch an account, 


had the fact never happened; or e 


e on 1 it did. 


33 


E AND 


RE, | 8 was 5 Gotjn of the blefling, as it was eſta- 


bliſhed by God himſelf, Numb. vi. 24, &.) The Lord 
Bleſs thee and keep thee ; the Lord make his face to ſhine up- 
en thee, and be gracious unto thee : the Lord lift up his 
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. When this 
benediction was ſaid in the ſanfuary, if we may be- 
leve the Jews, it was but pne, and pronounced without 
any paule, the people keeping profound filence: but 
out of the ſanctuary, in their ſynagogues, they made 
three of it; the prieſt pauſing at the end of every verſe, 
and the people ſaying, Amen, to each of them.” —— 

The divine bleffing was always ſappoſed to depend 
upon the bleſſing of the prieſt; which they thought fo 
neceſſary, that ſuch prieſts as were admitted to 20 other 


- ſervice might perform this, Teſt the people ſhould at any 


time want it. And it was 4 maxim, that the bleſſing 


Pronounced by a- prieft, who had ſome blemiſh in his 


body, was always to de accounted lawful. There is 


nothing performed among the Jrtur with / much ſo- 


Jemnity,” and in which they place ſo much ſandtity, as 


in this folemn Bencaicrion. „L Lewis, Heb. Antiq. I. ii. 7. 
-— Aſter: this account of the ſolemnity of chat part 61 
his office, which Zatbaridt did not perform; fignifying, 
at the ſame time, to the whole congregation, that he 
had ſeen a viſion and was dumb; we cannot need any 
other argument to convince us, of the great notice, that 


muſt have been taken of it, by every one who Was pre- 


* at the time it came to paſs. 


Ln TT 9 2 
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Axp beſides this conſideration, relat- M T II. 
ing to the people in general; it muſt like- 


wiſe be remembered, that the whole 
number of the Jewiſh prieſts, was di- 


vided into ſeveral diſtin& bodies; 3 "each of 


which performed the worſhip. at -the 
temple, in their appointed weekly cout- 
es, and at no other time. So that as Za- 


cCharias could not poſſibly officiate there, 
from the moment he appeared dumb, till 
he had his ſpeech to all appearance reſtor- 


ed; the time when he fir/t ceaſed to ſpeak 
muſt have been ſo well known to all the 


reſt of his own courſe, who were upon 


duty at the temple, at the fame time; 


and who were always a very conſiderible | 
number ; that it muſt have been impoſ- 


fible for him ever after to falſify the Per 
nod of this remarkable en „ xt36q 
5 | | 10 
n 4 nan erin 6; ne ie edu 

* it cannot fail of Wattrating this ee very 
e to conſider how many prieſts there might be 
In their week of duty. at the temple, together wih Za- 
'tharias ; and who muſt all have been well acquainted 


with what paſſed at this time. — Each of the twerity- | 


four courſes had their week] turn of duty in the tem- 
ple, twice in the year; and the diſtinet families of each 
| O 4 courſe 
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Sect. 1. 


The Divine Miſſions , 


IN fine, were there no other conſi- 


ment derations to _ us be: this important 


421 point, 


—_ had their apc Fees in the wool. — * Now | 
the prieſts in every one of the twenty-four courſes were 
exceeding many. For Joſephus relateth, that they were 
thouſands in every courſe. And this we are ſure of, 
from evident ſeripture; that at the crowning of Joaſh, | 
when an inſurrection by Athaliah was feared ; the prieſts 

of two courſes only were reputed as a aſſicient guard | 39 
the King, and about the temple. — 2 Kings xi Xi. 5, 6, 7.— 


| And when Uzziah would have burned incenſe, there 


were eighty prieſts ready to withold him, 2 Chron, 
xxvi. 17, — So that among ſo great a multitude, there- 
in but one being permitted to burn incenſe, it was ne- 
ceſſary, that he ſhould be choſen from among them by 
lot; and the lot at this time fell to Zacharias. FF Light- 
vol. i: 406. — Thus we ſee, that à very large 


number of the prieſts of Zacharias's own courſe muſt have 


been witneſſes of his remarkable behaviour at this time, 
But theſe were a few in compariſbn of the reſt of the 
ſpectators. „There were conſtantly in the temple, at 


the hour of prayer, First, the prieſts o of that courſe, that 


then ſerved. ' Secondly, the levites that ſerved under the 
prieſts. Therdhy, the men of the Nation, as the rabbins 
call them; that is, certain men, that were to repreſent 


the whole congregation, in putting their hands upon the 


heads of the ſacrifices, . Fourtbly, thoſe whom devotion 


«.» £648 


FI great Oy indeed. But the evangeliſt in naming - 


. the aubole multitude of the, per le, ſeemeth to have ſome fur- 
_ ther meaning; j a8 if he would intimate, that this was not | 
upon an ordinary day of the week, , but vpon. the ab- 


Sn 2 4 2 " bath. 
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point, the very ſervice which Zacharias at Parr ik 
this time performed, would alone be ſuf- WY. 
ficient to preclude the leaſt doubt about it. 
For on this day, his lot was to burn incenſe: 
and this was a particular ſervice, which no 
prieſt had the honour to perform more 
than once, in his whole life &. It was eſ- 
 teemed | 


a wheh the barem was full; not bey of 
the prieſts of the ſeventh courſe, that went that day out 
of their ſerviee; but alſo of all the multitude" ef the city; 
which were tied that day in a more ſpecial manner, to 
the publie worlhip.” Idem. 1. 407, — See theſe things 
more at large i in Lightfoot” e Wan _ Vi. 93 
Lewis, b. iv. ch. 12. N 

Novi ſemper apttdebunt eee ut — 
tur ad fuffiendum. Et nullus bis ſuffitom+adolebat.”* 

| — * Whenever the lot was drawn, to determine the 

wie who ſhould burn the: incenſe ; it was drawn by 
thoſe: only, Who had not burnt incenſe before. The 
Jams perſon never burnt incenſe twice.” — Sigan. yh | 
oy 1. iv. 13. Not. Ed. Nicolai. r e | 
4 Sacrificium juge veſpertinum indem ritibus quibus 5 
matutinum peragebatur, exceptis ſortibus, quæ denuo | 
non ducebantur, er benedictione; ſed tadem functio iſ- 
dem mane et veſperi obtingebat, / Juffitum excipias ; ad 
quem novo ſortium ductu opus erat 7” % The evening 
Hacrifice was of courſe performed with the ſame forms 
as the morning ; except the ceremony of drawving lots, 
and the Seng: every one diſcharged the ſame office 
in the evening, that had fallen to him in the morning: 
| except: the offering f e 8 which it er whey ne- 
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Tze Divine Miſſions of 


P. SED n. teme che moſt honourable of all the of- 
fces, which the ordinary prieſts had to 


perform; and as their numbers were ſo 
great, none were ſuffered to draw lots for 
* n en beer it e As 


22 that 15 tther Ferſon Pould be choſen.” . — Reland, 


Antiq. Heb. p. ii. c. 5.5. | 
Lightfoot indeed makes mention of an exception, 
when the ſant perſon might burn incenſe #wice but 


this, it will immediately be ſeen, cannot in the leaſt in 


validate the argument we have drawn from the rule it- 
ſelf. -In the evening they (the prieſts) caſt not lots 


. For, their ſeveral employments; but thoſe that the lot 


had afigned them in the morning, they retained in the 


afternoon : only about the matter-of burning the incenſe 


they. caſt | lots anew, amongſt theſe of the haufe of the fa- 


tber, that ſerved that day, that bad NEVER burnt incenſe in 
#heir lies. But if all of them had, at ane tiine or other, 
been upon that employment; then h that had it by 
lot, at the morning ſervice, did 44% perform!it> in the 


evening.” — (Temple Worſhip, c. 9. near the end.) 


| Befides that this was a caſe, which; from what we have 
ſeen of the prieſtly families, could ſcarce. ever hippen; 
ĩt is plain, that it could not happen at this time ; becauſe 
if Zacharias appeared dumb in the morning, he could 
not poſſibly officiate again in the evening: and even if 
he could have done it, it is obvious, that the concluſion 
which chis particular has been an to nn. 
muſt remain as valid as before. "3 


It may not be improper to add here nb 


particular, that a prieſt, who had been guilty» of any 


wor crime ; was never after permitted to perform alis 
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this therefore was ſo very particular an oc- 2 II. 
caſion; one even that had never happened — 
to Zacharias Before, and never could 
again; and as his apparent loſs of ſpeech 
rendered it impoſſible for him to officiate 
again in the temple; till a fwelvemunth 
after this happened; and three: months 
after the birth of John; there was not 
time of his appearing, at leaſt, to have 
been ſtruck dumb, CROTON on the 
occaſion relate. 
- WreETHER then, for the —_— we 
Gippaſe: this: account of the angel's ap- 
pearance and diſcourſe to have been found- 
ed in truth, or a meer fiction; and con- 
ſequentiy Zachariass loſs of Tpeech real, 
or pretended ; this we are bound to be- 
lieve as an unqueſtionable act; that Za- 
charias became in appearance dumb, on 
the occafion, and at the time related. And 
that was, as the evangeliſt has expreſely 
informed us, ſome little time before the 
| hoe gre of Jobn. as it came * to paſs, 
that 
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that as ſoon as the'days of his, Zachaiias $, 
miniſtration "were" accompliſhed:;” during 
which he became dumb; be departed to 
bis:own houſe; and Rye ed 55 
Eligabetb goncei ved. 

'*vSUPPOSING it paflible then for Zacha- 
rias to have. invented this refined :expedi- 
ent; and determined too make ufe of it, 


the more effectually to conceal his projec- 


ted impoſture; was it poſſible for him to 
have put it in practice dt this tim? Or, 
on the contrary, will not the very time 
only of his apparent loſs of ſpeech unan- 
ſwerably prove; that it reer eee 


effect of any ſuch concerted deſign? 


Wr are expreſsly informed, tte 


Elizabeth: had till this time continued 


abſolutely harren; and both: She and Za- 
chartas,' were now ſo far advanced in years, 
that all thoughts of their having children 
muſt have been at an end. This being 
the caſe, though we ſhould ſuppoſe them 
to have planned the whole: contrivance, in 
queſtion, -years before; and to have been 
wal. e de | fully 
| + Luke j. 7,18. 
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fully reſolved to execute it, whenever an Pa arr IL 
opportunity ſhould offer; ſtill it will be 3 
confeſſedly impoſſible for Zacharias to 
have begun executing this part of the plot, 

at the ſooneſt, till he knew with certainty, 
that Elizabeth was actually with child. 

NoTHING can be more ridiculous in 
itſelf, or more inconſiſtent with ſo maſterly \ 
a ſtroke. of impoſture, as this would have _— 
been; than to imagine he ſhould begin 
executing a plot, the very exiſtence of 
which neceſſarily depended upon Eliza- 
beth's being actually with child; at a 
time, when he had every reaſon, thena- 
ture of the caſe would admit of, to con- 
clude, that She never would have chil- 
dren, To believe him all on the ſudden _ 
forging a divine revelation, and feigning 
himſelf dumb; with an expreſs. predic- 
tion, that he ſhould continue ſpeechleſs, 
till his wife ſhould bring forth a ſon ; and 
all this with no other view, than to ſet up 
tbis future ſon for the Meſſiah's Fore- 
runner; notwithſtanding Elizabeth had 
hitherto continued barren, and he himſelf 
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paar II. muſt have believed, at the very time, * | 
N ſhe would a/ways continue ſo; is ſuch a 


ſuppoſition, as the more we conſider it, 
the more abſurd and ridiculous it muſt ap- 
pear. Yet impoſſible as this evidently is, 
we mult believe every particular of it to 

have been true, before we are at liberty 
even to ſuppoſe, that Zacharias's interview 


with the Angel might be a fiction, and his 
apparent loſs of ſpeech a deceit. For it 
has juſt been obſerved, that this remark- 


able tranſaction came to paſs even ſome 


time before Zacharias could have the leaſt 


expectation of a child. 

Fon the very nature of the 8 
itſelf, therefore, it appears abſolutely im- 
poſſible for Zacharias to have forged the 
angels appearance, and have feigned him- 


ſelf dumb; at that time when, it is cer- 
_ tain, he apparently became ſo; in order to 


facilitate any preconceived impoſture re- 


lating to his ſon. It is likewiſe apparent, 
that the whole of this tranſaction related 
entirely to the future birth and character 


RIM and conſequently could not 
be 


John Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt. 2075 
be forged on any other account. From Per e 
whence it inevitably follows, that Zacba- 3 5 
rias muſt really have converſed with an 
Angel, and have been actually deprived of 

his ſpeech, in the manner related by the 
evangeliſt; becauſe the time when it hap- 
pened proves ſufficiently, that there could 

be no deceit in the caſe. 

Bur notwithſtanding, for the -ceſant 
let us imagine him already appriſed of Eli- 
zabeth's unexpected, though doubtful, 
ſituation; and determined at all events to —_ 
proſecute this. long premeditated impoſ= 1 

ture. Still it will be utterly incredible, 
that he ſhould venture to riſk any ſteps of 
a public nature, and eſpecially one ſo re- 
markable as this before us, at the very 

earlieſt period, till the birth of the ale 
was ſafely over. 

ELIZABETH was already at an age, 
when ſhe could no longer be expected to 
become the mother of children. And 

Zacharias, if he was the cunning impoſ- 
tor ſuppoſed, muſt have governed him- 
ſelf with regard to the uncertain event of 

| her 


-_ 


* 
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her unexpected ſituation, by the common 
rules of probability in caſes of the fame 
kind. The point he had to confider was 
nothing more than a plain matter of fact, 
of daily obſervation ; and Zacharias had 
all the experience of an advanced age to 


direct his judgment about it. Can it then 


be conceived, that he could immediately 


enter upon the execution of his propoſed 
impoſture ; as if it was an abſolutely cer- 
tain point, that the hero of this intended 


plot, muſt ſhortly after be brought alive 


into the world; merely becauſe Elizabeth 


was now, in her old age, and contrary is 


all expectation, with child? | 
Ir is notorious he muſt have known 

this to be, at beſt, but an uncertain event, 

even when all favourable circumſtances 


concurred ; and in the preſent caſe, on 


account of Elizabeth's advanced age, more 
particularly doubtful than in common. 


So that, had he been already aſſured of 
the firſt neceſſary point, with regard to 


Ehzabeth's ſtate and fituation; which how- 


| ever we have ſeen he was not; it was 


impoſſible 


John Baptift and Jeſus Chriſt, 
impoſſible for him to be guilty of ſuch ex- * Ri r II. 
treme madneſs and folly, as to proceed at — 
once to the forgery of a divine revelation; 
and to puniſh himſelf with this pretended 
loſs of ſpeech, for a long, and fixed period 
of time; purely to introduce an impoſ- 
ture, relating ſolely to a child, who was 
not only yet unborn; but whoſe 6:rth, 
on ſome peculiar accounts, was an event 
of more than ordinary N and uncer- 
tainty. 

Fuounrnxk, what . we think of I 
this extravagant ſuppoſition „when we re- | 3 | 
collect, that the divine character, which, 

according to the angel's prediction, the 

future child of Elizabeth was to appear 
in, neceſſarily determined of which ſex 
it muſt be? | 
CrrTaiN it is, | the 8 of the 
Meſſiah was always expreſsly prophecied 
of as a man. Bebold I will ſend you Eli- 

Jab the prophet, before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord ; and 
HE. ſhall turn the heart of the fathers to 
tbe children, and the heart of the children 

„ on 
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mas we II. 20 the fathers It I come and ſinite the 
— earth with a curſe v. And agrecably to 
this, the Angel aſſures Zacharias, in that 
revelation, which if it was forged, he him. 
ſelf muſt have planned; thy wife Eli- 
zabeth ſhall bear thee (not a child, but) 
a SON; and thou ſhalt call his name John. 

- SuyPosE then, that at the time of 
this viſion, when Zacharias became ap- 
parently dumb; Elizabetb's pregnancy 
had been clearly . aſcertained : and that 

Zacharias was determined to begin his 
part in the plot, notwithſtanding the great 
uncertainty of the birth of the child, upon 
which the whole muſt depend. After 

all, the exiſtence of the plot ſuppoſed 
will remain ſtill as incredible as before. 
Becauſe no one can be conceived fo ab- 

ſurd, as to forge a prediction under the 
pretence of its being divine; which ab- 

ſolutely pronounced, that a particular 
child yet unborn, and even but very lately 
conceived, ſhould infallibly prove a ſon. 

Above all, he who was cunning enough | 
| to 


„Mal. ch. iv. 5, 6, 
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to introduce an impoſture, with ſo refined P 0 pr] II, 
an artifice as the pretended miraculous loſs yaw 
of ſpeech ; can never be believed to haye 
adopted fo apparently fooliſh a deſign. A 
defign, which unavoidably required the 
certain foreknowledge of an event, that it 
was abſolutely impoſſible for him to fore- 
know; and the contrary of which it was Ss 
equally probable might take place. 1 1 

SHOULD we, contrary to all reaſon, : 
ſuppoſe that Zacharias might be capable 
of ſo wicked an attempt ; it can never be | 
imagined he could contrive one fo exceed- 
ingly ſimple ; which nothing leſs than a 
meer ideot, or an abfolute madman, could 

_ undertake or conceive. It muſt not be 
forgot, that the very ſuppoſition of any 
deceit in this caſe, neceſſarily implies, as 
has been already ſhewn, that Zacharias 

muſt have been one of the moſt ſabtil 
impoſtors the world ever produced. Till 
ſach a one therefore can be ſuppoſed to 
| contrive a deceit of the moſt dangerous 
nature, in the direct way to betray it; 
Zacharias can never be believed to have 

F + forewld, 
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Parr II. foretold, tice the maſk of divine reve- 
SeR. 1 
SS lation, that his child, yet Os would 


certainly prove a Son. 

Bur theſe are not all the abſurdities, 
which the nature of Zacharias's ſuppoſed 
impoſture muſt unavoidably have been at- 

tended with. Could we even grant this 
moſt ridiculous conceſſion, that Zacha- 
rias might unaccountably reſolve upon 
this pretended prediction; though he 
knew, at the ſame time, that the accom- 
pliſhment of the event foretold, was in 
the higheſt degree uncertain : ſtill it will 
be found impoſſible to believe, he could 
be fo extremely fooliſh, as to pretend to 
prophecy publicly, as he did *, but 4 
very few days after John's birth; that his 
then infant ſon was to be the Forerunner 
of the long expected Mefftah. © 
Io be thoroughly ſatisfied of this, we 
need only recollect, what the nature of 
this character was; and how Jong it muſt. 
be before John could enter upon it. As 
a very remarkable reap who was to 


preach 
Luke i. 67, to the end. 


p# Sf SE. = canines - Bod, 
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preach the baptiſm of repentance, to re- 257 II. 
claim the people from their fins, and make 


known the acceptable year of the Lord; 
Zacharias well knew it would be impoſ- 


ſible for his ſon, to enter upon his taſk, 


till he was between twenty and thirty years 
of age *. So that the publiſhing, at the 
time he did, a pretended divine revela- 


toon, foretelling that his ſon was to be 
the Meſſiah's Forerunner; was, in fact, 


no leſs than affirming it to have been re- 
vealed to him from above, that an infant, 
who was then only ezght days old, would 


_ infallibly live, at leaſt, till he was above 


twenty years of age. 
Bur among all the PO 0 ah | 


world has ever produced ; where ſhall 
we find one ſo extrayagantly fooliſh, ſo 
bent upon procuring his own deſtruction, 
as voluntarily to have ſtaked the ſucceſs 


of all his deſigns; and with his credit, 
even his life :tſelf ; upon his being able 
to aſcertain the life of a mere infant, for 


the long term of ny years? To forge 


3 a | A fe- 


* See = 102 * 
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bs 95 II. a revelation, foretelling the certain con- 
wWY> tinuance of the life of any perſon what. 


fancy _ how __ more never pals 


ever, for no leſs than full #werty years to 
come; did even every poſſible circum- 
ſtance of age, health, and ſituation, con- 
ſpire to render the continuance of it, for 
ſuch a period, as probable as human na- 


ture could permit ; would be too glaring 


an abſurdity for any one in his ſenſes to be 
hy, ay of committing. 


| WuzRtxas in the preſent caſe, ſo far 


was Zacharias from having even any ſuch 


probabilities, to ground this ſuppoſed for- 
gery upon ; that, on the contrary, he could 
not but know, that the continuance of 
John's life, at the time when he uttered 
this prediction, was not only a matter of 
the utmoſt uncertainty, from the general 


nature of the thing; but likewiſe, on a 
peculiar account, more than uſually im- 
probable. Zacharias could not have lived 


to old age, without being well appriſed, 


how very large a proportion of thoſe who 


are born into the world, die even in in- 


the 
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the bounds of childhood; and what great Þ N II. 
numbers of the remainder ſtill fall off 


about the firſt years of maturity: and in 
ſhort, that from infancy till towards the 


age of thirty years; that very interval 


| which he muſt have undertaken to pro- 
nounce for; is, of all others, except old 


age, the moſt uncertain and dangerous 
period of human life. This he could not 
but know was undoubtedly the caſe with 
mankind in general; and he had beſides a 
peculiar reaſon to believe it would prove 
| fo, with his own ſon, in particular. 


Ir there was nothing miraculous in the 
caſe, John was the unexpected, and al- 


| moſt unnatural child of his old age; 
brought into life when Both. his parents 
had already outlived the ſtrength of their 
| conſtitutions, and began to feel ſenſible 
approaches of decay. From whence it 
was more particularly probable, in the na- 
tural courſe of things, that he might very 
ſoon give manifeſt tokens of a weak con- 
ation, and ſhortly after decline. And 
can any thing be more exceedingly ridi- 
= Fa culous, 


> * 
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P oy I, culous, than it would be to imagine; that 
Vacraſty veteran deceiver, ſhould plan out 


a laboured ſcheme of impoſture, abſolutely 


requiring him to pretend to prophecy, 


that ſuch a particular infant, but a few 
days old, ſhould certainly live to above twenty 


years of age? If this is not abſolutely in- 


credible, it will be no eaſy taſk to aſſign 


any thing that can be ſo. Yet muſt the 


poſſibility of all this be entirely acquieſced 
in, before we are even at liberty but to ſup- 


| poſe, that Zacharias could be a deceiver, : 


and his loſs of ſpeech a pretence. a 
BuT beſides the great uncertainty, and 


even improbability of John's living to the 


age, which Zacharias's prediction requir- 
ed; there was another difficulty in the 
plot, impoſſible to be removed; and 
which alone would have been ſufficient to 
deter any man, in his ſenſes, from adopt- 


ing ſuch a deſign. 


Ir is notorious, that the tempers, 8 
lities, and diſpoſitions, of different men, 


are ſo various and oppoſite; that nothing 
leſs ag a ee 85 far ſuperior to all 


human 
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zuman foreſight, could poſſibly form even * e II. 
the remoteſt gueſs, of what would prove. 
the future character of an infant, oni 
tight days old; when he ſhould be ad- 
vanced to the full age of a nan. And he 
muſt have arrived at a degree of folly, not 

| eaſily to be conceived poflible ; who 
ſhould dare to foretell this, when con- 
ſcious of his utter ignorance about it; 
and by pretending to ſpeak from divine 
authority, purpoſely contrive to lay open 
his own deceits to almoſt certain detection. 
Yet if Zacharias was the counterfeit ſup- 
poſed, ſuch muſt have been the ſtran e 
duct he purſued. 
O the day of Jeb s circumciſion, no 
ſooner did Z Me s ſpeech appear to be 
reſtored, than he peremptorily pronounced 
this prophetical declaration. And thou, 
child, ſbalt be called the prophet of the 
Higheſt : for thou ſhalt go before the face 
of the Lord, to prepare his ways; to give 
knowledge of ſalvation to his people by the 
rem mon - their 2 9 . mw the Angel, even 
when 
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5 Parr I II. when he foretold John's conception and 
WY birth, is repreſented as deſcribing his fu- 
ture character and employment, with Mill 
greater exactneſs. He ſhall be great in the 
fight of the Lord, and ſhall drink neither 
wine nor ſtrong drink ; and he ſhall be fil- 
led with the Holy Ghoſt, even from his mo- 

ther's womb. And- many of the children 
of Iſrael ſhall be turn to the Lord their 
God. And he ſhall go before him in the ſpi- 
rit and power of Elias; to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, and the diſ- 
vbedient to the wiſdom of the juſt ; to make 

ready a feopie prepared for the Lord. 

Tus did Zacharias very minutely de- 
3 ſcribe a moſt ſingular character; and pro- 
[ nounce, as by divine authority, that it was 
the very character, which his ſor would 
afterwards appear in; not only when it 
Was yet but a few days ſince his birth, 
but even ſhortly after of his conception. 
Fe foretold, that even from his child- 
hood, he would be remarkable for his ſin- 
| gular good underſtanding, great abſtemi- 
enſues, and n * that 
he 
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he would preach to the whole people the "_ rl r II. 
neceſſity of repentance and re formation. 
with all the boldneſs and freedom of the 
old prophets; and that by the force of his 8 
own virtuous example, together with the 
goodneſs and energy of his doctrine, he 
would bring great numbers toa true ſenſe 
of religion and their duty. 
'Tars, it muſt be confeſſed, was no 
common character; but one which re- 
| quired the joint poſſeſſion of many rare 
endowments to fulfill. To ſupport it, he 
muſt be poſſeſſed of great quickneſs of 
underſtanding; and a judgment improved 
by an extenſive knowledge of mankind. 
He muſt have wiſdom to extricate himſelf 
from the embarraſſments, and fortitude to 
encounter all the dangers, to which ſuch 
an attempt would unavoidably expoſe him. 
In ſhort he muſt be expert in inculcating 
the neceſſity of a good life upon others; 
and ſo able a hypocrite, as to appear in all 
reſpects to practice it himſelf; and yet, at 
the ſame time, ſo thoroughly wicked at 
ere as to undergo all this drudgery, in 
order 
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Pax r II. order to deceive the world by a moſt 
Sect. 1 
CO, profligate, and miſchievous impoſture. 


Bur how can we believe it poſſible for 
Zacharias to have deliberately contrived 


ſuch a plot, as laid him under the neceſ- 
ſity of foretelling, that a particular infant 


but juſt born into the world; nay, one 


not yet born; would certainly become 


a man of ſuch uncommon abilities, 


and ſo depraved a diſpoſition as this? 


Could he take pleaſure in riſking his cre- 
dit, and even his life, on the accompliſh- 


ment of ſuch events, as were not only 


impoſſible to be foreknown, but in the 
| higheſt degree improbable to happen? 


Yet. this muſt have been Zacbariass de- 
liberate and ſettled choice ; if in the caſe 
under conſideration he was guilty of any 


 deceitatall. For ſhould John have turn- 
ed out, as it was moſt probable he would, 


a perſonof only common abilities; it would 
have been far beyond his power, to ſup- 
port :bat character, which his father had 


prophecied he would maintain. And un- 


leſs he ſhould be brought likewiſe to a very | 


uncomy 


J Baprif and TFeſus Chriſt. 22x 
ancommon pitch of the moſt daring Paxr Aa 
wickedneſs; it was very plain he could. 
never be induced to undertake it. 

Ay here a ſtill further difficulty ſtarts 
up before us. How was it poſſible for 
Zacharias to depend upon the certainty of 
fo evidently precarious an event, as his 
ſon's becoming wicked enough to engage 
in the proſecution of ſo impious a deſign; 
even ſhould he prove able to carry it on? 
We muſt indeed allow, that if he de- 
ſigned Jobn to carry on this impoſture, he 
muſt certainly. have propoſed likewiſe to 
educate him in ſuch vicious principles, as 
would fit him for the undertaking. This 
the nature of the thing itſelf requires. 
But then, this neceflary ſuppoſition, will 
be ſo far from removing the difficulty juſt 
mentioned; that it renders it inſurmount- 
able; and the whole deſign, if poſſible, 
even more incredible than before. 

- Can it be believed, that when 2 a- 
charias was already within the confines of 
old age, he could deliberately enter upon 
| _ a plot, as plainly required, that he 

| . 
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rar l. himſelf ſhould live at leaſt twenty years 
SeR. 1 5 
longer, in the vigorous enjoyment of all 


former cunning and abilities have been fo 


his preſent abilities and cunning? Yet 
this he muſt have done, if he ſet on foot 
the plot ſuppoſed. For it neceſſarily re- 
quired, that He ſhould live to educate his 


infant ſon, in ſuch principles of vice and 


irreligion, as would prepare him for un- 


dertaking the plot he himſelf had begun; 
and to inſtill into him, ſo much artifice 
and hypocriſy, as would enable him to 


carry it on; and laſtly, to convince him 
of ſuch advantages to be drawn from it, 
as would make him enamoyred of the 


| deſign. 


In the ——_ —_ of things ; Za- 
char1as's only rule of judging in this whole 
matter ; it was a point of the greateſt un- 
certainty, whether he himſelf might live 


to ſee Joby arrive at half the age of man- 
hood. And ſhould he ſurvive that, and 
even a much later period; he had no- 
thing to expect, but that his preſent acti- 


vity would long have left him, and his 


far 
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far deſtroyed ; as utterly to diſable him FAY] II. 
from training up this intended impoſtor. WIR 
And ſhould this prove the caſe; as Zacha- - 
rias muſt have expected it would; what 
muſt at length have enſued, from all his 
deep laid deſigns, and the predictions he 
had fo fooliſhly publiſhed, at the time of 
Fohn's conception and birth ? John could 
never have undertaken to perſonate that 
character, which Zacharias had foretold, 
as by divine authority, that he would in- 
fallibly appear in; and Zacharias's long 
concealed iniquity muſt at laſt have been 
detected ; and puniſhed with, at leaſt, its 
due infamy and reproach. 
Jon might indeed have become aban- 
doned enough for any undertaking, by be- 
ing ſuffered to grow up in the unreſtrain- 
ed indulgence of all his appetites, and the 
total neglect of all rational inſtruction. 
And in this manner he might have arrived 
at manhood, while Zacharias experienced 
the uſual infirmities of extreme old age, 
and was in all reſpects unable to corrupt 
bim. | But then his would have been 
| quite 
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Paz II. quite inſufficient for the execution of Za- 
Sect. 1 
w—— Charias's deſign; nay, it would neceſſarily 
have prevented John from ever n 
ing to purſue it. | 7 
INSUFFICIENT it muſt have been; 
| becauſe a moſt extraordinary character 
was already particularly marked out for 
him to ſupport ; and in which therefore 
it was abſolutely neceſſary, that he ſhould 
be completely inſtructed ; and beſides 
prevailed with to aſſume it. That it muſt 
have diſabled him from ever acting his in- 
tended part, is equally plain; becauſe the 
ſupport of it required the exertion of all 
thoſe abilities, which a total neglect of his 
education, and his unreſtrained indulgence 
in every vicious inclination, muſt inevit- 
ably have deſtroyed. And what motives 
could prevail with One, who from his 
very infancy had grown up without all re- 
ſtraint; to aſſume, and perſiſt in a charac- 
/ _ ter of moſt extraordinary abſtemiouſneſs, 
| n and virtue? 
_ UnLess therefore we can believe, that, 
at the time of John's birth, Zacharias was 
ignorant 


| Job Baptift and 7 Fs Clrip. 


ignorant, even of the common period of mh 3 = U. 
human life, and the uſual decays atte- . 
dant upon great age; and firmly perſuaded 


of the continuance of his own life ; nor of 
that only, but of all his active faculties, to 
a moſt uncommon and improbable length 
of years : unleſs we can believe all this, 
it muſt be clearly incredible, that he 
ſhould, about the time of John's concep- 
tion, or birth, forge ſuch a revelation con- 
cerning the future character of his ſon ; 
as made it neceſſary for him himſelf to 
live to train him up in vice and hypocriſy, 
for full twenty years to come. 

Bur, in addition to all the particulars 
already mentioned, how muſt the impoſ- 
ſibility of this whole contrivance increaſe 


upon us, when it is conſidered ; that, in 


reality, Zacharias himſelf could not be- 


lieve, that John would ever have an h . 


portunity to proſecute his ſuppoſed deſign ; 


even if he himſelf ſhould live long enough 


to train him up completely for it; and 


moreover, muſt have apprehended, that 


the worſt puniſhment would overtake 


_ him 
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Pant 5 him himſelf, ſhould he live ſo long. Yet ” 


Sea. 


dis is nothing more than a true ſtate of 


the caſe. 72 

ABouT the time of the birth of *fobn, 
the whole Jewiſh nation was firmly per- 
ſuaded, that the rue Mefiab himſelf, 
and much more his Forerunner, would 


very ſpeedily appear. This is fully evi- 


dent from the goſpel-hiſtory in general ; 
but more eſpecially from the remarkable 


conduct of Herod, in conſequence of the 
appearance of the wiſe men at Jeruſalem ; 


and the cruel maſſacre of the children, 
which he thought it neceſſary to proceed 
to, immediately after their departure. A 
cruelty, which he could never have re- 
folved on, had he not known, that the 
expectations of the people were ſo univer- 
ſal and eager, as to think they endanger- 


ed the ſafety of his throne. 


Ar ſuch a time as this, when the ar- 


rival of the true Meſſiab himſelf, was 


5 looked on as an event, that might every 


day come to paſs, and could not be far 


| the how could Zacharias imagine Jobn 


would 


4 
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was plain that John could not appear upon 
the ſtage, till full /wenty years afterwards ? 


Zacharias could expect nothing elſe, than 
that the true barbinger of the Meſſiah 
would have appeared in the mean time, 


and have proved his divine commiſſion ; 


| long before John would have been old 


enough to ſet himſelf up in his ſtead. 
And then Zacharias had good reaſon to 
think, that if he himſelf ſhould be ſtill 
alive ; which, as this might happen very 
ſoon, might very probably be the caſe; his 
own forgeries of divine revelations, and the 
pretended loſs and recovery of his ſpeech, 


would immediately be called. to mind ; 


and that he ſhould meet with that infamy 
and puniſhment, which crimes of this 
particular nature, and among the Jews 
above all others, could not but incur. So 


that whether he himſelf lived or died; 
and whatever viciouſneſs and cunning he 


might be able to inſtill into his ſon; He 


_ could not but think it extremely impro- 
eo! | 2 2 
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would have any opportunity to counterfeit CAL * II. 
the character of his Forerunner ; when it 
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ParT 2 bable, that John ſhould ever have an op- 

Sect. 

— portunity to carry on the ſuppoſed impoſ- 
ture; and conſequently, it is utterly in- 
credible, that he could proceed to ſuch 

Ef daangerous and ſhocking forgeries, merely 
to lay a foundation for it, if he ſhould. 

Wurd we lay together theſe moſt re- 

markable particulars, | all neceſſarily in- 
cluded in the very nature of the ſuppoſed 
impoſture itſelf; its abſurdities muſt ap- 
pear at once ſo many, and ſo mani ft, 
as to ſhew. it plainly impoſſible for any 
one but 'a downright ideot, or an abſo- 
lute madman, to have engaged 1 in it; at 
the ſame time that it is equally impoſ- 
ſible even for theſe to have contrived it. 
And to ſuppoſe ſtill, that fuch a plot could 
be the deliberate deſign of an old, ſub- 
til, and ſucceſsful impoſtor z ſuch as 
Zacharias, if any at all, muſt have been; 
Vould be judging in direct oppoſition to 
=. the plaineſt dictates of common ſenſe; 
and in reality believing what is er 


ſpeaking nn 
Ann 
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And here, to conclude this part of Par T IL 
the argument, it is neceſſary to obſerve ; 


that every concluſion we have now drawn 
from the nature of the plot in debate, to 
prove the utter impoſſibility of its exiſ- 
tence, as far as relates to John; is equally 
applicable to all the circumſtances of the 
birthof Jeſus likewiſe; which, we have ſeen 
long ago, muſt have been the counterpart 
of the ſame defign. His future birth was 
_ openly. predicted, by his parents them- 
ſelves, ſoon after his conception; his kfe 
was poſitively aſſured for the ſame term of 
years; his whole employment and public 
character, were defined. even more ex- 
actly than that of John; though they 
were of ſuch a nature, that no human 
accom pliſhments whatever could poſlibly 
fulfill them; and Joſeph and Mary them- 
ſelves muſt have thought, at the very time, 
that in all probability Jeſus would never 
have an opportunity to aſſume them. | 
_ Troven therefore the whole impoſ- 
ture, as it relates to Jeſus as well as John, 
is rendered utterly incredible, by conſider- 
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&Y W Concern John ä only ; the impoſſibility of the 


N . 


plot becomes, as it were, doubly evident, 
when weadd theconſideration of theſeveral 


circumſtances of the birth of Fefes, to that 
of Fohn ; and ſurvey the whole connected 
tranſaction in one view. 


bm Baptift and Yefus Chrif. 
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H Us far we Hs been proving PAR T Il. 


the impoſſibility of the impoſture 


under conſideration, merely by examin- 


ing its own internal nature and conſtitu- 

tion. But the point in debate will ſtill 

admit of no ſmall additional illuſtration, 
from conſidering ſome particulars that oc- 
cur, in ſeveral diſtinct ſteps of theſe com- 
plicated tranſactions. For if the whole 
was an impoſture, all the parts muſt have 


Sect. 2. 
9 


been fo many diſtin& ſteps, deliberately 


agreed on by thoſe who deviſed, and car- 
ried it on. Whereas ſeveral of theſe, 
when cloſely attended to, will be found 
ſuch as the contrivers of the whole deſign 
could not be capable of adopting * | 


* To prevent an objection, which might otherwiſe 
ariſe, it is here proper to appriſe the reader, that in the 
remainder of this part, as well as in the Jaſt, the argu- 
ments are frequently drawn from various particulars re- 
lated by the evangeliſts ; without giving immediate 
proofs, that the particulars themſelves muſt certainly 


have come to paſs, as they are related. This may 


Q4  poſibly 


NkE- 


Parr 2 
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NEGLECTING then for the preſent, 


3 dag what has been ſo fully proved to the con- 


trary, from the internal nature of the 


whole defign ; let us ſuppoſe it not im- 
poſlible for Zacharias, Elizabeth, Mary, 


and Yoſeph, to have forged ſome ſuch 


revelations as they actually pretended to 
have had made to them ; and at the very 
time too, when they declared them to 


have happened. Are there not ſtill ſome - 


Important particulars occurring in the pro- 


greſs of the plot, which they could not 
have agreed on, had the whole been an 
impoſture of their joint contriving 3 
Ix the account of Zacharras's viſion, 


| beſides the prediction of the future con- 


ception, birth, and divine character of f 
John ; we are told of a very ſignal pu- 
niſhment 


poſibly appear, at firſt, like relying upon the authority | 
of the Evangelifts for their truth. But when we re- 
collect, that it has been already proved, both from the 
circumſtances of every perſon' concerned, and from the 
internal nature of the thing, that there could not be any 
impoſture in the caſe ; for the ſake of which only, any 
of thoſe particulars, which may hereafter be made uſe 


of, could be forged ; this —_ — falls imme 


— to the e 
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niſhment inflicted upon Zacharias, by the Pax IL 
Sect. 2. 


Angel, for preſuming to doubt the accom- 
pliſhment of his predictions. That he was 
inſtantaneouſly ſtruck dumb, for a fixed 
Period of about nine months; at the expi- 


ration of which time he was as inftants- | 


neouſly reſtored to ſpeech. 
HERE it is obvious, that if the Angel's 


appearance was nothing more than a fic- 


tion, Zacharas's loſs of ſpeech and ſudden 
recovery of it, could be no better than a 
downright deceit. And this he muſt have 
put in practice merely to gain credit to the 
pretended viſion itſelf, by the appearance 
of an actual miracle in its ſupport . A 
maſterpiece of cunning it muſt be confeſ- 
ſed ; and ſuch as muſt prove its author to 
have been very cloſely attentive to every 
circumſtance of what he was about. But, 
at the ſame time, fo dangerous and deſpe- 
rate an expedient ; that however deſirous 
he might be to contrive ſome- artifice or 


other 


we muſt not forget, that the truth of the external 
Fact, i.e. Zacharias's having publickly appeared dumb, in 
the manner Luke has related, has been fully proved * 


F 2 . 
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Pax v II. . for this end, it is impoſſible to be- 


Sect. 2 


ese he could venture upon This, 


For what muſt this have been, but 
devoting himſelf to an abſolute and unin- 
terrupted Silence, while he was in full en- 
joyment of the powers of ſpeech, for a 
continued ſeries of no leſs than nine 
months? A reſtraint, than which, it is 
plain, none could be more painful in it- 


ſelf; none more inconvenient to the pro- 


ſecution of his deſigns; none more likely 
to be the means of betraying them. 

Tux mere painfulneſs of ſuch a re- 
ſtraint, for ſo long a continuance, was 


alone ſufficient to have deterred any one 


—_ voluntarily laying himſelf under 
an on, of ſo very irkſome a na- 
ture. And had it not been fo, ſuch a reſo- 
lution would have interfered fo directly, 


With the proſecution of the plot; that on 
| this account alone he could never have 


adopted it. He was now only laying the 


foundation of a long and intricate impoſ- 
ture; in which Toſeph and Mary were in- 
Sy concerned with him, and had 


their 


Jobn Baptiſt and TFefus Chriſt. 
their part likewiſe ſoon afterwards to act. * 1 II. 
Nothing could be more deſireable, and 
even neceſſary, in ſo dangerous and diffi- 
cult an undertaking, than ſecuring each 
other's courage and fidelity; by confer- 
ring together, as often as might be, upon 
the plot they had agreed on, and the dan- 
gers they were to guard againſt. Whereas 
the ſtrange expedient before us muſt either 
| have effectually prohibited all intercourſe 
of this kind between them; or continu- 
ally have expoſed Zacharias, and with him 
the whole confederacy, to imminent dan- 
ger of detection. 

Azovx all, can it be thought e Ds | 
that Zacharias could be ſo confident of his 2 
own perpetual watchfulneſs and care; as 
to believe, that a bare reſolution to ap- 9 
pear ſpeechleſs, would enable him to con- | 
tinue abſolutely dumb, for ſo conſiderable „„ 

a length of time? That upon no occaſion 
beer during ſo long an interval, he 

| ſhould be ſo far off his guard, as to utter 

® ing inadvertent word, and betray the 

cheat ? Or is it credible, that Zacharias, 

in 
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Paz TIL in particular, with all his long experience 
Sec. 2. 
aud peculiar caution, ſhould chooſe to riſk 


the detection of his iniquity upon ſuch a 
manifeſt hazard as this? Scarce any ſup- 
poſition can be more ridiculous and incre- 
dible. Could he not have hit upon ſome 
other expedient to anſwer the ſame end; 
certainly he would much rather have left 
his interview with the angel, to be received 

upon his own long eſtabliſhed credit, and 
authority only; than have attempted ſup- 
porting it by ſuch a contrivance, as he him- 
ſelf muſt have thought, at the very a5 | 

was almoſt ſure to betray it * 


\ 


Bur 


5 The argument is here purpoſely bonfned to the 
ſuppoſition, that Zacharias was only, to all appearance, 
dumb; becauſe our tranſlation is confined to 2his ſenſe 
only. But ſome of the beſt commentators are ſtrongly of 
Opinion, that he appeared not only dumb, but deaf 
likewiſe: TM Hamm. on Luke i. 62. Lightfoot on 
Luke i. See alſo Lamy on Luke i. 22.) And 
ſhould "his Ada an be allowed ; the abſurdities al- 
ready mentioned on the Art ſuppoſition, will become at 
once ſo exceedingly magnified ; that one cannot ſcruple 
to pronounce, without the leaſt heſitation, | that it was 

impoſſible for any deceiver to have run the hazard of | 
wr an —— as This, 
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Bur the ce to be drawn from 2 1 II. 
this particular, will be found of ſtill 2 


greater weight; by conſidering, that very 
remarkable difference we find, between 
the conſequence of the Angel's interview 
with Zacharias, and his appearance to 
Mary. 
Zacnarias, it is ſaid ®, was terri- 
fied at this interview, and expreſſed great 
doubtfulneſs of the truth of his meſlage ; 
and as a puniſhment for his unbelief was 
immediately ſtruck dumb, in the manner 
juſt now related. Mary likewiſe is repre- 
ſented as having been exceedingly aſto- 
niſhed at the angel's appearance, and 
wonderful declarations to her ; and plainly 
ſignifying her opinion, that it was impoſ- 
ſible they ſhould come to paſs ; but at 
length, as acquieſcing in the expectation 
of ſeeing them fulfilled ; and as having 
eſcaped all kind of puniſhment, for firſt 
nden of their truth. 
Nov if theſe appearances of the Angel, 
| nad of courſe all the circumſtances re- 
| * 
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Pax 1 lated, were mere fictions of Zacharias 
nud his Aſſociates; contrived for a founda- 


tion to their ſubſequent impoſture; it 
ſeems incredible, that Zacharias ſhould 
have been repreſented as flruc dumb in 
this manner; and yet Mary, at the ſame 
time, as having eſcaped all viſible rebuke. It 
ſhould ſeem, had there been any deceit in 
the caſe, either that Both of them would 
have appeared in ſome manner wbly pu. 
nithed!; or if One of them only, that it 
then nauſt have been Mary inftead of Za- 
charias. ' | 

| FROM vyhat has been e aden, 
it is certairy, that if we grant it po//ible for 
Zacharias to have laid himſelf under this 


ſtrange and painful neceſſity, of appear- 


ing totally: deprived of ſpeech, for ſo long 
a time; it could be on no other account, 
than beca uſe he thought it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to add the ſanction of an apparent 
miracle, to the relation of ſo uncommon 
an event, filled with ſuch extraordinary 
predictioi 18. It muſt be owned, that Za- 

| e 0 ould not have hazarded this ex- 
| traordie | 


Jobn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt, 


traordinary expedient ; which expoſed him P 28 II. 
to ſo much danger of betraying the whole 


unleſs he thought it abſolutely neceſſary, 
in order to procure credit to his own rela- 
lation. But if Zacharias himſelf, with all 
the advantages of his ſacred profeſſion, his 
advanced age, and long eſtabliſhed repu- 
tation, thought his own teſtimony inſuf- 
ficient to gain credit to his relation of ſuch 
a fact; how was it poſſible he could ima- 
gine, that the angel's appearance to Mary, 
with a prediction even ſtill more wonder- 
ful than his own, would be received, upon 
the fngle affirmation of Mary only? 
Ha the fads themſelves been but 
alike improbable, the credibility of the 
witneſſes was very far from being equal. 


Zacharias had good reaſon to expect, that 


luis teſtimony would have a conſiderable 
weight and influence with the people 
in general. But if he thought his own 
credit inſufficient to warrant an event of 
this extraordinary nature; what regard 
could he think would be paid to the ſingle 
witneſs of an obſcure, ignorant girl, not 
e : yet 


i 
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r yet arrived at yours of judgment and dif- 
cretion? What more obvious, than that ſo 


improbable a tale, ſupported only' by the 
evidence of ſo contemptible, and at the 


ſame, fo intereſted a witneſs, would be 
turned into ridicule ; or, at the beſt, be 


regarded as the mere deluſions of fear and | 


ſuperſtition ; ſo ney attributed to her 
ſex. 


 * BesIDes, with 2 to ah falls 


themſelves; the appearance of an Angel 
in the holy place of the temple, charged 


with a divine revelation to a prieſt of re- 
ſpectable character, was an event ſo ſimi- 


lar to what, all the Jews knew, had ſeve- 
ral times happened, ſince the ſettlement 
of their nation; that, on this account 
alone, they would be the more favourably 
inclined to believe it. Whereas, a till 


more aſtoniſhing revelation, made to a 


mere girl; bred up in obſcurity, and deſti- 


tute of all external cauſes of reſpect; it 
muſt naturally be expected, would be 
heard with prejudice, and rejected with 


contempt. And while no obvious motive 
Fort whatever 
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whatever could lead them to ſuſpect Za- P . 1 II. 


charias of any ſuch deceit; Mary's fitua- 
tion, before her marriage was concluded; 
would very ſhortly have furniſhed fo pro- 
bable a cauſe for her forging the revela- 
tion in queſtion; as was enough to bring 
her veracity into univerſal ſuſpiciotnrnr 
II was not at all oppoſite to any receiv- 
ed opinion of the Jews, that the Meſſiah's 
Forerunner ſhould be the fon of a reſpec- 
table prieſt: ſo that thus far Zacharias's 
account was very likely to be well receiv- 
ed. But nothing could be more 2nconfiſ= 
tent with all their acknowledged notions 
concerning the Meſiab himſelf ; than 
the ſuppoſition, that He ſhould be born 
of one in no higher ſtation, than the in- 
tended wife of acarpenter. This was ſuch a 
ſtumbling block as Zacharias had little rea- 
ſon to think, they could ever get over; 
eſpecially when joined to the reaſon juſt 
mentioned for ſuſpecting Mary's veracity. 
How then can it be conceived, that Za- 
charias and his aſſociates ſhould think it 
PAY neceſſary to ſtrengthen his teſti- 
* 3 mony, 
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8 IE mony, with the pretence of a miracle; 
— even at ſo manifeſt a hazard of his inad- 
vertently betraying the whole impoſture; 
and yet, at the ſame time, leave the teſti- 
E | mony of Mary quite unguarded, to ſtand 
1 or fall an its own ape cracat and 
. | authority? Fas 
IT is manifeſt; that if they had jointly 
 dotermintd it neceſſary to make uſe of any 
apparent miracle at all; they would either 
have contrived one to confirm Mary's re- 
velation, as well as Zachariass; or Ma- 
7y's alone; ſince That ſtood fo much more 
in need of ſome external ſupport. So that 
had theſe revelations been forged, for the 
only purpoſe, for which they could be 
contrived ;/ we ſhould either have found, 
that Mary pretended to have been ſtruck 
dumb, inſtead of Zacharias; or that ſome 
* other, 0 /eſs apparent, miraculous pu- 
niſhment, was as en e * 
Her likewiſe. __ 
Non can it be here obiedted, chat im- 
Feder are frequently inconſiſtent with 
en and often e their plots 


by 


John Baptiſt and Jeſus Chrift. 


| by flagrant folly in ſome particulars, while = 22 1 II. 
they guard againft detection by the moſt A 


refined cunning in others. For, not to 
repeat, what it has been ſo often neceſſary 
to mention, that if Zacharias was a de- 
ceiver, He muſt unqueſtionably have been 
the moſt ſubtil and cautious impoſtor the 
world ever produced ; the particular, now 
before us, aan not ow room AE gu el 

_ inconſiſtency. + = | 
From the very nature "ot the thing; 
it ſeems manifeſtly. impoſſible; that He 
could take fo much thought to ſecure a 
pay. no regard whatever to the ſucceſs of 
Marys; by far the more likely to be re- 
jected of the two. For an attention to 
both, was not to two diftintt ſteps of the 


plot; one of which might poſſibly be 


overlooked, while the other was remem- 

| bered; but in faQ'they were both neceſ- 
farily comprehended, under one and the 
_ fame conſideration. And even had it been 
_ poffible for Zacharias to have attended to 


en and not the r it was nor 
at 4 ra 2 


We Divine Miſſions, of 


. Pour * 1 poſſible for Joſeph and Mary; with whom! 


> it has been already ſeen the whole plot 

| muſt have been concerted ;- to have been, 
at the ſame time, totally forgetfiil, of what 
ſo immediately concerned their, own. ſafety | 
and ſucceſs. . Zacharias 's takin g-this par- 

deter cars: for bimſglf; muſt at leaſt 
ninded Them. of their much 
. greater: want. of ſome ſimilat expedi- 
ent, to procure 0 to their part of 


2 Plot. 20 Diet * 8 72, Moa! 


3 of one fact more Wh 
pened before the birth of John; 
which ſeems to afford as ſtrong a proof; as as 

me nature of ſuch tircumſtances.cah-ad- 
mit of, that there could be no ſuch plot 
on foct, as that e bave all along been 
ſuppoſing. The particular itſelf, is the 
| Arp Mery took, jimmediatel ater blokes 
tervigw; with the Angel. undd VII 
| Tor Angel ai roving to er wha 
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| happened to Elizabeth. Behold thy couſin Pan's IL 


Elizabeth, She hath alfs conceived a child, SS 
in ber old age, and this is the fixth month 

with her, who was called barren. | Upon 
receiving this information, we find Mary - 
immediately left her own home; and 

went into the hill-country with haſte, into a 

cicy of Juda; and entered into the. boufe of 
Zacharias, and ſaluted Elizabeth: and 

there ſtayed with her, no leſs than 

three months, till the time of fo obn's birth 


was almoſt arrived. 3 Beni imp Mo”. 
HERR we have a fact, which ie. 
fre greatly to illuſtrate the i integrity, and 


artleſs innocence, of! every. perſon con- 0 
W Had Zacharias, Elizabeth, Ma- 
and Joſeph, been engaged together, 
in concertibg © daring and dangerous an 
impoſture as that in | queſtion ; we cannot 
but think, that it would have been one 
of the firſt and principal objects of their 
attention, to conceal their correſpondoice,) | 
af this particular time, as 3 as poffible, 
from the public view. They could not 
but Es, that ores their intended 
EA AAN R 2. | coun- 
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_— 7 <> IT. counterfeits ſhould appear upon the ſtage, 
aud become objects of the public atten- 


tion; the ſtricteſt enquiries would pro- 


bably be made into the families of two 
perſons, whoſe claims to divine characters, 


were ſo very extraordinary in themſelves, 


and ſo cloſely connected with each other. 
For this reaſon they would ſtudiouſly have 


avoided all appearance of any intimate 
connection, eſpecially at this time; as 
that, in ſuch a caſe, more than any thing 
elſe, might . induce every one to ſuſpect 
ſome concerted impoſture. How then 
can the fact before us be reconciled with 
"as ſuppoſition of the plot in queſtion? 
What can bemore improbable, if they were 
all engaged i in the ſuppoſed contrivance, 
than that Mary ſhould go to the houſe of 
2 acharias, and He permit her to ſtay 
in his houſe, for no leſs than three months 
A” at this critical time ? It is incre- 


| dible, that the contrivers of ſo artificial 


and refined a plot could be n ao ſuch 
e e as 17 285 Cr? 8 


WHEREAS, 


ob N and Fe ſus Chriſt. 


WuͥurR RAS, if we ſuppoſe their ac- ber II. 
8 Sect. 2 
counts of the angel's appearances to be 


true, and the ſeveral parties concerned 


innocent of all ſiniſter deſigns; the whole 


difficulty is cleared up at ;nce ; and no- 
thing could be more natural, than thisbeha- 


viour, in conſequence of theſe events. An 


honeſt and undeſigning heart could not but 


burn with a deſire of communicating to 


its friend, ſuch an aſtoniſhing revelation 


as Mary had received concerning herſelf, 
as well as of determining the credit it de- 
ſerved, by, enquiring 'into the truth of 


what the angel likewiſe informed her, 
had already happened to her friend. Nor 
Could any conduct be more natural, when 


Elizabeth and Sbe certainly found them- 


ſelves made the happy inſtruments of ful- 


filling thoſe glorious promiſes, which hat 


been revealed to their forefathers ; than 


their paſſing ſome time together, in ad- 


miring thoſe aſtoniſhing events, which 
were already come to paſs; and thoſe 


more aſtoniſhing ſtill, which were now 


ys the * of being fulfilled. And : 
| R 4 | turely, 8 


248 The Divine Ms 72 ont off? 


hn th furely, when their conduct approves it- 
1 ſelf, in every particular, the natural re- 
| | ſult of innocence, and is incompatible 
with the ſuppoſition of their gui; it 
would argue no ſmall degree of per- 
verſeneſs, ſtill to ſuppoſe them engaged 
in the n of an een, | 


— 
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sECTION III. 


F the few facts juſt G pre- 
ceeding the births of John and Je- 
1 2 bear witneſs in ſo ſtrong a manner, 
to the innocence and veracity of all thoſe, 
who were moſt immediately concerned in 
theſe events; much more will ſeveral 


aſtoniſhing particulars, that ſoon followed 


them, convince us, that they could not 
poſſibly be the effects of human artifice 
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Pax II. | 
Sect. 3. 
9 


and cunning; or ariſe from the ſecret 
machinations of Zacharias and his Afſo- 


ciates; the only perſons who could hot 
| ibly have contrived them. 


Luk having particularly informed. us LE 


of the time and place of Feſus's: birth; and 
the means by which it happened, that he 
was born at Bethlehem; immediately 
goes on with the following narration. 

- AND. there were in the ſame country, 


A near Bethlehem, ſhepherds abiding in the 


field, keeping watch over their flock by 


night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came. 


upon 
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3 IL. upon them, and the glory of the Lord ſhone . 
— round about them, and they were fore afraid. 


And the angel ſaid unto them, fear not: 


for behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
| Joy, which ſhall be to all people. For unto 
| you is born this day in the city of David, a 


Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord. And 
this ſtall be ' a fign unto you ; ye ſhall find 
the babe wrapped in fwadling cloaths, lying 


in @ manger. And ſuddenly there was with 


the angel a multitude of the heavenly hoſt ; 
praifing God, and ſaying ; glory to God in 


the higheſt, and on earth peace, good will 


towards men. And it came to paſs, as the 
angels were gone away frum them into 


heaven, the Shepherds ſaid one to another; 


let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and ſee 


. this thing which is come to paſs, which the 


Lord hath made known unto us. And they 


came with haſte, and found Mary and Jo- 
ſepb, and the babe lying in a manger. And 


hen they had ſeen it, they made known 


abroad the ſaying which was told them con- 
cerning this child. And all they that heard 
WORSE at * things, which were told 


them 


Gun Bapti 1 and Feſus Chrif. 


them by the ſhepherds. But Mary kept all Pan aan 
theſe things and pondered them in her heart. N 


And the ſhepherds returned glorifying and 
praifing God, for all the things that they 


had heard and ' ſeen, as it was told unto 


them *, 
8 HERE a new Fe! opens upon us, 


| crouded with unexpected viſions, and di- 


vine revelations, bearing witneſs in the 
moſt extraordinary manner to the ſacred 


character, and divine miſſion of Jeſus. 


But if the angel's former appearances, and 


predictions of the births of John and Feſus, | 


which have already been conſidered, were 


in reality but f&ons of Thoſe, to whom 


they were pretended to have been made; 


then muſt this aſtoniſhing account of 


what happened to the Shepherds of Beth- 
lehem, be an impoſture likewiſe. And if 
this be ſo, it muſt have been brought 
about in one or r other 1 the e N 
| 1. 5 
© Errusx the Shepherde muſt have been 
15 deluded 855 mn nas of their own ſuper- 
ſtitious 


2 Lake b ü. — 20. 


% wr % 
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N 11 II. tous imaginations, into a belief, that fey 
ho —.— ſau / angels which never appeared; and 
N heard the moſt ſurpriſing things revealed 
to them, which in fact ere neyer ſpoken. | 
Or elſe, they muſt have been corrupted 
by. Zacharias, and his Confederates, pur- 
poſely to give out this marvellous reve- 
lation; and to pretend to ſeek: for Joſeph 

and 40 and the de child, I night, 


wa 4.45 


Polit Ar mp of 9 2 trug. Eick Wt | 
I . notgrious, that-noghing could. be 
more inconſiſtent with the univerſal ex- 
pectation « of the Jes, nor any thir 
contradiffory. to all the- notions. they: had 
formed of the long expected Meſſiah, 
their future king and deliverer ; ; than that 
he ſhould make his entry. into the world, 


1 


in the Hable of an n. , On the . 5 
6 e him to appear With ſack zen 


ad pt over, as might ſeem a fat? bis. wary 
115 ; 452 3 At 2 IF * | tion 
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tion to that univerſal dominion, they be- Pa r II. 


e "wo wand — And it Will 1 — 


5 — — = — = 
2 by — — — — 2 
ret ene ———— — — 


— 
” 
— N N 
. —— — 
8 — — tr 


| a {dived the /thep- 
beds, that a —— aſtoniſhi ng | 
| event had actually taken place, el 
could never before have entered into heir 
thoughts 5 and Which, above all others. 
 theyfixmly believed it nb ſhould ver 
ö And indeed had it not been 
ible: on this account alone, waaet 
e difficult to believe, than that Fs 1 
| ſ#veral poor ſhepherds, thus - accidentally <-> LY 
- - met together, ſhould all be ſeized at once 4 
with ſuch a ſtrong enthuſiaſtic deluſion';. _ 
| all be poſlefſedat once with the ſamerwild FF | 
"hgh all tente ſame angels, and | 8 
hear the ſume ion, and ſong of re- 
joicing; 
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- joicing and all this relating ſolely to a 


2 matter ſo extremely foreign from their 


common thoughts and occupation, as the 
time, place, and minuteſt circumſtances of 
the birth of the Meſiab??e 5 
Nor to inſiſt further therefore on the 
manifeſt incredibility of ſuch a ſuppo- 
ſition; if there was any deceit in the caſe, 
it muſt needs have been in the Shepherds 
themſelves, They muſt have been ſe- 
duced to afliſt in the grand plot; and on 
this occaſion only acted a part, they had 
been before inſtructed to perform. Let us 
ſee then, whether this ſuppoſition is, at 
the bottom, at all more unn * the 
former. | 
Ox this occaſion / we —— 6 to 
the uniform practice of all. impoſtors ; 


| who, with good reaſon, are fo fearful of 


nothing, as of imparting their deſigns to 
more perſons, than are abſolutely nece/- 
| fary for the proſecution of their plots. 
We might appeal to the conduct of that 
arch impoſtor, Mahomet himſelf; who, 
wk he was practiſing upon a people 


ignorant 


John Baptift and Fefus Clrit. 
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zent even to barbariſm, and liable to P 2328 


all the extravagancies of the moſt fooliſh 
credulity ; did not dare to ſeek aſſiſtance 
in his plot, from more than one, or #40 
perſons, at the moſt; and concealed his 
connection even with them, with ſo much 
care and circumſpection, that it has coſt 


. 
. 


even the moſt learned no little pains to find 


them out *. Every argument likewiſe, that 
has been already + drawn from the pecu- 
liar danger of the caſe, in the plot before 
us; to ſhew the incredibility of Zachariass 
attempting to make any aſſociates at all in 
the plot ſuppoſed; might here be applied, 


with double force, to the ſuppoſition of 
his having made known his iniquity to 


the Shepherds in queſtion. 
War more incredible, than that he 


ſhould almoſt provobe ſome one to be- | 


tray him, by laying himſelf open to ſo 


many; merely for the ſake of executing 


a contrivance, by no means neceſlary for 


* 1 5 N 8 life of Maþomet p · 1758 — . | 


vo. — 2d. Edition. 
+ See Part I, Sect. 4. 
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9 II. the ſucceſs of his grand deſign? Or how 
— was it poſlible for him to chooſe to cor- 


E * 


rupt thoſe, above others, whoſe ſimpli- 


city and great ignorance of mankind, 
made them, of all orders of men; the moſt 


55 unfit to promote his ſchemes; and the 
moſt likely to be ſh 


cked/ at, and be- 
tray his propoſals? It would be difficult 
to invent a ſuppoſition much more incon- 


_ceivable than this; that Zacharias or Jo- 


Jes could: attempt to corrupt a number 
perde, to bear tlie Witneſs hee 
did to the divine el aracter of Jeſusz or 


that Thorthould have becoine the zealous = 
promoters: of ſucb an impoſture, and ever | 
after have: remained::the- faithful concea- 


lers of it, if he. had. 2 (1 14 4s kde : Ks ok 5 


25 Bur ſtill new wonders riſe up bat 


us. Though we have already diſeovere 
ſo many perſons, vrho muſt certainly have 
been made! partakers with Zacharias and 


Mary, in whatever impoſture they were 


now carrying on; more actors are _ 
coming upon the Kage, to e 
n . 


1 00 „ 


5 AND 
* _ 88 — * * * 


rc ff 


3 W | Ng 


Jobn Baptiſt and W27 s. Chriſt. 
Aub aden the dey of her, Mary's, pu- 


| e according to the lau of Moſes, 


were accompliſhed, that is, about a month 


after. Jeſus's birth, they brought him: to Jes 
rufalem, to: preſent him tothe Lord: As it 


is written in the Jaw of the Lord, every 
male that  openeth-1 the womb,” ſhall be called 


boly: to'the. Lord. And to Mer. 2 ſacrifice; 
according. 7: that. obich.'zs ſuid in the Jaw. 
of the Lord; 'a pair of turtle doves; or. 
two young pidgeons. And behold, there was. 


a nan in Feruſalem, whoſe name WaseS$t- 
neon; and the fame man was juſt and de- 
wout,. waiting for the conſolation of Trae: 


and the.  Holy-Ghoft was upon him: And it 5 
was revealed unto bim by the Holy Ghoſt, | 
that be ſhould. not fee death, before. he had 


een the Lord's Chriſt. And he came by the 
Spirit. eto the temple r Aud avhen the Pa- 
rents Brought in the child Feſus, 19 40 17 


bim after the custom of thelaw; "ther 3 
bim up in bis arms, and bleſſed God, and 


aid; Lord. now letieſt thou thy ſervant de- 


| part in peace, actording-to_thy word. For 
mine eyes be Von 55 n which! 
5 e 5 


ah 
* 6 
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_ Ba nr 4 thou haſt prepared before the face of all 
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bo ta people. a light to lighten the gentiles, and 


the glory of thy people Iſrael. And Joſepb 
and his mother marvelled at thoſe things 


which were ſpoken of him. And Simeon 
bleſſed them, and ſaid unto Mary his mother; 


| Behold this child is ſet for the fall, and 
 rifing again, of many in Iſrael ; and for a 


fign, which ſhall be ſpoken againſt; yea a 
fword ſhall pierce through thy own ſoul alſo, 
that the thoughts 7 many hearts my be re- 
vealed. 


Ax there was one ons a rk 


be daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 


Aſer ; ſhe was of a great age, and had 
lived with her buſband ſeven years from her 
virginity: and ſhe was a widow of about 
fourſrore and four years: which departed 
not from the temple, but ſerved God with 


Jaſtings and. prayers night and day. And 
. ſhe coming in that inſtant, gave thanks like- 


wiſe unto the Lord, and ſpake of him to 
all them that looked for redemption in Je- 
ruſalem. And when they had performed 


all OO * to tbe law of the Lord, 


they 
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they returned i into Galilee, to their own ei, TART he 
Nee Rye ON 
STRANGE as this ſappoſition will at 
once appear, it muſt be owned, that if 
the other circumſtances recorded of the 
births of John and Jeſus, were only fo 
many parts of a deep laid impoſture ; the 
remarkable particulars juſt related muſt 
have been a ſubtil contrivance from one 
end to the other. - 

SIE ON and Anna, of whom fo ho- 
nourable mention is made for their ac- 
knowledged piety and goodneſs, muſt at 
the bottom have been two moſt impious 
deceivers ; who had been corrupted by 
Zacharias, or ſome of his aſſociates, to 
abett his impoſture in the manner juſt re- 
lated. Their coming into the temple at 
this particular time, as it is ſaid, by the 
Spirit; Simeon's taking Jeſus in his arms; 
his moſt remarkable addreſs of thankſgiv- 
ing to God, for the arrival of the Meſſiah ; 
and his prophetic aſſurances to Mary con- 

cerning her /n; together with Anna's 
| public thanks and infpired declarations, 
= LO 2: politively 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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poſitively aſſerting the divine character of 


—.— Jeſus; muſt all have been the reſult of 


mere artifice and contrivance; and mea- 


ſures firſt privately concerted between 


them. Nay, what is ſtill more, all the 


claims of Simeon and Anna to divine in- 


ſpiration, N before this time and eſpecially 
Simeon's revelation, that he ſhould not ſec f 
death, before he had ſeen the Lord's Cbriſt; 


muſt all have been mere forgery and pre- 


tence, from the very firſt ; and, purpoſely 
given out, with the view of tranſacting 
this particular ſcene of the plot. So that, 


though the part, which, we muſt now be- 
lieve, They had undertaken to execute, 


did not bring them into public view: be- 
fore ; They muſt in reality have been privy 
to the whole impoſture, and have agreed 
to ad the part they did to ſupport it, ſome 


time before they came upon the ſtage. 


Bur how will it be poſſible to ſolve 
ſuch a' ſeries of difficulties as here thruſt 
themſelves into view ? Can we ſuppoſe 
Zachar1as reſolutely bent upon purſuing. 


the moſt certain means to betray his own 


iniquity, 


e 
Zee 
n n ih 


„ 
9 no 
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iniquity,. and procure his deſtruction? Parr II. 
Could the wickedeſt and moſt ſubtil im- 
poſtor, that ever lived, ſingle out thoſe of 
the moſt approved piety and goodneſs, to 
make aſſociates in his crimes; and chooſe 
to lay open his impious devices, above all 
others, to the wiſe and good ? Could he 
ſuppoſe, that they, who from youth to old 
age had perſevered in the practice of pie- 
ty and religion, would at laſt, on the ſud- 
den, become equally induſtrious in the 
ſervice of impiety and vice? Could he 
expect to conquer the virtue of fourſcore 
years; and even without the leaſt profpect 

of reward? Or could the ſame perſons, 

who had approved themſelves ſincere 
worſhippers of the God of Iſrael, through 
the moſt dangerous ſtages of human life ; 
at length proceed to mock him with hor- 
rid blaſphemies, in his very temple itſelf ; 
when they could have no inducement for 
doing it, at the extremity of old age? 

Ir all this be allowed impoſſible ; and 

the nature of the thing will not even ad- 


mit a doubt; then is it abſolutely incre- 
Sd: 4: * 
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P * u. dible, that Zacharias or Joſe ?ph could have 
WY attempted to corrupt Simeon and Anna ; 


plied to Simeon and Anna, and engaged them to aſſiſt 


and equally fo that They could have agreed 


to abett ſuchan impoſture, if either of them 
had. And ſince their conduct was ſo very re- 
markable, though on this ſingle occaſion 
only, as to prove beyond doubt, that They 
muſt have been principals in the plot ſup- 
poſed, if in fact it had any real exiſtence; 
the integrity of Zacharias, and every per- 
ſon concerned, appears inconteſtibly prov- 
ed; and all the miraculous circumſtances 
related of the births both of Jobn and 
of Jeſus, muſt be Cn, as un- | 
queſtionably true * 

Bur 


2 * In rg to 5 has * here OP, Con 


from the peculiar characters and circumſtances of Sime- 
on and Anna themſelves ; it is likewiſe proper to ob- 
ſerve, that every argument which has been already al- 


ledged, in Part i. Sect. 4. drawn from the nature of the 
\ ſuppoſed contrivance alone, to prove the utter incredi- 


bility of Zacharias's communicating ſuch. a plot to azy 
one at all; muſt here be allowed their full weight and 


influence in regard to Simeon and Anna; and clearly 


prove it to have been impoſſible for him to have made 
confederates of them. | 
But beſides, the very ſappoſition, that they had ap- 


1 


Jobe Didi jt aud % ſus Chrilt. 
BuT the amazing artifices of Zaaba- 


rias and his aſſociates to conceal their im- Tag a 


poſture, if in truth they had any to con- 
ceal ; or, to ſpeak more properly, the in- 
diſputable evidences of their innocence 

and 1 integrity, are not yet at an end. There 


1 ſtill 


in their ſcheme; is in fact immediately and eſſentially 
deſtructive of their joint plot itſelf. For, if ſo, it muſt 
either have been Zacharias and Elizabeth on one ſide, 
or Joſeph and Mary on the other, who looked upon Si- 
meon and Anna as fit perſons for their purpoſe; and in 
conſequence of this opinion, applied to them to aſſiſt the 
cauſe. But had Zacharias had any knowledge of Si- 
meon and Anna, and looked upon them in this light; 
certainly he would at firſt have applied to Them alone, 
to aſſiſt him in ſome ſuch manner in favour of Fohn, as 
they acted with regard to Jeſus; and with their aſſiſt- 
ance he would have carried on his own plan concerning 
John only ; nor ſhould we have found him connected, 
in any of his tranſactions, with Joſeph and Mary; or 


hai contrivance for John, burthened with one of ſo 


much more hazardous a nature, as that relating to Jun. 
While, on the other hand, had Jo/zph and Mary been 
the perſons who knew the real characters of Simeon and 
Anna, and engaged them to act the part they did, rela- 
ting to Fe/us ; they could have had no reaſon whatever 
for laying open their deſigns to Zacharias and Elixa- 
Beth; who, being old and childleſs, were evidently un- 
capable of carrying on the other part of their impoſture. 
So that, take which ſide we pleaſe, the ſuppoſition of 
either party's perſuading Simeon and Anna to engage in 
their plot; is, at the bottom, abſolutely deſtructive of 
the ſuppoſition of their joint impoſture itſelf. | 
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Rill remains to be conſidered another, and 


a moſt remarkable tranſaction; which will 
afford perhaps as deciſive evidence, to de- 


termine the point in debate, as any that 


has been hitherto taken notice of. It 1 is 
related by Matthew * as follows. 
Now when Teſus was born in Bethle- 
hem of Judea, in the days of Herod the king, 
behold there came Wiſe Men from the eaſt to 
Jeruſalem, ſaying, where is he that is born 


king of the Jes? For wwe have ſeen his 
ftar in the eaſt, and are come to worſhip 


him. When Herod the king heard theſe 


things, he was troubled, and all Jeruſalem 


awith him. And when he had gathered all 


the chief prieſts and ſcribes of the people to- 
gether, he demanded of them, where Chriſt 


Should be born? And they ſaid unto him, in 
- Bethlehem of TFudea : for thus it is written 


by . the prophet ; And thou, Bethlehem, in 
the land of Juda, art not the leaſt among the 


princes of Juda; for out of thee ſhall come 
à governor, that ſhall rule my people Iſrael. 


Then Herod, when be had privily called the 


Matt. $544 6 | 


Jobn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chript. 
Wi ſe Men, .enquired of them diligently, what 
time the ſtar appeared. And be ſent them 
to Bethlehem, and ſaid; go, and ſearch di- 
| ligently for the young child; and when ye 
have found him, bring me word again, that 
TI may come and worſhip him alſo. When 
they had heard the king they departed ; and 
Io, the flar, which they ſaw in the eaſt, went 
before them, till it came and ſtood over where 
the young child was. When they ſaw the 
flar they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
And when they were come into the houſe, 
they ſaw the young child, æith Mary his mo- 


tber, and fell down and <orſhipped him: 


and when they had opened their treaſures, 
they preſented him with gifts, gold, and 
frankincenſe, and myrrhe. And being 


warned of God, in a dream, that they 


ſhould not return to Herod, they departed 


265 


Pa RT II. 
ect. 3. 
* — 


into their own country another way. And 


when they were departed, behold, the an- 
gel of the Lord appeareth unto Foſeph in a 
, dream, ſaying ; ariſe, and take the young 


child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, 


and be thou there until I bring thee word; 
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: fir Herod will ſeek the young child to * 


WW Aroy him. When he roſe, be took the young 


child, and his mother, by night, and de-. 
parted into Egypt ; and was there until the 
death of Herod ; that it might be fulfilled, 

which was ſpoken of the Lord, by the pro- 


the Jay! ng ;- out of Egypt have I called my 
Then Herod, when he ſaw that he 


4208s denchet of the Wiſe Men, was exceed.- 


ing wroth; and ſent forth, and flew all the 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all 
the coaſts thereof; from tao years ld and 
under ; according to the time, which he 
had diligenily enquired of the Wiſe Men. 
Tur evangeliſt makes no mention of 
the preciſe time, when this very remark- 
able event came to paſs, nor is it mate- 
rial to the jubject in hand. But as far as 
may be collected from ſome circum- 
ſtances, it ieems at leaſt very probable, 
that it happened about a /welvemonth * af- 
ter Feſus's _ Various have been the 
| opi- | 
* See the notes on the 11th ſect. of - Macknight s Pa- 
raphraſe on his Harmony of the Goſpels. —— Ham- 


mond's obſervation on Luke ii. 24.— See Lightfoot, 
Pol. i. 205. 
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opinions propoſed, concerning the parti- Pes 8 
cular character and country of theſe un-. 
expected perſons; who, we are only told, 
were Wiſe Men from the eaſt *. But to 
paſs over this diſquiſition, in which du- 

bious conjecture is perhaps the utmoſt that 
has yet been arrived at; it will be ſuffici- 
ent to our purpoſe to obſerve, that if the 
other miraculous circumſtances related of 
the births of Zacharias's and Mary's ſons, 
were only the ſeveral parts of a plot, for 

_ deceiving the Jews with a alſe prophet, 
and a counterfeit Meſſiah ; then muſt 
theſe Wiſe Men from the eaſt have been 

mere impoſtors ; and nothing better than 
accomplices with Zacharias; ſent by him 
to Jeruſalem, purpoſely to act that parti- 
cular character, they there appeared in. 

Tuts extraordinary device too muſt _ 
have been put in execution, in order by 
their aſtoniſhing enquiry, even of Herod 
himſelf, after a young Kung of the Jews, 
lately born in his own dominions; as 

| | well 


. 


7 — 3 
r Dn 235) wn. 
2 = 8 9 — 
— 275 > "4-4 


/ r 
SINE — : D a 


' WE 
* 7 
* 
4 
5. 5 
F « 
4 þ OS I 
> * 
} 5 
5 8) 
, * "RE 
1. 
17 o 
& 
T7 « 
# 
1 3 i. 
15 7 
i 
1 
= z 
|; { 
[ ce 1 
j 8 
' 
i i; 2 
. 
i 1 
19 
* 
j 6 4:2 
7 7 
[ . 
" "= 
1 7 
: > 'S 
; 5 
4 - 
4 Ll "= 
7 
1 4 - 
z 1 2 
I 4 
i 
. <3 
; 768 
: + 
1 19 
1 4 
f 7 8 
1 A 
4 Ps 
9 4, 
1 * 
* "= N 
* 
* 
3 
. »* 
1 8 
>. 1 
7 
E 
9 05 
11 
Ku 
17 
1 
Ts v1 
*. J N 
4 
N 1 
t, $4 by 
1 
5 373 A 
| 3 {EX 8 
p . 
! 2 
1 Ji 
} 8 
{ We 1 
7 fy uy" 
' * [1 
Lene IE) 
7 
„ 1 
3 
1142 
* * 
wt SY! 5 
441 
7 
21 
1 * 
: 03-7 
1. 1 
off 4 
{ . 
: Ty q 
” 
1 2 N 
85 
1 4 4 
7 1 p 
: 17 
} 1.45 
t 14 
[| 182 
ti 4 
ö 164 
1. 
7 f 
4 „ 
? x 
T%' 
Tr n 
oY: 
8 
191 
& 
. 
9 -Y 
9 8 
36 
LS © 
1 
Fett 
4 
FO 
. 
* 


52 see the commentators, on the place; and note 1. 
on the 11th. ſe, of Mackwght' s Harmony, Lightfoot, 
; vol. i. 436. &c. | 


SS 
— Nr 
n er . 
* 
XA 
Nn ne 
»” ſj 


. 
br ear agontr mg 
— 5 
. I 
3. — —— ů — L 
7 2A. 2 * N 
— 1 
= — „„ SOT TITTY 
- b 
* 
52 - 


< \ one — 
_ 32 
— 


268 


The Divine Miſſons f 


7 75 3 IT. well as by the religious worſhip they were 
3 to pay the child, when they found him; 


to fix the thoughts and expectations of the | 
whole people upon Jeſus; that when he 
ſhould afterwards be old enough to begin 
acting his own part, they might the more 
readily receive him for the promiſed Mes 


ſiab. The ſtory of their being apprized 
of the young king's birth, by the appear- 


ance of a ſtar in the eaſt, and its appear- 
ing again to them, and direCting them to 


the houſe where Jeſus lay; muſt all have 


been forged, merely to ſupport their cha- 
racers, - and carry on the deluſion. . Their 


being warned likewiſe of God, in a dream, 


to depart from Bethlehem without return- 


ing to Herod; and Foſeph's carrying Mary 


and the child into Egypt, immediately 
after, in conſequence of a ſimilar divine 
command; muſt have been forgeries 


given out to throw an air of myſtery over 


their ſudden departure; while, in fact, 


every one of theſe ſteps muſt have been 


concerted between them All, long before 
_ theſe pretended. Miſe Men from, the eaſt 
made their appearance at Jeruſalem. 


Ar 


John Baptift and Teſus Chrif 


PAR T * 
Ar length then we are arrived at the * 


finiſhing ſtroke of this marvellous com- 
bination; which, at firſt ſight, might 
force one to acknowledge it, for ingenuity 
of deſign, not unworthy of the com- 
leteſt maſters in deceit. But a cloſer in- 
ſpection will preſently convince us, that 
the ſuppoſition of this ingenious expedi- 
ent is on many accounts incredible, and 
ſuch as cannot be received. 


In particular, the nature of the thing 


itſelf will fully prove; that if Zacharias, 
and thoſe connected with him, were ac- 


tually engaged in the grand plot we have 


all along ſuppoſed; ſtill it will remain in- 
credible, that they could attempt the ex- 
pedient before us. But above all, the 
whole Jewiſh Sanbedrim, and even He- 


rod himſelf, will bear ample witneſs, that 


the Wiſe Men in queſtion were, beyond 
all doubt, the real en they pretended 
to be. 

Tgarr ſome ſuch perſons, as the evan- 
geliſt has deſcribed, appeared publicly at 


Jeruſalem, enquirin 8 for the young King 
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rern. of the Fews ; that Herod, in conſequence 
Sect. 3. 
WY of their application to him, on this ac- 


count, ſummoned a great council of all 
the chief prieſts and ſcribes, to determine 
upon the place, where Chriſt ſhould be 
born; that, in conſequence of their de- 
termination, he ſent the ſtrangers to Beth- 
lehem ; commanding them, when they 
had found the young king, to acquaint 
him alſo, where he was: that they there 
found Mary, and her fon Jeſus, and paid 
homage to him, acknowledging him to be 
the young king they had ſought after : and 
that, becauſe they departed without re- . | 
turning to Herod, as he defired, he imme- 
diately put to death all the children about 
Feſus's age, which were to be found in 
 Bethlebem, and the region round about: 
all theſe facts, related clearly, poſitively 
aſſerted, and never in any part contra- 
dicted; are not now to be ar into 
queſtion. $1 
Hap they not been true, the evan ge- 
liſt could not have dared to aflert them; 
and even if he could have been guilry of 


ſo 


John Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt, 271 
' fo much folly ; their falſchood would have P 2 0 
been ſoon detected, and publicly laid Wee 
open; and the credit of his goſpel have 
been effectually deſtroyed. The facts are 
of ſo aſtoniſhing, and ſo public a nature, 
that this muſt inevitably have been the 
caſe. Not to ſay, that the very ſuppo- 
ſition of any deceit at the bottom, neceſ- 
ſarily implies the exiſtence of the facts 
themſelves; and, that the maſſacre of the 
infants, which is the moſt important of 
them all, to confirm the truth of the reſt, 
is elſewhere recorded *. 

THE 


_ * See Lardner's Cred. of the Goſpel Hiſtory, B. ii. 
ch. 2. throughout. See likewiſe even the expreſs teſti- 
mony of a Jew to the truth of this fact; quoted by Dr. 
G. Sharpe, in his © Argument for the Defence of Chri- 
ſtianity, taken from the Conceſſions of its moſt ancient 
Adverſaries; p. 40. But the truth of theſe extraordi- 
nary facts is ſet in ſo clear a light by a French writer, 
that, upon this occaſion, I hope to be forgiven the li- 
berty of tranſlating what he has ſaid about them. 

« Had the evangeliſt only told us, that the Wife Men 
ſaw a ftar in the eaſt, which they believed to be the ſtar 
of the King of the Jews; this would have appeared 
very ſuſpicious. If he had ſaid no more, than that the 
Wiſe Men came to Jeruſalem ; neither would this have 
been ſatisfactory. But he aſſerts, not only that they 
came there; but that they appeared there in public ; 


and 


27.2 


PAR T II. 


Sect. 3. 
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Tur facts then being indiſputably 
eſtabliſhed; it is certain, from the nature 


of 


and that the whole city of Jeruſalem were greatly moved 
and aſtoniſned on their account. Is it very likely any 
one ſhould take it into his head to attempt perſuading 
ſo great a city as Jeruſalem, that they had been thrown 


into a general conſternation, by the appearance of cer- 


tain Wile Men, who came purpoſely to worſhip the king 
of the Jews? When a man has determined to publiſh 
any falichood, which it is of the utmoſt importance to 
him to procure the belief of; will he ſingle out ſuch cir- 
cumſtances to relate, as the people well know are all 


_ utterly falſe ? Matthew, who wrote this account, was 


himſelf a Jew. And for whom did he immediately de- 
fi ign it? For many thouſand Jews, converts to chriſtia- 
nity, who dwelt at Jeruſalem; and who were as well 


acquainted with what had happened there; both in their 


own days, and thoſe of their fathers ; as the people of 
Paris are, with what came to paſs there, under the ad- 
miniſtration of Cardinal Richlieu; or thoſe of London, 
with what was tranſacted there, in the time of Oliver 
Cromwell; or the People of Stockholm, with what hap- 
pened in that city in the reign of Guſtavus. And let us 
only conſider, whether it would be poſſible for any one 
to publiſh ſuch falſehoods in theſe populous cities, with 


| fuch remarkable ſucceſs as attended the relations we are 


now conſidering ; ſo as by their means to engage _ 


thouſands to become parties in his cauſe.” 


+ But granting, that the evangeliſt might have a- 
rance enough to deſcribe the Wiſe Men, and the aſto- 
niſhment they occaſioned in all the inhabitants of Jeru- 
falem ; even in direct oppoſition to the well known hiſ- 
tory of the times: it mult at leaſt be allowed, that the 


ſubſequent events, afſerted to have happened in conſe- 


* 


2 Baprift and 22 Chriſt 


of that - enquiry, which theſe apparent Pa 3 II. 


Wi Ye Men from the eaſt came to Jeruſa- 
29 lem 


quence of this, were of ſuch a | nature, 4 not even 
the moſt impudent and abandoned writer, could have 
dared to make mention of them, had they not come to 
als,” 
: « In reality, this tranſaction contains two or three 
facts ſo cloſely connected in their own nature, that if we 
allow the truth of one, it will be impoſſible to deny the 
reſt, If we agree, that the arrival of ſome Wiſe Men 
induced Herod to ſummon the great council of the Jews, 
in order to be aſſured, where the Meſſiah ſhould be 
born; we cannot poſſibly doubt whether any ſuch per- 
ſons did actually appear. And if we allow, that Herod 
really ſent his people to Bethlehem, to put to death 
all the children there, of two years old and under; 
there can be no diſpute about the anſwer given by the 
Sanhedrim to this enquiry. If, therefore, the truth of 
the chief fact may be relied on, there can be no need of 
any further proof of the two other.” 
« Now I will venture to affirm, that if this chief 

event had not really come to paſs, the evangeliſt could 
never have related it, For what was better known 
than the reign of Herod the Great? Even his moſt in- 
ſignificant actions were all got abroad. How then 
could any one dare to charge him, falſely, with iq aſto- 
niſhing, and unheard of a maſſacre as this? Bethlehem 
itſelf was ftill flouriſhing, when the evangeliſt wrote his 
account of this tranſa&ion. So that, if his relation was 
not ue, every inhabitant of that city could bear witneſs 
to its falſehood. Its diſtance from Jeruſalem too was ſo 
ſmall, that the chriſtians there could not poſlibly be ig- | 
norant of the reception this account met with at Bethle- 
em itſelf; eſpecially as there was a very conſiderable 

inter- 
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Tee! H. lem to make, that they could not be im- 
8 poſtors. 


Fox firſt, ſhould we ond: Fo 7 ofeph 
and Zacharias actually engaged in the 
grand impoſture ; nothing can be more 
incredible, than that they ſhould, at this 
time eſpecially, be ſo induſtrious in con- 
triving the moſt ready ways to betray it; 
by ſtill making /o many more. perſons ac- 
quainted with their whole deſign. And 

: s __ how 


intercourſe carried on between the two cities. Nor was 
the time, which had elapſed between the birth of Jeſus 
Chriſt and the writing of this Goſpel, by any means 
ſufficient to afford room for the reception of ſo extrava- 
gant a falſehood. I would only aſk, whether we our- | 
| ſelves could be perſuaded into the belief, that any par- 
ticular Monarch now reigning in Europe, or, if you 
pleaſe, one who reigned thirty or forty years ſince, had 
cauſed two or three thouſand children to be put to death 
in the cradle ; for the ſake of deſtroying one in particu- 
lar, whoſe future fortune he was afraid of? There is 
Little likelihood indeed of our liſtening to ſuch an impo- - 
ſition as this; or indeed that any one ſhould publiſh ſuch | 
a falſehood; or even, that ſo ſtrange a thought ſhould 

even enter into any man's head. But that any one 

ſhould be able to perſuade the people of the /ame king- 
dom, and even the inhabitants of the very place, where 
the ſcene is laid, into the belief of ſuch a fact, ¶ it bad 
newer happened, is above all incredible.” — See Traits 
de la Verite de la Religion Chretienne, Par J. Abbadie ; ; 
. Pax. li. fed. 3+ ch. 2. 


: Fohn Baprift and Feſus Chrift. 


how could theſe veteran deceivers think * AD 3 . 
of promoting their ſucceſs, by ſending N 


any of their accomplices upon ſo danger- 


ous, nay ſo mad an enterpriſe ; as that of 


going purpoſely to acquaint Herod him- 
ſelf, with the actual birth of a young King 
of the Jews? Above all, where could 
they expect to find adventurers, daring 


and fooliſh enough, to engage in ſo def- 


perate an undertaking ? ? 

THe leaſt they could expect FARE the 
execution of ſuch an embaſſy was, that, 
if Herod ſhould refrain from putting then: 


immediately to death, it would only be, 


in order to place ſuch ſpies upon all their 
motions, as they could not eſcape from; 
that ſo, when he had by this means de- 
tected their infant king, he might cut 


them all off together; and thus bring all 


their crafty devices to a very ſpeedy con- 
cluſion. | 

Nox is it leſs evident from the conduct 
of Herod, and the Jewiſb council, that 


the Wiſe Men in queſtion really were t 


* 


impoſtors; than it is from the very na- 
1 ture 
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De Divine Miſſions of 


3 an IT. ture of that enquiry they came to Jeruſa- 
I 2 lem to make, that they could not be ſo. 


Can it be imagined, that a prince of 
Herod's penetration, policy, and paſſio- 
nate diſpoſition, would ſuffer three or four 
perſons, in the character of Wiſe Men 
rom the Eaft, to throw himſelf, and all 
Jeruſalem with him, into ſuſpence and 
aſtoniſhment; by daringly publiſhing even 
the actual birth of a new King of the 
Jews ; and declaring they were come, by 
the guidance of heaven itſelf, to worſhip 
him; without immediately cauſing the 
very ſtricteſt enquiry to be made, into their 
true country and character? Can we ſup- 
poſe Herod, above all men, would ſuffer 
his very throne to be ſhaken under him; 
without fatisfying himſelf in the com- 
pleteſt manner, that theſe unlooked for, 
and daring harbingers of the new King, 


| were not a ſet of impoſtors ? Could fo po- 


litic a prince, on any account whatever, 
- himſelf add dignity to their characters, 
and authority to their declarations; by 
treating n with ſo much outward re- 

| an 
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ſpect, as even to ſummon the great Coun- ? a x: T IL. 


cil of the prieſts , to give a ſolemn an- 
ſwer to their enquiry 3 unleſs he had been 
thoroughly convinced, that they were in 


truth the very perſons they pretended 


to be ? 


BEFORE he could reſolve to Glo ſo 


dangerous a courſe as this, which muſt 


ect. 3. 
i > 


| unavoidably make the people in general ſo 


much more prone to tumults and revolts ; 
he would certainly have taken every ſtep 


neceſſary, to detect ſo bold an impoſition; 


and would have condemned the impoſ- 
tors, had they proved ſuch, to the moſt 
cruel and ignominious deaths. Nor can 


it be believed, that all the moſt eminent 


members of the Jewiſh prieſthood ſhould 
be ſummoned, even by I as himſelf, to 


give their opinion upon the place of Chriſts 


/ birth, 


The chief ts were either thoſe, who had en- 
enjoyed the dignity of the high prieſthood, which was 
now become elective and temporary; or the chiefs of 
the ſacerdotal claſſes ; the heads of the courſes of prieſts 
appointed by David. The ſcribes were the interpreters 


of the law, and the public teachers of the nation.” — _ 


3 _ 11, — See Lightfoot, vol. i. 435. NC. 


2758 The Divine Miſſons of 
22 1 birth, on ſo unlocked for, and ſurprifing an 
A occaſion ; without enquiring, very curi- 
ouſly, into the true characters of thoſe 
ſtrangers, whoſe amazing declarations had 
been the only cauſe of Herod's callin 8 | 

| them together. 

BxsiDEs, from the Cruel maſſacre of 
the infants, which Herod immediately 
proceeded to, upon the departure of the 
Wiſe Men from Bethlehem, without re- 
turning to him ; it is evident, that his de- 
fign in treating their enquiry with ſo much 
reſpect, was, merely to get the young King 
into his power ; that he might then cut 
off him; and whoever appeared connec- 
ted with him, at once. And this being 
unqueſtionably his real intention; had he 
not been moſt thoroughly convinced, that 

the Wiſe Men in queſtion were not im- 
poſtors; had there been but the leaſt 
room for any ſuſpicion about it; his ff 
care would have been, to beſet them with 
_ truſty perſons, when he ſent them to 
Bethlehem ; who would have certainly ſe- 
cured Them ang their infant King, as ſoon 


as 


7 Bags if and 75 ſus Chrift. 279 
as they pretended to have found him ; . _ II. 
and have brought them all back together 
to Herod, to be put to death at his plea- 
ſure, So that had not the Viſe Men, who- 
ever they really were, brought with them 
ſuch clear credentials of the truth of their 
aſſumed characters and country, as freed 
them at once from the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
deceit; we may be ſure they could ot 
have eſcaped, either undetected, or un- 
puniſhed. | 
Bur further, had not fas an attempt 
itſelf been far too dangerous for them to 
try; and had it been poſſible for them to 
have eſcaped ; ſtill it appears, that no im- 
poſtors could have been ſent on this: o- 
caſion, with inſtructions to conduct them- 
ſelves in that manner, in which the Wife 
Men before us are found to have done. 
Ir was now ſome time ſince the birth 
of their intended counterfeit king. It 
had fallen out likewiſe, in conſequence f 
an edict of the Roman Emperor; that 
he had been born in a city, where Fo/epb 
and. Mary had not, otherwiſe, any intention 


The Divine Mz: 7 ions of 


P To I. that he ſhould - Whence it plainly ap- 
— pears, that They at leaſt knew nothing of 


any acknowledged opinion, univerſally 
known and agreed in, that Bethlehem, in 
particular, was certainly to be the birtb- 
place of the Meſſiah. At the fame time, 
Herod's aſſembling the great Council of 
the _ _ this oCcaſion, to give 

him 


» That Joſeph and 305 had 500 originally formed 


any deſign of their own, that Jeſus ſhould be born at 


Betblebem, is evident, not only from the unexpetied 
occaſion of their going thither, Auguſtus's decree. for the 
taxing ; but likewiſe from the other circumſtances of 
his birth here. For it appears, that they did not come 
to Bethlehem till 6 late, that no room was to be had 
in the houfe ; and Mary was actually delivered of Jeſus 
in a flable. Whereas had Joſcph and Mary been enga- 
ged in the plot ſuppoſed, and formed a 4 ſign of hav- 
ing Jeſus born at Bethlehem, in order to correſpond 
with any received opinion of the birth place of the 
Meſfiah ; 7 would unqueſtionably have taken care to 
have been at Bethlehem, eſpecially upon the publication of 
ſuch à decree, time enough to have ſecured ſome more 
convenient, and ſafer place for Mary's delivery, than 
the fable of an inn. They knew before hand how ex- 
tremely full the town would neceſſarily be, upon this 
particular occaſion; and as Zacharias had already per- 
formed his public part in the plot, and the further pro- 
ſecution of their deſign ſo abſolutely depended upon 
Mary's /af+ delivery; they would unqueſtionably have 
taken 24s requiſite and obvious precaution, at leaſt, * | 

order to have ſecured it | 


Jobn Baptiſt and 55 eſus Clif 


him their opinion, where the Meſſiah P RE 7 II. 
ſhould be born ; affords us another proof Sy 


likewiſe, that this was a point, by no 
means univerfally known and determin- 
ed, at the time, when the Wiſe Men in 
queſtion appeared. 

Now this point not being known to 
Foſeph and his aſſociates; nor ſo far deter- 
mined, as to enable them to judge be- 


fore-hand, with any tolerable degree of 


aſſurance, for ah particular place He- 


rod 's anſwer would declare; it is clearly 


impoſſible, that they could ſend counter- 
feits to Jeruſalem, at this time, to en- 
quire of Herod, where the Meſſiah ſhould 
be born ? | 

Fon as to Herod; if he ſhould chooſe 


to diſſemble ſo far, as to return any an- 


ſwer to their enquiry; nothing leſs was to 
be expected, than that he would aſſemble 
the great Council of the prieſts, to deter- 
- mine the matter, And what muſt have 
been the conſequence, if Their anſwer 
had fixed upon any other place, than that 


particular city, where, without the leaſt 


view 
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rer I. view to the plot ſuppoſed, Feſus had been 
a already brought into the world? It is 


obvious, and muſt have been ſo to them, 
that the determination of this learned 
Body of the prieſts, whoſe opinions in 
all matters of religion were of the grea- 
teſt weight and authority, would have 
been ſubmitted to, as deciſive, by the 
whole people; and all this artful long 
laid deſign of ſetting up the ſon of 
Mary for the Maſiah, and the coun- 
terpart of the plot with regard to Jobn, 
muſt at once have been effectually quaſh- 

ed, and entirely put an end to.1 

- Hap it therefore been poſſible for any 
company of deceivers, engaged in a con- 
federacy with Zacharias and Joſeph, to 
have come to Jeruſalem af this time, un- 
der the aſſumed characters of Wiſe Men 


from the Eat; which however we have 


ſeen it was not; certain it is their er- 
rand could not 2 have been, 76 en- 
quire of Herod himſelf, where the Meſ- 
* ſhould be born? But, to ſpread it 
abroad among the * in general, 

; where 
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where he aftually was born. And the 1 
ſame ſtar, which they pretended had A 


guided them from the Eaſt to Jeruſa- 
lem; would, without any difficulty, have 
been made to conduct them ſoon after 
to Bethlehem likewiſe; and by this means 
have ſaved them from that dangerous 
application to Herod; as well as from 


the hazard of receiving any ſuch deter- 


mination of the prieſts, with regard to 


the birth place of the Meſſiah; as muſt. 


neceſſarily have overthrown their long 


laid deſign, of ſetting up Jeſus in his 


ſtead. WE. 
AnD thus we have gone through the 
propoſed examination, as well into the 

internal nature of the grand impoſture 


in debate; as of ſeveral particulars, that 


occur in the courſe of the whole tranſ- 


action; and which, if there was any 


deceit at all in the caſe, muſt have been 
ſo many ſteps deliberately taken by thoſe 
who contrived, and carried it on. - And 
while, on the one hand, the defign it- 


ſelf has appeared, on every conſidera- 


tion, 
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Par A II. tion, moſt extravagantly abſurd, and im- 
SN Poffible to have been conceived or un- 


dertaken; on the other, the conduct of 
every perſon concerned has proved itſelf, 
in ſeveral particulars of the laſt impor- 
* tance to their ſucceſs, directly oppo/ite 

to what they muſt certainly have purſued, 
had they really been engaged in the pro- 
ſecution of the ſuppoſed iniquitous deceit. 
HERE therefore we may be allowed 
to repeat, upon the ſtrength of this ar- 
gument only; what has already been as 
fully proved, in the firſt part, by an- 
other ; that the plot, which we have all 
along been ſuppoſing, could not poſſibly 
have any real exiſtence. But on the con- 
trary, that the revelations, and other mi- 
racles recorded, as having accompanied 
the births of Zacharias's and Mary's ſong, 
prove themſelves: to have; really come to 
paſs: and conſequently, that the ſacred 
and prophetic characters, to which John 
and FJeſus laid claim, muſt unqueſtionably 
have been their 7rue charatters, and in a all 

reſpects divine. 
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PART III. 


hy 


PR F TER having proved, in the Paar III. 


A & firſt place, from the circumſtances 
Web and ſituation of all thoſe, who 
muſt have been the only contrivers of the 
impoſture in debate, that They could not 
- poſſibly have engaged in ſuch a plot; in 
the next, that the ſuppoſed plot itſelf is, 
in its own nature, ſo manifeſtly abſurd, 
that it could never r be entered into by any 
PO 
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Parr Ill. perſon whatever ; and further, that ſeve- 
93 


| ready eſtabliſhed, 


ral of the moſt important ſteps, in the 


courſe of theſe tranſactions, are ſuch as 
could ot have been taken, even if the 
plot itſelf could really have exiſted; cer- 
tainly nothing more can be neceſſary to 
eſtabliſh the miraculous conceptions and 


births, and conſequently, the divine cha- 


racters of Job the Baptiſt and Feſus 


Chriſt.” 


Bur we have not yet produced all the 
evidence in ſupport of theſe points, which 


the nature of the caſe will admit of, and 


the facts recorded in the goſpels afford. 


And ſince, in a matter of ſuch impor- 


tance to the everlaſting intereſts of man- 
kind, as the truth and certainty of a par- 
ticular divine revelation, no argument, 
which the caſe can furniſh to illuſtrate the 
truth, ſhould be ſuffered to lie neglected ; 
let us now go on to the examination'of 
ſome other particulars, which naturally 
preſent themſelves after thoſe already con- 


ſidered; and which will prove a very 


conſiderable illuſtration of the points al- 


- SINCE 
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SINCE, John and Je efus at length ap- Paar III. 
peared together, in thoſe connected cha- WR 
raters, which it was prophetically aſſert- 
ed, at the time of their births, they were 
afterwards to aſſume; we may with good 
reaſon expect, that their own conduct, in = 
all ſuch particulars as any way affected 
each other's character and reputation; or 
could have any influence on the final ſuc- 
ceſs of their joint defign ; will afford us 
ſome very ſtrong circumſtantial evidence 
of the truth or falſchood of their pre- 
tenſions, | 

WHEN any one has . to at- 
tempt deceiving mankind, by counter- 
feiting ſome public character of a very ex- 
traordinary nature; it is incredible that 
he ſhould begin to enter upon action, 

without firſt ſettling, at leaſt all the prin- 

cipal parts of that conduct, which he 
judges moſt likely to ſecure him from de- 

tection. When more than one have 

agreed to proſecute jointly any ſuch ini- 

quitous deſign, it is equally obvious, that 
ay cannot be 3 to appear on the”. 
N : 
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The Divine Miſſions , 
public ſtage, without having firſt jointly 
ſettled the whole ſcheme of their con- 
duct, and allotted to each his particu lar 
plan. | 
THE more important and difficult the 
characters are, which they intend to aſ- 
ſame, and the better the people, whom 
they deſign to impoſe upon, are qualified 
for detecting them; the greater care they 


will neceſſarily take in adjuſting their di- 


ſtinct parts, and contriving all the parti- 
culars of importance in their public beha- 


viour. More eſpecially, as nothing is ſo 


apt to cauſe, an immediate ſuſpicion of 
ſome concerted deceit, as an apparent 


connexion between ſuch as lay claim to 


the characters of inſpired meſſengets from 
God ; it cannot be imagined that ſuch de- 
ceivers, would determine to ſay or do any 


thing, which naturally tended to bring 


the credit of Either into queſtion. On 
the contrary, it muſt readily be allowed, 
that they would exert the utmoſt care, to 
avoid doing any thing, but what might 


hel p to promote the reputation and ſuc- 
cels 


Jobn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chris. _ 
ceſs of Each Other, | in their j joint under- Paxx III. 
| — 
taking. 
SINCE therefore Fob and Feſus were 
ſo profeſſedly con nected together, that they 
reciprocally bore the moſt poſitive teſti- 
mony to the divine character of each 
other; theſe conſiderations point out an- 
other method, in addition to thoſe already 
made uſe of, for eſtabliſhing the truth, or 
detecting the falſehood of their claims. 
For from hence it is plain, that if we will 
ſuppoſe them to have been impoſtors, we 
muſt allow their whole public conduct to 
have been concerted between them, be- 
fore they proceeded to the actual exe- 
cution of their plot. So that if it ſhould 
appear, that in ſeveral particulars of their 
public management, they took ſuch ſteps 
as they muſt naturally think would prevent 
their mutual ſucceſs ; and that, inſome in- 
ſtances of their jointand relative behaviour, 
Each purſued a very likely and obvious 
method to deſtroy the Other's, and even 
his own reputation; this likewiſe muſt _ 
be allowed a very ſtrong collateral proof, 
| , „ 
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characters ſo extremely difficult to ſup- 
port, as thoſe laid claim to by Jom and 
Feſus; and before a people ſo well qua- 
lied, and fo willing as the Jews were to 
detect them, had they been pretenders ; 
we may peremptorily pronounce, that no 
impoſtors whatever could have adopted 
ſuch a condu as this. 

THE evangeliſts indeed have recorded 
but few inſtances of any public inter- 


Paxr Ill. that they could not be deceivers. With 
Vw 


| courſe between the Baptiſt, and Feſus ; 


and as few public declarations of Either, 
immediately, relating to the Other, Per- 
haps becauſe there were in reality few 
more of importance to mention; per- 
haps becauſe they were fully ſatisfied 
with mentioning thoſe. they have; in ad- 
dition to that abundant proof of John's 
divine character, contained in the mira- 
culous circumſtances of his birth. But 
few as the particulars of this kind, hand- 


ed down to us, are; theſe, when it is 


conſide red, that on the ſu ppoſition of | 


an impoſture, they muſt have been pre- 


concerted 
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e between them; will add no Pazr III. 
WIS 

little ſtrength to our former concluſion ; 

and place the certainty of the divine ori- 


ginal of John and Jeu, even in a Rill 
nder light than before. 
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De Divine M. Nons of 


SECTION I. 


HE conduct and characters of 
John the Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt, 

were in no particular more remarkably 
diſtinct, than this; that whereas Jeſaus 
ſpent great part of his time in performing 
the moſt aſtoniſhing miracles, without 


number; the Baptiſt, we are expreſsly 


informed *, never attempted to work any 
miracle at all. 
Now ſuppoſing them to have been 


joint impoſtors, John muſt have been as 


able to perform all Jeſus's miracles, as 
Jeſus himſelf was. For, on this ſuppo- 
ſition, how aſtoniſhing; ſoever theſe works 
may appear to us, and plainly beyond the 


- reach of all power leſs than the divine ; 


to be conſiſtent, we are obliged to con- 
feſs, that at the bottom they could not be 


any thing more, than mere tricks and 


deluſions. It is clearly impoſſible like- 

wiſe, for two deceivers to have agreed to- 
gether 

. John's Goſp. x. 41. | 


John Baptift and Yeſus Chriſt 


| gether upon fo hazardous a deſign, with- Pane i III. 
out laying open to each other all the wiles 


and artifices each was maſter of, and by 
the help of which only they could nog 
to carry it on. | 
Ir then they were deceivers, it muſt be 

allowed, that John knew how to work as 
many, and as great apparent miracles as Je- 
_ fas himſelf did. And conſequently we muſt 
believe, that his never attempting to per- 
form any, was in truth owing to a private 
agreement, previouſly made between 
them; from a perſuaſion, that this arti- 
fice would conduce moſt ta the ſucceſs of 
their joint defign. 

Is it then credible John and eſs 
could imagine, that the ſucceſs of their 
plot would have been at all obſtructed, 
ſhould John have performed any of theſe 
_ aſtoniſhing works? At firſt ſight it ſeems 
evident, that deceivers, who were deter- 
mined to attempt fo difficult and unpro- 
miſing an impoſture, would gladly have 
made uſe of every expedient, that could 
gain the good opinion of thoſe they want- 
EY 9 1 


394 


Pazr III. ed to Pan 1 Frag the peculiar 


Set 


WY part John undertook, was to prepare the 
people for the reception of Feſus z by aſ- 


* 


ſuring them of his divine authority, and 
prepoſſeſſing them, as much as poflible, 
in bis favour; what more natural, than 
for John himſelf to have exerted ſome of 
theſe extraordinary powers; ; the more ef- 


fectually to gain credit to his own pro- 


phetic character ; and conſequently, to all 
his declarations, concerning his Aſociate, 


who was ſo ſoon to appear ? 


Ix they thought it neceſſary for pro- 


curing Feſus's ſucceſs, to ſend a meſſenger 
before him, to proclaim his ſpeedy arri- 


val, and prepare the Jews to receive him, 
hah he ſhould come; they muſt un- 
queſtionably have been deſirous to furniſh 
this pretended divine berald, with the beſt 


| credentials i in their power ; that his em- 


baſſy might be attended with the wiſhed 


for effect. Nor could they think, that 


any other expedient would be ſo emi- 
nently ſerviceable for this end, as the per- 


formance of fore ſuch ſeemingly mira- 


culous 


* .* 


| Fobn Baptift and Jeſus Chrit. agg 
culbus works, as we have juſt now ſeen, Pa _ Ut: 
Fohn muſt have been able to perform. Be- 
ſides that great attention and reverence, 
which works of this kind were ſure to 
excite, on their own account alone ; they 
were what ſeveral of the Old Prophets had 
occafionally performed; and in particu- 
_ cular, that very prophet * Eljah, in 
whoſe ſpirit and power Zacharias had ex- 
plicitly foretold, that John would go before 
the Lord. | 
Turs therefore would have bedk ſo 
far from inconſiſtent with that character, 
in which John himſelf was to appear; 
that it muſt have ſeemed highly probable 
to Jeſus and Himſelß, if impoſtors, that 
the people might expect ſomething of 
this, kind at his hands. And whether 
they ſhould require this or not;. thus 
much was evident and certain ;- that no- 
thing elſe could contribute ſo. effectually 
to John's reception as a true prophet; and 
conſequently to the eſtabliſhment of 8 
ſus's character, by his means. 
| U £4 SINCE 


1 Kings, ch, xvii, and xviii. 2 Kings, ch. i. and ii. 
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The Divine Miſſions of 
Since then John and Jeſus could not 


— 3 be ſenſible, that the performance of 


ſome ſeemingly great miracles would be 
highly inſtrumental in ſecuring Johns 
ſucceſs, in his preparatory part of the 
plot ; their previous agreement, that, not- 
withſtanding this, ohn ſhould abſtain en- 
tirely from making uſe of. them ; muſt 
have ariſen from ſome apprehenſion, that if 
he did not, this would interfere with that 
part, which Feſus himſelf was ſoon after 
to act; and thus, in the end, obſtruct the 
ſucceſs of the whole undertaking. 
FON what then could ſuch an ap- 
prehenſion ariſe? No other aſſignable 
foundation for it occurs, than a doubt, 
whether, if John ſhould work wonders 
as well as Jeſus, the people might not be 
ſo far prejudiced in favour of John ; eſpe- 
cially as He was to appear fr ft before them; 
as to believe, for the moſt part, that John 


© himſelf was the Meſiab; and therefore pay 


little regard to Jeſus, when he came. Or, 
at leaſt, that they might be fo far kept in 


poſes between the Two, as never to give 


their 


Jobn Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt, 297 
their hearty aſſent to Either; and by this Pane TN. 
means effectually prevent the final ſucceſs yu 
of Both. 

Bur theſe dpprchienFions,- however 

_ plauſible at firſt fight, could not poſſibly 
have any real exiſtence. Had two ſuch 
deceivers indeed ſtarted up, at the fame 
time, without any ſecret connection; They 
might have had fome reaſon to apprehend 
the worſt of theſe inconveniencies, un- 
leſs they preſently agreed to act in con- 
cert, and ſupport each other. But as it is 
certain, that if John and Jeſus were de- 

ceivers, they muſt from the beginning 
have concerted every ſtep they took, to- 

gether ; ſo we may be aſſured, that They 
could not be influenced by any ſuch ap- 

prehenſions as theſe. | 

Tag more ſatisfactory proofs Yon 
could give of his wr inſpiration ; the 
more effectually muſt his teſtimony have 
eſtabliſhed the belief of Feſus's divine miſ- 
fon; and not of his divine miſſion only, 
but the preciſe nature, and deſign, of his 
. office. Whatever influence Johns 
autho- 
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The Divine Miffions of 


Pane 1, authority might have, m determining the 
—— opinion of the people, in one of theſe 


points; the ſame, it was to be expected 
it would have, in the other. As Jobns 
declarations could have no weight with 
the Jews, in either of theſe particulars, 
but in conſequence of their being perſuad- 
ed, that he was commiſſioned, from 
above, to make known to them whatever 
he declared ; it was natural to think, that 
his declarations would have the fame 
weight, in both theſe points, as in either. 
So that if ohn and Jeſus were agreed in 
opinion, that it would be ſerviceable to 
their joint deſign, for ohn to appear as a 
divine meſſenger, before the arrival of Je- 
ſus; and to bear witneſs to Him at all; 
and had not this been the cafe John could 
not have appeared; they muſt, for the 
ſame reaſon, have thought it beſt, for Jahn 
toſupport his own divine character by every 
artifice in his power; and particularly, by 
this of performing great apparent mira- 
cles, in preference to every other. 


Hap 


# obn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Haß they even conceived the leaſt ſuſ- Page I III. 
picion of any ſuch ill conſequence from wen 


this conduct, as was juſt now ſuggeſted ; 
nothing would have been eaſier, than to 
prevent their mutual credit from interfer- 


ing by this means, in the leaſt with each 


other. What more obvious, than that 


they would have agreed, that Jahn ſhould 


perform many works apparently miracu- 
lous; but that the ug aſtoniſhing of all 
thoſe they were able to contrive; ſuch as 
ſeeming to give ſight to thoſe who had. 
been born blind, and raiſing the dead; 
ſhould be inviolably reſerved for Jeſus's 
hand alone. That Jobn, in the mean 
time, ſhould on all theſe occaſions incul- 
cate upon the people, the great ſuperiority 
of power with which they would ſhortly 


ſee the Meſſiab himſelf endowed ; and preſs 


this upon them, as the infallible criterion 
of that ſuperior divine character, which, 
he was to teach them, belonged to Jeſus 
alone. This would have been ſo natural 
an expedient, that they could not over- 


look it; and, at the ſame time, ſo ex- 


tremely 


300 
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Paxr IN III. tremely ſerviceable to their cauſe, that it 


zs inconceivable they ſhould decline ma- 
ing uſe of it. 


Anp beſides this obvious and eaſy re- 
ſtriction, with regard to the nature of the 
works themſelves; various expedients 
would have been hit on, by men of ſuch 


ſubtilty and contrivance, as theſe muſt 


have been; to render John's miracles far 
leſs ſtriking, than thoſe even of the fame 


kind, worked by Jeſuss himſelf; merely by 


means of their different manners of per- 


forming them. 


In ſome inſtances we find Te efus him- 
felf making uſe of apparent, though not 


adequate means to accompliſh his works; 


in others, not having recourſe to any. 
Sometimes he required certain qualifiea- 


tions in the perſons themſelves, for whom 


he was about to work them; as neceſſary 


aſſiſtances for the ſucceſs of his own en- 


deavours: at others he peremptorily pro- 
nounced the word, and the work was 
performed. Some he choſe to com- 


pleat 1 in an inſtant; others were accom- 
pliſhed 


% 9M 1 * ws a boa} 
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pliſhed but by degrees. Upon ſome oc- * av Hl III. 
caſions he openly implored aſſiſtance from . 


heaven, as if it was God alone, who re- 
ally performed every thing he himſelf 
ſeemed to do; on others he thought fit 
to act, as if he himſelf was actually en- 
dowed with the fulneſs of divine power. 
Ir is not only a probable ſuppoſition 


therefore, that many different methods of 


working the ſame kind of miracles would 
have occurred to John and Jeſus, at the 
ſettling of their reſpective parts, in the 
execution of the plot ; but it is an un- 
deniable matter of fact, that they actu- 
ally muſt, It is evident likewiſe, that 
though every work conceived to be mi- 
raculous neceſſarily implies the exertion 
of divine power ; yet ſome miracles, in 
the nature of the things themſelves, may 
be far more aſtoniſhing than others; and 


even the ſame kind of miracles may be 


performed by different perſons, in a man- 
ner ſo unequally calculated to ſurpriſe ; 
as to make the ſpectators naturally con- 


ceive far more exalted notions of the One, 
than the Other. | So 


de Divine Miffhons of © 
so that, by taking in the performance 


WY * apparent miracles to his aid, but con- 


fining himſelf, all the while, to thoſe of 
the leaſt ſtupendous and aſtoniſhing na- 
ture, and working even theſe in the moſt 
diffident and humble manner; John 
might with much greater aſſurance have 
expected to eſtabliſh his own credit, and 
prepare the people for acknowledging the 
divine miſſion of Jeſus; than; he could 
hope to accompliſh theſe ends without 
them. And the miracles, which John 
might have performed under theſe ob- 
_ vious reſtrictions, would have been fo far 
from involving the Jews in doubt and per- 
plexity, about the difference between the 
character of Jeſus, and His own ; that his 
repeated declarations of himſelf, as be- 
ing only the Meſſiah's Foreruniter ; and of 
 Fefus as being the true Meſſiah ; ſtrength- 
ened by Jeſuss more aſtoniſhing works, 
and ſuperior all-powerful manner of per- 
forming them; would have induced the 
Jews to acquieſce with greater readineſs, 
an n in Their dint pretenſions. 
Por 


John Baptiſt and TFeſus Chrift, 
For as John's divine authority would, by Pa 
this means, have been more aſſuredly } 
_ eſtabliſhed ; ſo it was to be expected, that 
his peremptory, explicit declarations of 
Feſus's peculiar character, as well as his 
gun, would be more implicitly believed. 

How then can it be conceived, that 
They, who, if impoſtors, were maſters. 
of ſo compleat an art of working won- 
ders, as no other impoſtors ever poſſeſ- 

ſed; and who depended ultimately for 
| ſucceſs, upon the uſe they ſhould make 
of theſe wonderous works, more than 

any thing elſe; as Jeſus himſelf often de- 
_ Clared; how can it be believed They could 
agree, that Zobnſhouldentirelyabſtainfrom 
making the leaſt uſe of them, when they 
would have been fo immediately capable 
of doing the greateſt ſervice to the cauſe ? 
Nothing leſs than the moſt evident dan- 
ger reſulting. from them, could perſuade: 
an impoſtor to forego the pleaſure of put- 
ting in practice ſo exquiſite an art; and in 
the caſe before us, inſtead of any ill con- 
ſequence to iran from it, there was a very: 
evident, 


304 The Divine Miſſions of 

* III. evident, and ſtrong reaſon for John's mak- 

GI ing uſe of it. The benefit to be expected 
from it, was ſo great, that they muſt both 
have been exceedingly defirous to make 
John's application of it ſubſervient to the 
reſt of their plot; and the expedients, by 
which this might have been done, were fo 
obvious and eaſy, that they could not eſ- 
cape their obſervation. 

_ Hap John and Jeſus been aer 
we ſhould therefore undoubtedly have re- 
ceived accounts of many miracles per- 
formed by John ; though neither ſo nume- 
rous, nor aſtoniſhing as thoſe of Feſus 

himſelf. And had this ever cauſed the 
Jews to enquire; in a manner ſimilar to 

' what they did upon another occaſion ; why 

He performed theſe miracles, if he was 

not the Metab? His anſwer was ready, 

and would have been of ſingular ſervice 

to the whole joint undertaking I indeed 

(he would have faid) do perform thoſe mi- 

raculous works, which have excited your 

admiration, and cauſed this enquiry ; but 

there ſtandeth one amon g you, whom ye 

| know 


= John Baptiſt and Feſus Chrift. 


know not; He it is, who will perform Paz III. 
much greater works before you, than I 


am able to do. But theſe works, that I 
do, they are abundantly ſufficient to con- 
vince you of my own divine authority; 
and conſequently to ſatisfy you, that He 


alone, whom I have ſo often pointed out 


to you as ſuch, is the true Meſſiah ; as well 
as that I myſelf am his immediate Fore- 
nnr. 3 
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SECTION II. 


F Jobn and Jeſus were joint deceivers, 
it is certain, not only from the nature 


of their deſign itſelf, but likewiſe from 
thoſe very diſtin, and remarkable kinds 


of life, they Each adopted ; that they did 


not begin to ſhew themſelves to the people, 
without having firſt deliberately agreed to 
aſſume ſuch particular characters, as ap- 
peared to them beſt calculated for promot- 


ing their plot. For beſides, that this was 
a matter of ſuch importance as they could 


not neglect ; the characlers, they actually 


appeared in, were ſo extraordinary in them- 
ſelves, and fo directly oppofite to each 
other, that they could not proceed from 


any thing but a preconcerted % ns. 


From the very beginning John prac- 


| tiſed all imaginable aufterity ; making his 


firſt public appearance in a covering * of 


camels hair, tied with a leathern girdle ; | 


1 with the moſt ſingular abſtemiouſ- 
neſs, 


5 Matthew iii. 4. 
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neſs, upon locuſts and wild honey; 1 
excluding himſelf, in great meaſure, from 

all human ſociety. Nor did he himſelf 

only moſt rigorouſly adhere to all the re- 
ligious rites and ordinances, practiced by 
the ſevereſt ſect among the Jews, the Pha- 
riſees; but he obliged all his own diſ- 
ciples, who aflociated at all with him, to 
do the ſame. Whence the Phariſees them- 
ſelves put the queſtion to Jeſus ; why do * 
the diſciples of John faſt often, and make 
prayers, and likewiſe the diſciples of the 
Phariſees ; but thine eat and drink? Such 
was the ſolitary and mortified life of John, 
from the beginning of his public appear- 
ance in the character of the Baptiſt. 
. Jesus, on the contrary, was the very 
| reverſe of all this. He aſſumed a charac- 
ter, not only void of all ſeverity and re- 
ſtraint, but ſpent his whole time in a moſt 
uncommon manner, in ſeeking the ſociety 
of, and converſing familiarly with all ranks 
and orders of the people. And fo far 
was he from complying with the ſuper- 
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[+> fag  Ritious ceremonial of any of the prevailing 
A ſets, but more eſpecially the rigid Pha- 


riſees; or exhorting his diſciples to con- 
form in the leaſt, to them; that, on all 
occaſions, he himſelf conſtantly broke 
through them, and both publicly and 
privately inveighed againſt them. Society 
was what he ſought above all things; 
even with the moſt deſpiſed ſort of men, 
and ſuch as lay under a general reproach : 
and with theſe, and all others, he eat, 
and drank, and converſed, juſt as oppor- 
tunities offered, without the leaſt reſer- 
vedneſs or reſtraint. From his very firſt 
appearance in the character of the Me/- 
| fiah, he bid adieu, not only to retirement, 
but even to domeſtic life; and might be 
ſaid to live perpetually in the public view 
of mankind. So that ſolitude and auſte- 
rity did not more remarkably diſtinguiſh + 
the character of John; than ſocial inter- 
courſe with all ranks of men, and a ready 
compliance with all their various indiffe- 
rent cuſtoms, may be ſaid to mark out the 
peculiar conduct of Jeſus. 


Now 
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Nou it is plainly impoſſible for two Par III. 


two ſuch /ingular and oppgſite characters 
as theſe; and more eſpecially upon one ſo 
ſevere and diſagreeable as that of the Bap- 
7ifi ; unleſs they thought them indiſpen- 


ſibly neceſſary for the accompliſhment of 
their deſigns, and for that very reaſon 


pitched - upon them. It is evident like- 
wile, that whatever other conſiderations 


might contribute to determine their 


choice; the firſt and principal deſign, 
which they could never loſe fight of, muſt 


have been, to ſingle out ſuch a character 


for Each, as would appear to correſpond 
with, and fulfill, thoſe prophetical reve- 
lations concerning them, which had been 
publiſhed by Zacharias and Mary, about 
the time of their births. While we ſup- 
poſe them to have been impoſtors, theſe 
predictions, as we have already ſeen, muſt 
be acknowledged as the beginning and 
foundation of the whole plot. So that 
they were now under an abſolute neceſ- 


ſity of paying the ſtricteſt regard to them; 


* and 


ect. 2. 


connected deceivers, to have reſolved on 
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—_ III. and could neither forget nor neglect t to 
OE do it. 
| Ir then either of thoſe ſi wow cha- 
racters, which we find they actually adopt- 
ed, and eſpecially that of Jeſus, ſhould _ 
prove, upon confideration, in any ftrik- 
ing and capital particulars, wholly incon- 
ſiſtent with, and even contradictory to, what 
they themſelves muſt know to be the 
commonly received ſenſe of thoſe predic- 
tions, which had been at firſt made pub- 
lic concerning them; this again muſt be 
allowed another very ſtrong preſumptive 
argument, and indeed a concluſive one, 
that they could not be impoſtors, 
 ZacnaRIavs prophetical declaration 
concerning Feſus, at the time of John's 
circumciſion, was as follows, Bleſſed be 
the Lord God of Iſrael, for be bath viſited 
and redeemed his people, and hath raiſed up 
an horn of ſalvation for us, in the houſe of 
his ſervant David; as he ſpate by the 
mouths of his holy prophets, which have 
been fince the world began : that we ſhould 
be Javed from our enemi ies ar from the 
hand 


Jul Baptif and Toſus Chrift 


Land of all that hate us: to perform the Far = Ut. 
mercy promiſed to our fathers, and to re- 


member his holy covenant : the eath which 
be fware to our father Abraham ; that be 
would grant unto us, that we being deli- 
vered out of the hands of our enemies, might 
ſerve bim <oithout fear; in holineſs and 
| righteouſneſs | before him all the days of 
our life x. 
 AGREEABLE to FER but more full and 
mn was the revelation of the Angel 
and Mary. And behold, thou ſhalt con- 
er thy womb, and ſhalt bring forth 
a fon; and ſhalt call his name Tejus. He 
ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the fon 
of the Higheſt; and the Lord God ſbail 
give unto bim the throne of his father 
David. And he ſhall reign over the houſe 
of Jacob forever, and of bis SI there 
Jour be no end . [46k I 
In what ſenſe the Jews at this time in- 
keeps the predictions of the Holy Pro- 
pPbets, mentioned by Zacharias, and God's 
n to Abraham, is well known. In 
e 


os Luke i. 68, — 75. t tain) 1. 30,33 
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aur III. the perſon of the Maſiab, they univerſally 


Sect. 2 


— expected a temporal prince; who ſhould 


deliver them out of the hands of their 


enemies, and raiſe them to an univerſal 
monarchy, which could never be over- 
turned . And ſince the prophecies con- 
cerning Jeſus, juſt now quoted, were 
plainly ſuch as coincided with this general 


opinion; and Zacharias and Mary, who 
made them public, could not but know, 
that they would be univerſally underſtood 
in this ſenſe, and no other; if they were 
forgeries, their deſign in them muſt ne- 


ceſſarily have been, that Feſus ſhould aſ- 
ſume ſuch a character, as the predictions 


they delivered, would be univerſally, un- 
derſtood to foretell. For the ſame rea- 
ſon, when FJeſus himſelf came afterwards 
to deliberate upon a plan for his o-] m 
public conduct; he muſt have been clear- 
195 een n no behaviour whatever 


would 


1 This ! is aun dad evident, not only from the be- 
{ haviour of the people. in general to Jeſus, but even f 
his 4i/ciples themſelves, ina variety of inſtances through- 
out the goſpels, See likewiſe Lardner's Cred. Ke. b. * 0 
ch, TEES 
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would be looked upon as agreeable to Te II. 


thoſe prophecies, which he knew it was 2 | 


abſolutely incumbent upon him to fulfill ; 


unleſs he plainly intimated a deſign of ſet- 
ting himſelf up, at ſome proper opportu- | 


nity, for their temporal King. 

Was that remarkable kind of life, 
then, that Feſus actually adopted, fuch 
as might probably induce the Jews to 
conclude; he entertained his deſign ; or 
did he ever make any particular declara- 
tions to promote this belief ? On the con- 
trary, his conſtant and familiar intercourſe, 
not only with the loweſt orders of the 
people, but with the Publicans more eſpe- 
cially, who were looked upon as infa- 
mous by the Jews; was a principal part 


of his conduct, plainly calculated to de- 


prive him of all outward reſpe& and ho- 
nour ; and to prevent the Jews, as much 
as poſlible, from entertaining any exalted 
| notions about him. 

AT the ſame time, it appears, he never 
threw out any ſuch crafty inſinuations, as 


an impoſter, | in this caſe, would not have 


failed 


. 

. 
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Par III. failed to do; calculated to lead the people 


Sect. 2 


on with an opinion, that he was f with- 


out ſuch defigns, as they believed the 
Me ah would certainly put in practice; 


though the proper ſeaſon for their execu- 
tion was not yet arrived. Nay when, af. 


ter having miraculoufly fed a great multi- 
tude, he ſaw they began to be perſuaded, 
that he muſt be the Meſſiab; and for that 
reaſon were propoſing to ſet him up im- 


mediately for their King ; he induſtriouſſ 


prevented it, by diſperſing them; and to 


avoid any further attempts of the ſame 
kind, immediately left the place . And 
at length, even when his death was juſt 
approaching, he ſolemnly cloſed the ſcene 


with an explicit declaration to Pilate, 

that he laid no cam to 1 earthly 

kingdom +. | 
CovLy any conduct have been more 


oßpeſſte than this, to the ſenſe, in which 
be well knew the Jews muſt have under- 

| ſtood thoſe remarkable prophecies of his 
life and actions, which had beth made 


Public 


* John vi. 15, &c. + John xviii. 36 
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public by Zacbarias and Mary ; ; as well as Reer II. 


to their univerſal opinion of that conduct, — 
which the Meſiab was to purſue ? From 
beginning to end, it is evident, he per- 
ſiſted in a regular oppoſition to their in- 
veterate opinions of both; and yet never 
attempted to convince them, or even ſo 
much as inſinuated to them, that they 
were at all miſtaken in their ann 
tion of eitber. | 
Bur perhaps a Gaſpablon« may here ariſe, 
that becauſe theſe prophecies had been 
given out no leſs than near 7h:7ty years, be- 
fore Jeſus began to appear in public; 
therefore he might on this account deter- 
mine, that there was no neceſſity to pay 
any regard to them; as predictions long 
ſince forgotten, and of no concern. Or 
perhaps, it may poſſibly be objected, Je- 
ſus might think the knowledge of them 
was confined within ſo narrow a circle, | 
that on this account likewiſe they we were not i 
worthy of his regard. 
"Hee it is obvious to remark, "4k 
truth of which we have ſeen long agb, 
that 
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* that all the ſurprizing events ſaid to have 
Sea. 
ke. 55 accompanied Jeſus's conception, his birth, his 


preſentation in the temple, and eſpecially his 
being ſought after by the Wiſe Men; muſt 
certainly have been known, at the time, to 
very great numbers of the Jews. It is 
likewiſe as confeſſedly obvious, that John 
and Feſus could not but expect the me- 
mory of all theſe particulars to be revived; 
as ſoon as their claims to the divine cha- 
racters they aſſumed, ſhould become an 
object of the public attention. And. as 
to the prophecies, . in particular, which 
had been at firſt made public about them; 
the number of years which had elapſed, 
ſince the time when they were given out, 
was a circumſtance fs far from making it 
the leſs defireable to fulfill them ; that, 
on the contrary, it was the moſt fortunate 
circumſtance, that could attend them. 
Such a one indeed, as any impoſtors, in 
their caſe, muſt have wiſhed for, if it had 
not exiſted. For the longer it had been 
ſince ſuch prophecies were delivered, be- 
ore the time for their accompliſhment ar- 
rived ; 
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rived; the greater certainly muſt their au- Tant III. 
Sect. 
therity be; and conſequently the more 


deſirous an impoſtor muſt have been to 
fulfill them. 5 | 
Bur beſides all theſe conſiderations, 
the character aſſumed by the Baptiſt will 
very clearly convince us, that, in fact, 
Jeſus and He did not look upon it as un- 
neceſſary for them to do all in their power, 
to fulfill the prophecies in queſtion. 


Ir is not now to be proved, that if 


John and Jeſus were deceivers, their pub- 


lic conduct and characters muſt in the 


beginning have been debated and agreed 


on, between them Both. And had they 
been of opinion, for any reaſons what- 
ever, that it was not neceſſary for Jeſus 
himſelf to pay any regard to thoſe prophe- 
cies, which had been ſo long before ſpread 
abroad concerning him ; for the ſame rea- 
ſons, - they would have determined it to 
be unneceſſary for John likewiſe ; eſpe- 
cially as he had but the Inferior yr 
to act, 
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IT muſt be obſerved too, at the ſame 


time, that John's whole character con- 


ſiſted in the practice of ſo much apparent 
ſanctity, at leaſt, and real ſevere morti- 
fication, as it is incredible any impoſtor 
would have conſented to undergo, unleſs 
he thought it abſolutely requiſite for the 
ſucceſs of his undertaking. Yet John, we 
find, adhered minutely to theſe prophe- 
cies, which had been given out by Za- 


 chartas concerning him: nay, he even ex- 


ceeded what could have been expected 
from him, on their account, in the ſeve- 
rity of his life and manners. 

Ir had been foretold, that he ſhould 
go before the Lord in the ſpirit and power 
of Elias: and this he fo particularly ful- 
filled, as even to appear like Elias, in his 
very garb itſelf *. It had been ſaid, that 

| | | he 


* As appears from Matthew iii. 4. And the fame 


Jobn had his raiment of camels hair, and a leathern girdle 


about his loins ; when compared with 2 Kings, 1. 7, 8 
— And he, Ahaziah, ſaid unto them, what manner of 
man was he, aubich came to meet you, and told you theſe 
ewords ? And they anſwered him, he was an hairy man, and 
en with a girdle of leather _ his loins. And he ſaid, r 
Elija 
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he ſhould drink neither wine nor ſtrong 1 III. 
drink: and he lived in the deſert upon 
locuſts and wild honey *: and preach- 
ing the baptiſm of repentance for the re- 
miſſion of ſins, was, as it had been fore- 
told , the conſtant employment of his 
public life. So that while Jeſus, as we 
have ſeen already, was acting in direct op- 
' poſition to the received opinion of all the 
- prophecies, which had been given out con- 
cerning bim; and this, in thoſe parts of his 
conduct, .which muſt be expected to have 
the greateſt influence upon his ſucceſs ; 
John was practicing without interruption 
the mot ſevere mortifications ; merely to 
fulfill thoſe predictions, which had been 
originally made public concerning him. | 
Bur what principles can poſſibly ex- 
plain, or reconcile, ſo oppoſite a conduct 


as 
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Elijah the Tiſpbite. John's garment of camels hair was 
probably the ſackcloth with which penitents and mour- 
ners uſed to cover their loins, and ſometimes their whole 
bodies; 1 Chron. xxi. 16. — Macknight' 8 Harm. ſect. 
14. — See Hamm. on Matthew iii. 

Compare Luke i. 14. with Matt. iii. 4. and Mark 
1,6. 

"7 NG as Luke lit, 3, Ke. with Luke i, 76, 77. 
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tion, while they thought it was abſolutely 
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Paxr Ill. as this; in two impoſtors jointly embarked 
wa in the proſecution of one and the ſame de- 


ſign? The adapting of their characters to 


the prophecies in queſtion, was evidently 
a particular, which al impoſtors muſt 
have regarded, as of the utmoſt impor- 
_ tance to their future ſucceſs. It was like- 
wile a point in which the ſucceſs of Both 


was equally concerned, with this diffe- 


| rence only; that as the iſſue of the whole 


undertaking depended finally upon the re- 


ception, which TFeſus himſelf might be 


able to procure ; fo the failure of Jeſus, in 


this moſt important particular, would have 


been more ſollicitouſſy guarded againſt by 


all impoſtors, than that of John. So that 


had John and Jeſus been impoſtors, we 
may reſt fully ſatisfied, that Both of them 


| would have contrived the characters they 


aſſumed, in ſuch a manner as to anſwer 


the prophecies in queſtion ; or, had his 


been poſſible, Neither. And even could 


the nature of the caſe have permitted, that 
One of them might neglect this precau- 


ne- 


Jobn Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt. 
neceſſary for the Other to obſerve it; it P = 2 1 III. 
muſt certainly have been Fohhn, who was 


left at liberty to chooſe, inſtead of Feſiis. 
Tu conduct of Feſus therefore, in 
regard to this important particular; when 
conſidered, as the nature of the caſe ne- 
ceſſarily requires it ſnould be, in conjunc- 
tion with that of John; appears abſolutely 
irreconcileable with the ſuppoſition of their 
joint impoſture; and this inconſiſtency in 


their different characters, when viewed 


in its proper light, affords us another de- 
ciſive argument, that they could not or 
ſibly be deceivers. 

Bur might they not entertain hopes 
of ſucceeding. more univerſally, it may 
be ſaid, with a// ranks and orders among 
the Fewsz by means of thoſe contrary cha- 


raters, which they aſſumed ? The Jew- 


iſh people being divided, as it were, into 
ſeparate bodies; of which the leading ſects 
were very exact and rigorous in their ob- 
ſervance of all faſtings, and numberleſs 
external rites of religion; while the reſt 


| PR much leſs regard to theſe rigid inſti- 


Y tutions; 
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Par III. tutions; it may poſſibly be conceived, that 
CPE John and Jeſus purpoſely aſſumed thoſe 


oppoſite characters in which they appear- 


ed, in order the more effectually to ingra- 


tiate themſelves with a// ſects and perſua- 
ſions. Perhaps it may even be thought, 
that Jeſus himſelf ſeems to have betrayed 
ſome ſuch deſign, in this particular ex- 
clamation. Whereunto ſhall I Iiken this 


generation? It is like unto children fitting 
in the markets, and calling unto their fel. 
lows, and ſaying; we have piped unto 


you, and ye have not danced; we have 


mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented. 
E AHor John came neither eating, nor drink- 
ing, and they ſayhe hath a devil. The ſon 


of man came eating and drinking; and 


they ſay, behold a man gluttonous, and a 


 wwine-bibber, a friend of publicans, and ſin- 
ners: but wiſdom is juſtified of all her 


children. &. | TE 
Nov had this been their view, it will 


not be denied, that it muſt have been 


I TL. 5 intended part, to apply himſelf aſ- 


| fiduouſly 
he Matthew xi. 16 — 19. 
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2 ſiduouſly to gaining over the Phariſees, and Paz III. 


other powerful ſects, by means of his con- 
formity to their favourite ſuperſtitions : ; 
while Feſus was to win upon the people in 
general, by his neglect of ſuch rigid for- 
malities, and unreſerved condeſcenſion. 
In the mean time, it muſt have been a 
conſtant and principal part of the care 
of Both, to avoid every thing, that 
had the leaſt apparent tendency to inter- 
fere with, and OS ſucceſs of Each 
| Other. 
Does it then in fat appear, that Jeb 
did apply himſelf more eſpecially to pro- 
cure the favour and protection of the moſt 
powerful and rigid Sccis? Quite the con- 
trary. He had all the opportunity for at- 
tempting it he could ever hope for. He 
no ſooner began to preach and baptize, 
than the Phariſees and Saducees, ſtruck 
with the novelty of his appearance and 


Set. 2. 


manner, came in great numbers, with the 


reſt of the people, about him. Did he 
then receive theſe haughty gueſts with any 


peculiar marks of reverence and reſpect? 
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Did 
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Did he do, or even ſay any thing, on this 
wiſhed for occaſion, that might flatter 
their pride, and diſpoſe them to entertain 


a favourable opinion of him and his pre- 


tenſions ? 

ON the contrary, he began imme- 
diately to rebuke them, and even Them 
in particular, with the greateſt ſeverity, 
in the preſence of the whole multitude ; 
as it were declaring war againſt them, and 
openly ſetting them at defiance. Ther 
went out to him (John the Baptiſt) TJeru- 
ſalem, and all Judea, and all the region 
round about Jordan, and were baptized of 


bim in Jordan, confeſſing their fins. But 


oben he ſaw many of the PHARISEES and 
SADDUCEES come to his baptiſm, he ſaid 
unto THEM; O generation of wipers, who 
hath warned vou to flee from the wrath to 
come * Nothing could be more oppo- 
ſite, than this conduct, to the deſign juſt 


ſuppoſed ; nor was any thing elſe to be 


5 9 from it, but what actually hap- 


ods 


og Mather 7. 
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pened * that while the people, and the af 25 us 


publicans ſubmitted chearfully to his bap- Vo 
tiſm, the Phariſees and rulers almoſt uni- 
verſally rejected and oppoſed it. 

In the mean time, fo far was Jeſus 
from being cautious of giving offence to 
the leading ſects; that he might not ob- 
ſtrut the Baptiſt, in his endeavours to 
gain them; that He likewiſe ſeized every 


opportunity of expoſing even their pre- 


tended virtues, as well as apparent vices: 
and as his own conduct was in every re- 
ſpect diametrically oppoſite to theirs; ſo 


he was continually pointing them out 


to the people, as the proper objects of 


their averſion and contempt. Nor was 


this behaviour, either in John or Jeſus, 


the ſudden effect of unguarded paſſion, or 
ſurpriſe; but their cool, conſtant, and 
deliberate choice. So that, as nothing 
could be more inconſiſtent with that con- 
duct they would certainly have obſerved, 
had they agreed on their reſpective cha- 
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racters with the deſign juſt ſuggeſted; 

and as this deſign i is the only one capable 
of reconciling their characters to the ſup- 
poſition of any impoſture at all ; .we muſt 


neceſſarily confeſs, that the peculiar con- 


duct both of Jeſus and of Job *, when 


COnN- 


„Had the oppoſite characters and conduct of John 


and Jeſus, with regard to all the religious rites and cere- 


monies, which were obſerved by the different ſects of 
the Jews, been owing to any private agreement between 
them; as it muſt have been if they were deceivers ; 
this at leaſt we might certainly depend on, that Each 
would have taken care to prevent his own diſciples from 


publickly raiſing objections, on this account, to the 


Other, But, on the contrary, we find, that when Jeſus 
was dining with Levi, and a great number were preſent ; 
then came to him the diſciples of Fohn, faying, why do wwe 
and the phariſees faſt oft ; and thy diſciples faf! not? Matt. 
ix. 14. and from Mark ii. 18. it appears, that they join- 
ed with the Phariſees in raifing this particular objection 
to Jeſus's conduct. Whereas had Jeſus and John been 
aſſociates, it was impoſſible, that Either ſtiould have been 
ſo negligent of their common ſucceſs ; as to ſuffer his 


own diſciples, for want of proper information, to join 


with their common enemies in raiſing objections to the cre- 


dit of the Other. For there is not the leaſt room to ſup- 


poſe, that this might be an artful expedient deſigned to 


make the Phariſees better pleaſed with John; ſince we 
have ſeen, that the whole conduct of n as well as Jeſus, 


on every important occaſion, was ſuch as they knew 


would procure them the Phariſces utter n and aver- 


ſion. 


4 
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conſidered ſeparately in its own nature, PazT UT. 
Sect. 2. 

and jointly in their relation to each 

other; affords us one of the ſtrongeſt 

_ collateral proofs, we can poſſibly deſire, 

that They could not be engaged ir in the 


| proſecution of a deceit. 
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CE 
Paar Ill. HE only deſign John and Jeſus 


Fg nn of Could poflibly be engaged in, ſup- 


poſing there could be any plot in the caſe, 
was a deep laid deſign of counterfeiting 
the two laſt prophets the Jews ever ex- 
_ pected to behold: and one of whom 
_ eſpecially, was to be by far the moſt ac- 
compliſhed, in all prophetical endow- 
ments, of any they had ever ſeen. And 
had They really undertaken ſuch an at- 
tempt as this; nothing can be more ob- 

, vious, than that it would have been one 
conſtant, and chief obje& of their care ; 
not to foretell any thing, and, more eſpe- 
cially, any thing relating to Each Other ; 
by which their prophetical knowledge 
might poſſibly be brought into queſtion. 
Tris was manifeſtly a point of ſuch 
importance, as they could not but very 
carefully attend to, from the very firſt en- 
trance upon the execution of their deſign. 
If they were deſirous of ſeemin g to fore- 
— tell 


John Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt 


329 
tell any thing concerning Each Other, as Parr cory 


Sect. 
by divine inſpiration; in order the more JV 


effectually to ſupport the deluſion; they 


muſt firſt privately have agreed upon ſome 
particular actions, which the One could 


ſafely undertake to perform; and the 
Other might therefore ſecurely venture to 
foretell. To have hazarded any predic- 
tion, without this obvious. and neceſſary 
precaution; would have been contriving 
the ſureſt method of expoſing their want 
of all real inſpiration, and laying open 
their impoſture to the public view. 


SHOULD it appear then, that John ac- 


tually foretold of Jgſus, upon a very re- 
markable occaſion, and as an infallible to- 
ken whereby to diſtinguiſh him for the 

true Meſſiah; that Jeſus would introduce 
a certain moſt remarkable kind of religi- 
ous rite ; totally different from what John 
himſelf made uſe of for the ſame purpoſe: 
and ſhould it likewiſe be found, that Je- 
ſus, during his whole life, never ſo much 
as attempted to put in practice any ſuch 
| rite; ; nor ever alledged any reaſon for de- 
clining 
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- Clining it; nay, nor ever made the leaſt 


e e mention of it: this ſurely muſt be ac- 
knowledged as another convincing proof, 


that John and Jeſus could not be the | im- 


. poſtors ſuppoſed. 


WurN John made his firſt public ap- 
pearance in the country round about Jor- 
dan, preaching the baptiſm of repentance 


for the remiſſion of fins; the whole mul- 


titude, we find, came forth to be bap- 
tized of him, and to learn from him the 
means of ſalvation *. And +, at this 
time, as the people were in expectation, and 
all men muſed in their hearts of John, 


whether he were the Chriſt or not; John 
anſwered, ſaying unto them all ;—I indeed 
baptize | you with water; but one mightier 


than I cometh, the latchet of whoſe ſhoes I 


am not en to ere : HE SHALL BAP- 


TIZE 


_ Þ Matthew iii. 1, &. Mark i. 3, Kc. Luke iii. 2 
9 Like iii. 15, 16. Compare Matt iii. 11. Mark 
3-7, 8. And John i. 33. 
+ For the nature and end of John's Baptiſm, ſee 


Lightfoot, vol. ii, p. 121. &c. See alſo Macknight's, 
ſect. 14. note. | . 
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7125 vo WITH THE HoLy Gnosr Parr III. 
AND WITH FIRE. And ſoon after this 


prediction, when Jeſus was come to John, 
and like the reſt of the people had been 
baptized * by him; to prevent the poſ- 
ſibility of any doubt, about his being the 
perſon, whoſe inſtitution of this unheard 


of kind of baptiſm, John had particularly 


pointed out; in order that they might know 
Him by this ſign to be the true ſllgſiab; John 
bare witneſs of him, and cried, ſaying ; this 


was he, of whom I ſpake, he that cometh 


after me 1s preferred before me ; for he was 
before me +. 
_ © NoTHinG could be more remarkable, 
on its own account, than the particular 
kind of baptiſm here foretold ; nor could 
any occaſion be of greater importance, 
than that on which this prophecy was de- 
livered. John had juſt begun to baptize, 
in order to prepare the people for giving 


Jeſus's high pretenſions a more favourable 


reception ; when, contrary to his views, 


they 


Matthew iii. 1317. 
John i. 15. and i. 26—34. 
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they began already to imagine, that Join 


2 himſelf might be the Meſſiab. 


SUCH a perſuaſion, ſhould it have con- 
tinued, muſt unavoidably have broke in 
upon their plan, and prevented the ſuc- 


cCeſs of the whole deſign. Since John, who 
firſt ſetout as the Meſſiah's Forerunner, could 


not aſſume the character of the Męſiab 
himſelf; how willing ſoever the people 
might be to give it him; without effectu- 
ally proving himſelf an impoſtor, in fo 
barefaced a manner, as could not long eſ- 
cape the notice of any intelligent obſerver. 

IT was therefore of the utmoſt im- 
portance to prevent this opinion from gain- 
ing ground. And to ſhew how ſenſible 
John himſelf was of the neceſſity of doing 


it, in the moſt effectual method; we find 


him ſolemnly declaring to all that came to 


him; that though he did indeed baptize 


with water, he was not the Meſſiab; but 
that one mightier than him, who was indeed 
the Meſſiah, would very ſpeedily appear. 
At the ſame time, to give them the loweſt 
comparative opinion of his own charac- 

ter, 


Jobs Boptif and Jeſus Chriſt. 


tne; and the moſt exalted one of Jeſus ; he 5 III. 
Se © 


tells them, he himſelf was ſo far from being 
the Meſiab, that he was not even worthy 
to unlooſe the very latchet of his ſhoes. 
IT was impoſſible to ſet the ſuperior 
excellence and dignity of Jeſuss character 
above his own, in a ſtronger light. Yet leſt 
his own poſitive denial of the high office, 


they were, inclined to aſcribe to him, 
ſhould not be ſufficient to put an end to 


their doubts; he proceeds likewiſe to give 
them aj/ign, by which they might diſtin- 
guiſh the Metab, not from himſelf only, 
but from every pretender to his character; 
and by which they would ſhortly be con- 


vinced, that Jeſus was he. I indeed, fays 


he, baptize you with water ; a ceremony, 
which you yourſelves have long fince 
adopted, in the admiſſion of proſelytes 


into your own religion *: thereby declar- 


ing myſelf a real dhe commiſſioned 


from on high. But the Me/jah himſelf, 
when the proper time arrives, will bap- 
tize you in a manner totally different from 


all 
ce Lightfoot, ii. 121, . Lewis, Mk Heb, 
b. iv. ch. 2. 
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8 II. all that have gone before him; namely, 
LN with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire. 

THe only effect, which this remark- 
able prophecy could have, upon thoſe to 
whom it was delivered, was, to make 
them believe, that the true Mefiah would, 

at ſome time or- other, inſtitute ſuch a kind 
of baptiſm, as this prophecy plainly deſcrib- 
ed: and conſequently, to make them reject 
every pretender. to this charader, and Je- 
ſus among the reſt, if He ſhould not. And 
as this was the only poſſible effect it could be 

attended with, it muſt have been the only 
one, which John himſelf could wiſh, or 
intend it to have. 

Ir therefore John was an impoſtor, he 
could not have foretold this remarkable 
particular of his Aſpeciate, in the deceit 
ſuppoſed ; unleſs it had been before agreed 
on between them; and the manner, in 

which Jeſus was to perform it, had been 
already determined. And had John de- 
livered this prophecy in conſequence of 
ſuch a previous agreement, Jeſus could 
not afterwards have neglected to fulfill it, 
when 


Jobn Bapt. poi and Feſus brit. 


dent, this would have been purpoſely be- 
traying their plot, at their very entrance 
upon it. For how could John hope to 
maintain the reputation of a prophet, when 
Jeſus s conduct ſhould appear plainly to fal- 
ſify his moſt poſitive, and explicit predictions 


333 


when at length He appeared. It is evi- Face: hh 


Sec. 3. 
2 


concerning him? Or if John's eſtabliſhed _ 


credit ſhould, notwithſtanding, be able to 
keep its ground; what could poſſibly fave 
F. ſus from being rejected, as a cd 
impoſtor? 
Joux had not only aſſured the 3 
that the true Me e//tah would baptize, with 


the Holy Ghoſt and with fire; but like- 


wiſe, that Teſus was that very Meſſiah of 
whom he ſpoke. And yet Jeſus, from his 
firſt public appearance to his death, never 


ſignified ſo much as even an intention of 


introducing this new kind of baptiſm 
ae them *, Had the people reflected 


upon 


5 5 Pirkaps it way" not be gigs to obſerve, that 


the completion of this prophecy on the day of Pen- 
tecoſt, can be no objection, to what has been ſaid; 


fence 25 accompliſhment of it "_— not till after 
Ieſus's 
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Fear HI. upon this apparent contradiction, (and 


Sect. 3. 
WAY 


Aa, becauſe then they could har 


terpretations, many ages ſince it was delivered; but what 


what more likely to have happened ?) it 
would alone have been ſufficient to make 
them reject the pretenſions of Both to all di- 
vine inſpiration; if they had indeed been 


had 


Jeſus's death: whereas John's prophecy relating to it, was 


ſo expreſſed, and delivered on ſuch an occaſion, that 
he muſt think the people would underſtand him to mean, 


- a particular kind of baptiſm, which Jeſus would intro. 


duce during his life. Beſides, nothing can be more ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous, than it would be to ſuppoſe impoftors 
foretelling of one another, ſomething that they would do 
after their death; in order to promote the ſucceſs of their 
plots, while they were alive. 

Neither can it be any objection to the force of this 
argument, that the true meaning of the prophecy, itſelf is 
far from being ſo certain, as we would ſeem to make it. 
For, with regard to the preſent point, the queſtion is not, 
whether learned men have given the prophecy different in- 


ſenſe John himſelf muſt have believed the people would br 
derſtand it in, when he delivered it. This alone was what 
an impoſtor would have attended to, and could not but 
attend to; becauſe upon this muſt depend the future 
opinion of the people, whether it was really fulfilled or 


not. And the ſlighteſt conſideration of the prophecy it- 
ſelf, and the occaſion on which it was delivered, ſhews 
at once, that the Jews, who heard Job 

could not but underſtand it in that ſenſe,” 


n pronounce it, 


in which it has 
here been repreſented. As indeed, that this was 1 


true ſenſe, appears undeniably, from what Jeſus ſaid to 


his diſciples after his reſurreQion, Acts i. 4, 5. 


Yb Beh aud Je 2 Chr: 72 


had no means whatever of reconciling the ? : an III. 


prediction, to the want of its accom- 
pliſhment. 

UxL Ess therefore we can believe, that 

two impoſtors, who ſet out upon a joint 

undertaking; the very being and ſucceſs 

of which neceſſarily depended upon their 

mutually ſupporting the credit of Each 


ſuch a manner, as was evidently calculat- 
ed to deſtroy the credit of Both; this 
ſingle prophecy of the Baptiſts, when 
conſidered jointly with the conduct of 
FJeſus, muſt alone be ſufficient to ſhew, 
that John. and Jeſus could not "—_— be 
25 eivers. * 
Nor was this all. John not only 
"Mie plainly to foretell, that Jeſus would 


cind of baptiſm, which Jeſus, during his 
life on earth, never did; but he likewiſe 
expreſſed himſelf fo as to leave it highly 
probable, the people would underſtand 
him to mean, that Jeſus would not make 


„ abe of the ſame baptiſm, he himſelf 


2. had 


I 


Other; ſhould agree to begin their parts in 


inſtitute a neu, and very extraordinary 
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— — * III. had adopted; which notwithſtanding ui 
A fas ſoon after did. 


Wnurx John declared, in da to ikke 
the people fully ſenſible of the great dif- 
ference, they would perceiye, between the 
 Meffiahand Himſelf; that He indeed baptiz- 
ed them with water, but that the Meſiah 
would baptize them with the Zoly Ghoftand 
with fire; what more natural for John to 
think the people would conclude him to 
mean, than, that the Mefiah would not 
make uſe of baptiſm with water, for the 
admiſſion of his diſciples? This the turn 
and manner of the declaration itſelf, as 
well as the occaſion on which it was deli- 

vered, it is obWfous, ſeemed to render ex- 

tremely probable. Had John therefore 

been an impoſtor connected with Feſus ; 

and had it been agreed between them, that 
Jeſus ſhould nevertheleſs baptize with 

water too; it is utterly incredible, that 
Jobn could have omitted making expreſs 

mention of this particular ; that the people 
might not immediately judge him con- 
victed of having prophecied a lie ; when 
„„ ther 


John Bapti ip and Fefus Chriſt. 


as well as Himſelf. 
Had they been joint deceivers, inſtead 


of faying only what I did, John would 
certainly have declare 


SELF LIKEWISE WILL; but He will 


339 
they ſhould ſee Jeſas baptizing with water Pa 902 r III. 


3+ 


W 


- T indeed baptize 
you with water, AS THE MESSIAH HIM- 


MOREOVER Gaptize you with the Holy < 


Obo and with fire. For what opinion 
could John otherwiſe expect the people to 
form. of his own inſpiration; when they 


ſhould ſee Feſus sdiſciples, foon after, baptiz- 
ing the people with water, undertheimme- 


diate inſpection of their Maſter; and this 
even in greater numbers than John him- 


ſelf had done? After theſe things came 


Feſus and his diſciples into the land of Ju- 


dea, and there he tarried with them, and 


baptized. And preſently. we are inform- 


ed, that Jeſus made and baptized, there, 


more diſciples than John &. 


Tur indeed it is, that Fefres bimſelf did 
not ts but only his diſciples ; as the 


2 2 evan- 


* John 18 22. cd iv. I, 
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Part u. evangeliſt expreſsly ſays x. But this circum- 
Sect. 
ee ſtance could make no difference either as 


to his adopting this particular ceremony, for 
the admiſſion of his own diſciples; or 
the interpretation, which the people muſt 
naturally be expected to put upon it. It 
is plain, from the evangeliſt's manner of 
relating this, that he had no conception, 
that this circumſtance made any alteration 
in the caſe; for then he would have taken 
care to remark it. Nor is it leſs evident, 
that the Baptiſts own diſciples, and even 
the Baptiſt himſelf, confidered it in the 
fame light, as if Jeſus had performed the 
ceremony with his own hands. For, while 
| Feſus was baptizing in this manner, Johns 
diſciples came, and faid unto him +; 
| Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Yor- 
dan, to whom thou barg witneſs, behold, 
the fame. baptizeth, and all men come 10 
him. | 

Bur, had they looked upon it as a ag 
cumſtance, which made any difference in 
the caſe, that Jeſus himſelf did not actually 

5 | baptize, 


John iv. 2. I ldem. iii. 26. 


John Baprift and Feſus 2 2 


baptize, but only his diſciples; certainly they Pans III. 

SeR. 3. 
would not have failed to obſerve it, on this. 
occaſion, to their maſter. As, on the 


other hand, had this been an agreed par- 
ticular between Jeſus and John, in order 
to fave the credit of Johns divine inſpira- 


tion; Jobn would uo at leaſt have made | 


that uſe of it, for which it was contrived; 
by teaching his diſciples to reconcile his 
on predictions to Feſus's conduct; which 


was, ſeemingly, in every particular ſo con- 


tradictory to it. 
Ax now conſidering both theſe par- 
_ ticulars, as the nature of the caſe requires 


we ſhould, in one connected view ; firſt, 


that John expreſsly foretold, as the touch- 
ſtone of Jeſus's being the true Meſſiah ; 

chat Jeſus would adopt a new and very 
ſingular kind of baptiſm ; which however, 
from his firſt public appearance to his 
death, He never did, nor ever mentioned 
a deſign of doing it: and in the next 
place, that John expreſſed himſelf in ſuch 
a manner, as he could not but think, 


might very probably make the people un- 


1 : 9 - r 8 R 
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Pell III. derſtand him to mean, that Jeſus would 
PS not baptize with water; which, however, 


Jeſus preſently after did, even in a greater 
degree than Jobn himſelf had done: 
when ye confider all this, how is it poſfibla 
to believe John and Jeſus to have been 
conſpiring impoſtors ? 

Hap they been ſuch, John cogls not 
have foretold any part of Je Teſus's conduct, 
in order to convince the people, that He 
was the Męſiab; which Jeſus had not before 
agreed with him, for this very purpoſe, to 
perform. Nor could Jeſus, after ſuch an 
agreement, lay aſide the deſign of doing 
any thing, which he had before agreed, 
that John ſhould foretel ; without giving 
him timely notice of the alteration of his 
| deſigns, For though we have no autho- 

rity to believe, that the Jews did, in fact, 

ever object to the truth of their divine 
pretenſions, on account of this ſeeming 
contradiction, between Feſus's baptiſm, 
and Fohn's prophecy concerning it; yet 

was it, from the nature of the thing, fo 
extremely probable, that they would; and, 
Lo at 
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at all times, ſo very poſſible that they Paxr III. 
. | . 3. 
might; that no impoſtors can be ſup Ly 


poſed capable of deliberately expoſing 
themſelves, for no end whatever, to fo 
manifeſt a hazard of deteCtion. 
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SECTION IV. 


ERY ſoon after Joby had deli- 
vered the prophecy juſt conſider- 
ed, concerning the nature of Jeſuss bap- 
tiſm ; we meet with another very remark- 
able tranſaction, which will ſerve to throw 


ſtill greater light upon their true charac- 


ters, and the connection really n 8 


between them. 


'THEN cometh Jeſus Sint Galilee to Yor- 


dan, unto John, to be baptized of him. 


But Jobn forbad him, ſaying ; , have 


need to be baptized of thee, and comeſt 
thou to me? And Jeſus anſwering ſaid 


unto him, ſuffer it to be ſo now; for thus 


it becometh us to fulfill all righteouſneſs. 


Then he ſuffered him. And Teſus, when 
he was baptized, went up ſtraight way out 


F the water; and lo! the heavens were 


opened unto. him, and he ſaw the Spirit of 
God deſcending like a dove, and lighting 
upon him. And h ! a voice e from heaven, 

Saying, 


Jobn Baprifi and Jeſus Chriſt. 


am well pleaſed *. 
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IT will readily be acknowledged, that 


if John and Jeſus were joint deceivers, 


Jeſus's coming to deſire baptiſm of John, 


muſt have been an artifice firſt privately 


concerted between them. It is plainly 


incredible, that Jeſus ſhould apply pub- 
 licly to his Forerunner, on ſo particular an 
account; unleſs they had previouſly agreed 
upon this ſtep, for the ſake of ſome ad- 


vantages, which they hoped to. derive 


from it. * So that, upon the ſuppoſition 


of any impoſture, John muſt in reality 
have approved of Jeſuss requeſt; and 
his refuſal at firſt to baptize Jeſus; as if 
it were more proper that Jeſus ſhould 
baptize Him; could be nothing more than 
a well choſen expedient, to prevent the 
People from ſuſpecting any ſuch precon- 
certed agreement between them. _ 
 WrarT then could theſe propoſed ad- 
vantages be?A very little reflection upon the 


caſe will preſently convince us, that Jeſus's 


being 


. Matthew iii. 13—17. 
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* III. being baptized by John; conſidered only 
—— as to the nature of the thing itſelf; was a 


ſtep ſo far from being calculated to pro- 
mote the ſucceſs of their ſuppoſed impoſ- 
ture; that, if it ſhould have any effect at 
all upon the opinions of the people, it 
muſt neceſſarily tend to prevent it. 
Jon's baptiſm was plainly borrowed * 
from that, which the Jews made uſe of, 
in the admiſſion of heathen proſelytes to 


the profeſſion of Judaiſm : and Jobn made 


uſe of his, in a ſimilar manner, for the 


admiſſion of his diſciples into a ſtill purer 


profeſſion. This purpoſe, to which Aapriſm 
among the Jews had always been applied ; 
together with ſome traditions generally re- 
ceived, that they ſhould all be baprized, 
and purzfied, againſt the coming of the 
Meffah +; had naturally contributed to 

255 hs 


See note, p. 333. 


| The Jews, it ſeems had ROGER an opinion that 
they were all to be baptized; either by the Maſſtab 
himſelf, or ſome of his retinue; becauſe it is ſaid, 


Zach. xiii. 1. Is that day there fhall be a fountain opened 


to the houſe of David, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
or fin and for uncleanneſs. Macknight's Comm. ſect. 19, 
Not. on John i. 25. See Lightfoot on the place, ii. £22. 


John Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt. 
make the Jews conceive a very high opi- nr IH. | 
nion of the dignity and holineſs of any 5 
prophet, who was commiſſioned to bap- 
#2e : and conſequently to conclude, that 
there could not be /o great a degree of pu- 
rity and holineſs in thoſe, who themſelves 
ſtood in need of being baptized by him. 
This opinion muſt likewiſe have prevailed 

particularly with regard to all who ſhould 
come to be baptized of John; as his was 
profeſſedly no other than the baptiſm of 
repentance, for the remiſſion of fins ; and 
of which therefore, thoſe only who had 
actually finned, could be thou ught to ſtand 
in need. 

WHAT compariſon then muſt it ne- 
ceflarily have been expected the people 

would make, between the characters of 

Jobn and Feſus ; when they beheld Jeſus 
become a fuppliant for baptiſm to John? 
Was this a ſtep calculated to prevent that 
fatal miſtake, which the people had already 
fhewn themſelves ſo inclined to run into; 
that of regarding John inſtead of Yeſus 

as the true Meſſiah ? How could impoſtors 
expect 
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Om ſuperiority of John over Feſus, in point of 


holineſs and purity; which to them 


would appear ſo plain, by Feſus's ſubmit- 
ting to be baptized by John ; with Jobn's 


own declaration, fo lately made to them, 


that He was not worthy to do even the 


moſt menial offices about the perſon of 


Jeu? 


Courp He, who was ; unworthy even 
to undo the latchet of Teſus's ſhoes, be a 
perſon of ſo ſuperior a character, as $0 
make Jeſus deſirous of being baptized by 
him ? Which of theſe public declarations 


were the people to believe ; or rather, how 


could they give any credit to Him, who 
was the author of both ? Above all, how 


could They themſelves think it would prove 


a more eaſy taſk, to make the people be- 
lieve, that Jeſus was the true Meſſiah ; 


| ſhould they give them reaſon to think, that 
he ſtood in need of baptiſm from One, who 


profeſſedly baptized into * for 


te OO 9 ins? 


JonN's 


Jobn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt. 


Jonx's heſitating *, at firſt, to com- 


| oly with Teſus's MY could make no 


alteration in the requeſt itſelf ; nor remove 
ſo conſiderable a ſtumbling block out of 
their way. Nor was any other conſe- 
quence to be expected from this contri- 


vance, but that it would diſtract the opi- 


nions of the people very much about 
them ; and induce many, from this time, 
to conceive but: an inferior notion of Je- 


fass 


* It may here be worth while to obſerve, that if 
John's refu/al to baptize Jeſus upon his firſt requeſt, was 
purely a contrivance to prevent the Jews from ſuſpecting 
any deceit ;- as it 2 have been if John and Jeſus were 
deceivers; it ſhould ſeem, at leaſt, highly probable, 
that thoſe of Jeſuu's diſciples, who afterwards wrote hiſ- 
tories of his life and actions, would not have given us 
accounts of Jeſus's being baptized by John; without at 
the ſame time recording, this refuſal of the Baptiſt, at 
firſt, to comply with his deſire. If this artifice ſeemed 
of moment enough to be put in practice, nothing ſeems 
more natural, than that they ſhould all have thought 


proper to record it. Whereas it appears in fact, that 


tho' every one of the evangeliſts have related Jeſus's be- 
ing baptized by John ; which is by no means the caſe 


in ſeveral of their moſt important tranſactions; yet none 


but Matthew has made the leaſt mention of John's refu- 


ſal at firſt to do it. 


See Matthew iii. 13, 15, Mark i, 9,.— 11. Luke iii. 


21, 22, W 32 —34. 
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Paxy I III. ſus's character; and e the ſtrongeſt 5 
Bren e ſuſpicions of the veracity of John. 


SINCE then it muſt have occurred to 
Fohn and Jeſus; who could not be igno- 
rant of the moſt prevailing opinions of the 
whole people, that the ſtep now before 
us, was of ſuch a nature in :tfelf, as to 
threaten them with the moſt fatal influ- 
ence on their credit, inſtead of contribut- 
ing at all to its ſupport ; was there any ex- 
ternal reaſon, which might promiſe ſo 
much benefit to their deſign, as to induce 
them, notwithſtanding, to adopt it-? 


A TRADITION of the ſcribes, we are 


told *, prevailed univerſally, at this time; 
that Elias was not only to appear as the 
Meſfiah's Forerunner, and to preach con- 
cerning him; but alſo, that he was to 
baptize Him, in perſon, and make him 
known to the people. Perhaps then they 
might think, that the prevalence of this 
tradition laid them under a neceſlity of 
conforming to it; and that great credit 
would accrue to chem from exactly ful- 
filling 


* See Whitby on Matthew xi. 1 4. 


Jobn Baptiſt and Feſus Cbriſt. 
filling it. But plauſible as this objection 
may at firſt appear; their own conduct 
will ſufficiently prove it to be utterly 

oundleſs and falſe. 
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Hap John's baptizing Jeſus been a ſtep 


concerted between them with ſuch a de- 


fign; they would unqueſtionably have 


made his uſe of it, in ſupport of their 


particular pretenſions, when any fair op- 


portunity occurred, In particular, when- 
ever they thought proper to appeal to 7hzs 
tranſation at all; which, but for the fake 
of ſome ſuch tradition as that juſt men- 
tioned, they could never have agreed on; 
the fulfilling of that tradition muſt cer- 
tainly have been the chief point, of which 


they would have reminded the Jews. If 


they judged the fulfilling of this tradition 
ſo neceſſary to the ſucceſs of their plot; 
as, on this account, to do, what might 


otherwiſe have been attended with the 


moſt prejudicial effects to their cauſe ; it 
muſt be abſurd to ſuppoſe, they could ne- 
glect making that uſe of it, for which alone 
it was defigned, when it had been actually 


accompliſhed; ; VET 


ww. Lig EIT 4 3 . - 5 4 n * * 2 
Tr 2 —— 04 — — * — Dan — * — a 4 wy a THID = . 
' r * 2 „ Dr A — — 2” — 
o 77 Dr * Rn * Fe I ho gn FRO * - 
22 * U e MOVED 
8. 


& 4+ I 
5 
1 * 
17 
22 
{be 
ia 
+ 1-Y 
»s Þ * 
* 
N 
4 
14. 
1 
9 
* 
1 
13 
287 
15 
a 
29 
* *W 
« 4 
a 
1 A * 
1 . 
* 4 . 
ih 
„ 
1 7 
1 
11 * 
. 
j 0 +. 
f 2: 
| % 
{ . 1 
i F . 
7 "5 4 
AY 3 
f 
7 7 * 
1 
9 1 
1 * 
l 3 
1 . 
MEL 
BEN 
4 : 2 00 
7 © "I 
Mi . 
: 7 
as. | 
* 
11 
* A +4 
L. W 
. b 2; 
* 4 
1 1 
7 1 
Ls 
» &. a 
N ul 
4 - 
* a * 
K. 
4 
1 Y 
£ 8 
49 
"8 
WW 
25 b 
+ 
5% 
5 
41 * 
1 
7 l 
Y 
18 
t 
bh id 
N 
10 
WM 
2 
94 
Ke 
= "XS 
bb, 4 
i 
i 
” 1 
4 
FF 
KL! - 
\ a 
1 5 
7 
fo 
4 
: 8%} 
R. 5 
. 
3 
1 
1 
2 
et 
k 
»71 
3 
4 4 
1 
. 
1 
j £ 
þ 385 
$: 
B+ 
1 
171 199 
1 F 
: iS 5 * 
b = [MW 
1 2 © 


— — - 
— 4 2 — — — 
r — — 

22 r n 
o CS ea cons WE 2 Me hes 
2 «4 [ada 1 © 1 3 255 
— R 3 — 
— Es > W 
= - — * 4» 
Lane; r D 
— 1 ee ee . 
= 2 W 


— —U—ͤ4—2. 
Ll 


— 


on this occaſion. 


that there ſtood one among them, who 
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YET is there nothing more certain, 


— Pn that they muſt have done ſo; ſince, 


throughout all the goſpels, there is not the 
leaſt hint to be met with, either of the 
tradition itſelf, or of its accomph ſoment 


Very. ſoon after Jeſus had been thus 
baptized, we find John publicly bearing 


- witneſs to the truth of his divine preten- 


fions. This is he, of whom I ſpake, he 
that cometh after me 1s preferred before 
me, &c. Again, he gives the ſame 


| teſtimony, to the deputation of Phariſees, 


whom the rulers ſent purpoſely to enquire 


of him +, who He himſelf was? But on 


neither of theſe remarkable occaſions does 


he give them the leaſt hint of his having 


fulfilled any ſuch tradition; to ſtrengthen 


the authority of his own declarations. 


And though, in anſwer to their further 
enquiry; why be baptized then, fince he 
was neither the Chriſt, nor Elias, nor that 


Prophet? Fobn took occaſion to tell them, 


was. 


* fohni. 15,18, Idem i. 19,— 28. | 
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was ſo highly preferred before him: yet Parr Il. 
did he make no mention at all of his hav- Rp 
ing baptized Feſus ; and much leſs allege 
this tranſaction, as the accompliſhment of 
any received tradition, concerning the 5 
true Meſſiah, and his expected Fore- | I 
runner. | 8 1 | | 

Nax, when he once actually remind- 

ed the people of the tranſaction if; Þ 
not a word did he utter, concerning any : 
tradition, which by this means had been 
fulfilled. Jeſus himſelf likewiſe, - when, 
a long time after this, he put + the Jews 
in mind of the witneſs which John had 
borne to him; was as ſilent, with regard to 
the accompliſhment of this tradition, as 
Jobn had been before him. And even the 
evangeliſts; whoſe frequent. cuſtom it-is 
to inform us, that ſuch particular things 
came to paſs, in order that certain pro- . 
phecies might be fulfilled ; have neither 

of them made mention of any tradition 

as having been accompliſhed by this event. 

Aa „ 


* John i. 31 — 34. 


I John v. 3 — 38. 


354 


Pax r III. 


Sect. 4. 
92 


De Divine Miſſions of 


Fo the nature of this tranſaction 
then we muſt freely confeſs, that John 
and Jeſus could not be deceivers: be- 


cauſe otherwiſe we muſt maintain, that 


they agreed upon this ſtep without any hope 
or intention of procuring the leaſt benefit by 
it; at the ſame time, that they could not 
but expect, that it would diſtract and per- 
plex the people in general about their d:/- 
tinct pretenſions; which it was, above all 
things, their intereſt, to make them ex- 
actly comprehend ; and thus very great- 

ly obſtruct the ſucceſs of their whole plot. 
At leaſt there is but one poſſible way to 
avoid this concluſion. And that is by ſup- 


poſing, that the aſtoniſhing voice and ap- 


pearance, which was obſerved imme- 
diately after 7eſus was baptized, was no- 
thing more than the effect of Their ex- 
quiſite {kill and cunning: and that the 


whole affair was agreed on, merely for 


the fake of eſtabliſhing their credit, by this 
wonderful contrivance. And indeed could 
it be believed, that what happened on this 


occaſion, might _ be the effect of 


human 


> rn * — —— — 4 
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human contrivance ; no more were to be Naur II. 
ſaid. John might well baptize Teſus ; in — 
order to have an opportunity of impoſing 
upon the people, with ſo marvellous a de- 
ceit, if they could perform it ; however 
prejudicial to. their credit, ſuch a ſtep 
might have been, without it. 
Bur that this could not poſſibly be, is 
evident both from the conduct of Feſus, 
and the nature of the thing. | 
_ Hap They contrived and executed fo 
exquiſite a deception ; Jeſus would cer- 
tainly never after have appealed to Johns 
teſtimony in his favour, without making 
i particular mention of this iraculous ap- 
pearance, at the time, when he was bap- 
tized. He could not have reminded the 
Jews of John's anſwer to the Phariſees , 
ye ſent unto JOHN, and HE bare witneſs of 
me * , without appealing at the ſame time 
to the fact before us; ſo much more con- 
vincing, than every thing elſe, that John 
had ever witneſſed in his favour. He 
Aa 2 could 
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Pa mo III. could not have gone on appealing to his 
on works, becauſe they were * greater 


witneſs than that of JOAN, without at the 
| ſame time appealing to this miraculous 
appearance likewiſe ; which had been fo 
ſucceſsfully brought about, at the time 
when John had baptized him. 

As for the nature of the thing, we need 
only repeat what actuallycame topaſstode- 
termine upon it. Now when allthepeople were 
baptized, it came to paſs, that Jeſus being alſo 
baptized, and praying, the heaven was open- 
ed; and the Holy Ghoſt deſcended in a bodily © 
ſhape, like a dove, upon him. And a voice 
came from heaven, which ſaid, Thou art my 
beloved ſon, in thee Jam well pleaſed . It 
would be idle to go about to demonſtrate, 
that, if John and Jeſus were impoſtors, 
they could not have had the whole ſyſtem 
of nature at their diſpoſal ; could not 
have cauſed the ſky to open before a mul- 
titude, and ſomething viſible to deſcend 
from it; which after lighting gently on 
* "WS 


* John v. 36. 
+ Luke iu, 21, 22. 
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the head of Jeſus, remained * upon him; ran 8 
could not have cauſed a multitude to hear ww 

an articulate voice, coming as from heaven 
upon them. Theſe were effects evidently 
beyond the reach of human contrivance, 
ſuch as the moſt artful deceivers could ne- 
ver entertain the leaſt thought of accom- 
png g. | 
Nor to inſiſt therefore on the evi- 
dence, which the miracle 2t/elf affords; 
a conſideration entirely foreign to the de- 
ſign of this enquiry ; all the concluſion 
we would here draw from it, is, that no 
views of contriving ſuch a marvellous 
appearance as this, could be inſtrumental 
in cauſing John and Feſus to agree, that 
Fefus ſhould come to John, in this man- 
ner, and be baptized. Their own con- 
duct has likewiſe ſhewn, that they cer- 
tainly did not agree upon this ſtep, in or- 
der to fulfill any tradition, that prevailed 
at that time. And as to the natural ten- 
ws of the tranſaction itſelf ;. that, we 
„ have 
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Parr I. have ſeen, was ſo far from bein g likely to 


Sec. 4. 


WAYS encreaſe their credit, that they themſelves 


\ 


muſt have believed, if it had any effect at 
all, it would fill the minds of the people 
with doubts and ſuſpicions about them. 


So that as no reaſons whatever can be pro- 


duced, for their agreeing to act in this 


manner; conſiſtent with the point they 
had in view, if they were impoſtors *, 


_ 


After what has been ſuggeſted in this, and the pre- 
ceeding article, it muſt needs become in a very high de- 
gree improbable, that John and Jeſus could be impoſ- 


tors; on this fingle account only, that Jeſus baptized as 
WELL as John. For what elſe could impoſtors expect to 


follow, from Jeſus's baptizing the people, when they 
had already received the baptiſm of John; and after 


- Jeſus himſelf too had been baptized by him; but that 


it would unavoidably make the people believe, that Je- 
Jus himſelf regarded John's baptiſm, as of no value or 
importance: and beſides, by filling their minds with 
doubt and perplexity at ſo unuſual a conduct, be a great 


means of preventing them from ever becoming hearty 
friends to their cauſe. Deceivers could expect nothing 


elſe, by this means, but to weaken very greatly the au- 
thority they had hitherto required; and at all events to 
obſtruct the ſucceſs of their joint deſigns, And accord- 


ingly thus it happened. For ſoon after Jeſus began to 
baptize the people in Judea, (John iii. 22.) while John 


was doing the ſame at Enon, near to Salim; (23, )—T here 


| aroſe a queſtion, between ſame of John's diſciples, and the 


Jews, 


. 
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and, at the ſame time, many obvious and 7 _ -—— 


important conſiderations occur, which — 
A a 4 muſt 
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Jeaus, about purifying. (Ibid 25. \ That is, in other 
words, when the Jews ſaw Jeſus baptizing as well as 
John; he whom John had himſelf baptized, now tak- 
ing upon him to rebaptize the diſciples of John; and 
this too without any oppoſition from him ; unable to ac- 
count for ſo unuſual a conduct, any other way, they 
objected to John's particular followers ; that if Jeſus was 
empowered to do this, They muſt no longer pretend, 
that the bapti/m of their own Maſter was of any uſe or 
importance. (See Macknight's Comm. ſect. 21.) That 
this would be the eonſequence of their Both baptizing, i in 
the manner they now did, was ſo obvious, that it is incre- 
dible any ſuch impoſtors could have agreed to do ſo. 
But even could this be thought poſſible; it muſt at leaſt 
be allowed, that they would have taken care to furniſh 
their own immediate fo/howwers, with ſuch an anſwer to 
this obvious and material objection; as might enable 
Them, at any time, to ſilence the ſcruples of the people 
about it, If they could not do this, they would have 
laid aſide the deſign. But even this too they certainly 
did not do; for John's diſciples, it appears, were un- 
able to give an anſwer to the objection; and came to 
their maſter complaining, Rabbi, he thatywas with thee 
beyond Jordan, to whom thou bareſt witneſs, behold, the 
fame baptixeth, and all men come unto him. —Thus re- 
markably does every particular in the conduct of John 
and Jeſus contribute to prove, that they could not poſli- 
bly be deceivers. 
What has here been obſerved will likewiſe ſerve to *. 
luſtrate very greatly the truth of the concluſion eſtabliſhed 


in the firſt ſection of this Part; from the n, 
that 
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The Divine M; ions of 8 


Parr III. muſt have nd them from it; it muſt 


Sect. 4. 


33 be confeſſed, that Jeſuss coming to John, 


and being baptized by him, in the man- 
ner he was, is indeed a very ſtrong colla- 
teral proof, that LP could not be de- 


ceivers. 


that John never attempted to 1 any miraculous | 


Works. The only ſuppoſition capable of being there 


made, tho? at the ſame time it proved abſolutely ground- 
leſs, to reconcile that fact with the exiſtence of an im- 


poſture, was, that John might refrain from working 
wonders, for fear of diſtracting the judgment of the 


people between Jeſus and Himſelf. But now, when we 
ſee that John baptized Feſus, and yet Jeſas rebaptized 
the diſciples of John; a practice which, it was obvious, 

could not fail to fill the minds of the people with doubts 


and perplexity about them; this fact alone is ſufficient 


to convince us, it could not have been agreed between 
them, that John ſhould deprive himſelf of ſo great an 
advantage, as that of working wonders, upon my eue 


account. 


8 EC- 
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SECTION V. 


HEN John had now continued Paar III. 
to ſhew himſelf to the people, NL 
for ſome ſpace of time, and very ſoon af- 
ter his baptizing Jeſus, in the manner we 
have juſt now ſeen; ſuch an opportunity 
offered itſelf to him, of making known 
his divine pretenſions to the very chief of 
the people; and preparing the way for 
| Jeſus, who was now juſt beginning to ap- 
_ pear; as, had they been joint deceivers, 
Jobn muſt have been extremely deſirous 
to obtain. | | : 
The Jews * ſent Prieſts and Levites from 
Feruſalem ; to Bethabara beyond Jordan, 
where John was then baptizing ; 7o aſe 
him, who art thou? And it will be well 
worth our while to obſerve how he con- * 
ducted himſelf upon this critical occaſion. 
And be confeſſed, and denied not, but con- 
feſſed I am not the Chriſt. And they aſked 
1 what then ? Art thou Elias? ? And he 
aitbß, 


* John i. 19 28. 
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Tone "4 - ſaith, I am not. Art thou that Prophet? 
wry and he anſwered, no. Then ſaid they unto 
him, who art thou? that we may give an 
anſwer to them that ſent us. What ſayeſt 
thou of ᷑hyſelf? He ſaid, I am the voice f 
one crying in the wilderneſs, make ſtraight 
the way of the Lord; as ſaid the prophet 
| Baia. And they, which were ſent, were 
of the Phariſees. And they aſked him, and 
ſaid unto bim; why baptizeſt thou then; if 
thou be not that Chriſt, nor Elias, neither 
that Prophet? Yobn anſwered them, ſay- 
ing; I baptize with water: but there 
flandeth One among you, whom ye know not ; 
he it is, who, coming after me, is preferred 
before me; whoſe ſhoes latchet J am nat 
worthy to unlogje. 
- Wren it is conſidered, | who thoſe per- 
ſons were, with whom we find John, on 
» this occaſion, engaged; it will readily be 
- ſeen, in what manner an impoſtor, in his 
circumitances, muſt have behaved. In- 
ſtead of being caſually. applied to by ſome 
of the multitude ; he was now addreſſed 
by deputies ſent r from the rulers 
them- 
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| themſelves : : and theſe too not indiſcrimi- Par II. 


nately appointed, but Prie/ts and Levites; 
men of knowledge and {kill in all ſacred 
matters; and in fine, men of the moſt re- 
puted and ſkilful ſect, Phariſees. Inſtead 
of being aſked for his inſtruction in an 
eaſy point of ſpiritual advice; the queſ- 
tion, to which they required an imme- 
diate and categorical anſwer, was no leſs 


than this; what particular divine charac- 


ter he pretended to aſſume ? 
QuksTIONRED upon ſo important a 
point, by thoſe who were beſt able to 
judge of the truth of his pretenſions, and 
would certainly examine them with the 
utmoſt rigour ; by thoſe likewiſe, who 
were capable of being his moſt ſerviceable 
friends ; but otherwiſe were ſure to be his 
moſt potent and inveterate enemies; in 
what manner muſt John, if an impoſtor, 
have replied to their demands ? To give 
no determinate anſwer to ſuch an embaſly, 
after having taken upon him to baptize 


the people, and utter prophecies; would 


have been betraying the cauſe he was em- 


a 


barked 5 


+) 


w_ 
19, 
s f 19 
i 414 
Ft 21 
: * 
Bi 
bl 4 
\ i. 
„ 
93133 
„ 
- | 1 
4 
q "1 
„ 
1 
7 ©_ 
f } 
1 1 
119 
Fr” 
1 1 * = 
« ! i 
F, 0 
BSE! 
Kr 5 { PSY 
i * a, 
1 WE 
Ws - } 
6 14 
1115 
1 Y 
R * 4%. an 
i 
1 
t $1 
i 5:4 
N . 
9 
{1 S | 
: 7 
4 : 0 : 
1 „ 
99 
. 1 + 
- L 
Þ 7 
1 * 7 
a9 K+ 
1 
1 
p 1 
i 3. 
1 "WM; 
14 13 
2 1 2 
: $ Z 8 
4 32 0 
i 0 
ti ; I 
TH 7 4 
13 1 
15 RF 
1 19 
IF 4, "BE 
1 1 
It 9 N 1 
« + 
= * 
11 1 * 
1 z 
} . 
* 1 
„ 2 
1 N 
l » ©. \ 
1. 
q BY 
5 © 
14. = 
3 4 * 
"1 *S. 
. * N K* 
1 1 
N ; MP - 
4 p : 
\ 
b - 
F- 1) 
+ 4 
n 1 CY; % 
1 * 
1 2-4 
TY B 
1 » 
11. $ 41 
1 11 
: 5 98 
LE - 
KY ; 
* . 
11. 1 
at N 
5 4, 
* * 
* 1 
4 
* $4 
9 1 g 
; 4 7 
T o 4 1 * 
[4 „ 1 * 
by 7 * 
1 ; r 
4 , 
i 7 "ME 
ow 1 17 
* * 
' I FORT F 
4 "1: 
% 6 23 
' | 4 SE pl 
! „ o 
* 1 1 * T 
„„. 
3 bs 22 
mu * 
© 
1 
i 
. 4 
| 
: 


364. The Divine Miſſions of 


P ont III. barked in, and a. tacit confeſſion of his 
GIS deceit. He muſt therefore have declared, 
| wane divine character he took upon him. 
H would likewiſe have employed all 
his art and ingenuity, not in enumerating 
only, but in illuſtrating all thoſe. proofs 
he had been able to deviſe, for the foun- 
dation of his pretenſions ; and in urging 
them to the beſt advantage. And as he 
very well knew, that theſe deputies from 
the Phariſees came prepoſſeſſed againſt 
him; if he was able to allege any cir- 
cumſtances, likely to remove their perſo- 
nal prejudices, he could not have ne- 
glected to throw in 7heſe likewiſe; in or- 
der to induce them to examine the proofs, 
on which he reſted his claim to inſpiration, 
with more candor and impartiality than 
he could otherwiſe expect. This attack 
was what he muſt have looked for, from 
the beginning; and therefore have been 
long provided with his anſwer. And the 
opportunity it afforded him, to try what 
could be done with the chief pries and 
prongs! if not to deceive, at leaſt to 
pu zzle 
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puzzle and confound them; was what he 2 III. 
would by no means have neglected. 8 
Tus, had John been a deceiver, when 
he received this embaſſy from the rulers, 
his firſt care would naturally have been, 
to turn the ſacred profeſſion of the meſ- 
ſengers themſelves, as well as thoſe who 
ſent them, to his own advantage; by 
making them conceive of Himſeſf with 
more reſpect than before. To this end he 
would have reminded them, that He too 
was by birthright a prieſt of the God of 
Iſrael, as well as themſelves ; and the ſon, 
of no leſs honourable a prieſt, than Za- 
charias; who muſt yet have been well re- 
membered among them; and who had 
lived and died with the reputation of un- 
blemiſhed virtue and integrity. 
TEN he would have recounted to 
them at large, all thoſe aſtoniſhing events, 
that had happened to his Parents; or at 
| leaſt were by many believed to have hap- 
pened to them; from Zacharias loſs of 
ſpeech in the temple, to his recovery of | 
it again, at the time of his own circum- | 
| ciſion. 


# 
F 
1 

* 
* 


— 


e ITY — 
4 3 eee 7 
= bu 6. AF, nn * 2 9 8 — 5 
. ˙ es apr = 1% 


The Divine Miſſions of 


3 HI. cifion. And he would have referred 


them, to the neighbourhood. where Za- 
 charias had lived, and where all theſe 
things had been noiſed abroad at the very 
time, for a full confirmation of the truth 
of all he advanced. Aboveall, he would 
certainly have given them a very particu- 
lar account, both of the Angels, and his 
Father's prophecy, concerning Himſelf, 
as theſe predictions were the ſole founda- 
tion of whatever he might pretend to; 
and very minutely pointed out hat parti- 
cular character, in which he now 4 
peared. 

Soc would certainly 1 been thi 
anſwer of John to the Prieſts and Levites, 
had he been a deceiver. But Jobn it ap- 
pears adopted a quite contrary part. He 
declined making uſe of even thoſe fair 
and obvious means in his power, to re- 
move, or at leaſt leſſen their prejudices 
againſt him. He choſe to ſuppreſs ; for 


on this occaſion it was impoſſible for him 


to forget; all thoſe marvellous events, 


n were believed to have accompanied 
| is 
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his conception and birth; and which, if = III. 


he was a deceiver, muſt have been the 


only, and long laid foundation of all his 


© By 


preſent attempts. Nay he not only re- 


fuſed to allege Zachariass and the An- 


gels prophecies in his own behalf; but 


even anſwered the meſſengers in ſuch a 
manner, as he knew might be interpreted 


by the phariſees, and indeed by any one, 


to be contradictory to them. 


Tu angel, it had been publicly af- 


firmed, had foretold to Zacharias, that 
John * ſhould go before the Lord, in the 
ſhirit and power of Elias. But when the 


meſſengers put the queſtion to John him- 


ſelf, art thou Elias? What anſwer did 
Jobn give? He ſaid, I am not. 


Now it is true indeed the Jews in ge- 


neral expected, that Elias Þ+ the Tiſbbite, 
himſelf; he, who had been fo diſtin- 
guiſhed a prophet among them, above 
eight hundred years before ; was to be the 


identical perſon, who would appear again 
EN to 


* Luke i. 17. : 
1 See Whitby on Matthew xi. 14 Lightfoot, f ii. 522. 


183, 209. and i i. 522. Pocock on Micah iv. 5. 
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5 ITT to uſher in the Maſiab. And 8 


hb, as the meſſengers, by their queſtion, . 
meant to aſk. John, whether he was that 
very Elias; Jobn, fince he knew their 
meaning, might very truly declare, he was 
not. But for this very reaſon, fince the 
Jews in general expected Elias himſelf to 
come again; and not any other perſon,” in 
a character /imil/ar to his; it was plain, that 
all who had ever heard of the revelations 
given out at John's birth, might have un- 
derſtood them as ſpoken immediately of 
Elias himſelf; and conſequently, might 
conſider Jobns anſwer, upon this occa- 
ſion, as directly contradictory to them. 
And even ſuch as had never heard of the 
Angel's prophecy to Zacharias, might 
probably conſider this anſwer as a plain de- 
claration from John himſelf, that the of- 


| fice of Elias belonged not to Him. Nor 


was it poſſible for John himſelf to have 
been ignorant of this, or not aware 5 
„„ | . | 
Ce it then be 1 that an im- 


poſtor, claim to this very character 
and 
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and office, would have given an embaſſy 8 THE. 
of the phariſecs ſuch an anſwer as this, — 
to an enquiry which ſtruck directly at the 
very foundation of all his claims? Or 
could the ſame deceiver, who muſt have 
been ſo extremely deſirous to be like 
Elias, in his whole appearance and con- 
duct, as even to imitate him in the parti- 
cularity of his dreſs * itſelf; could He ſend 
the prieſts back with ſuch an anſwer to the 
rulers, as he well knew would appear to 
them, to be an utter diſclaiming of all con- : 
nection with the character and office of 
Elias? 
IX was the eſtabliſhed opinion, that 
: Elias muſt firſt come. If therefore John 
was only a deceiver, his intention muſt 
| have been, either to paſs for that very 
Elias, whom the whole nation through 
miſtake expected; or he muſt have de- 
ſigned to convince the] ews, that they 
miſunderſtood the prophecies concerning 
Elias; and that He himſelf, though not 
that very Elias, whom they expected, 
e 1 and 


* See note, p. 318. 
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Pany n. and aſked him after; was in fact the very 

JS, perſon foretold under his name. Any pre- 
tender to the character of Elias was under 
an abſolute neceſſity of adopting one, or 
the other, of theſe plans. 

Ir he plainly denied himſelf to be the 
perſon, whom they all expected; and at the 
ſame time made uſe of no endeavours to 
convince them, that they expected a perſon, 
who really was not to appear; it is evident 

he did not try to procute himſelf the leaſt 
chance for ſucceſs. The only conſequence 
of this conduct could be no other than 
this; that his preſent pretenſions, as well 
as all that had been before publiſhed about 
him, would be regarded as the ele of 
attifice and impoſture. 
rs ſeeming to them to deny himſelf Z 
to be either of thoſe perſons, whom the 
Jews expected to appear, before the com- 
ing of the Meſiab himſelf; joined to his 
5 giving them but a very ſhort account of 
what he really pretended to be; could 
not but contribute very greatly to prevent 
both * . and the people from be- 
lieving 


Jobn Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt. 
lieving in him, as the Me Mab's Forerun- 
ner; and conſequently, totally prevent his 
teſtimony from inducing them to receive 


Yeſus in the character of the Meſtiab himſelf. 


_ View the thing in whatever light we 
can; is it not utterly incredible, that a 
counterfeit of the Meſfiab's Forerunner 
ſhould not profit himſelf of the univerſal 
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WAS 


perſuaſion ; by pretending to be that very 


Elias, whom the whole Jewiſh people 


was already diſpoſed to acknowledge and 


believe? That he ſhould refuſe to apply 


ſo important a prepoſſeſſion to the fur- 


therance of his own impoſture, which 
was abſolutely grounded upon it, is on all 


conſiderations clearly incredible : but cer- 
tainly, not to conform in this point, to 


the univerſal belief and expectation ; and 


yet, at the ſame time, to uſe no means 
whatever to remove it; would have been 
a conduct ſo apparently abſurd in an im- 
poſtor, as we cannot heſitate to pronounce, 
no impoſtor could purſue *. 

BD 2 How- 


* Atthe fame time it is certain, that John's denying 
himſelf to be Eliat, on this occaſion, is perfectly con- 
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Te Divine Miſſions f 


HowEvER, for a moment let us ne- 


— / gle this conſideration, and turn to a par- 


ticular: in the conduct of Jeſus, which re- 
lates immediately t to this of * 


WIAT- 


gdtent with his true neat, if he \ was ky the divine 
Forerunner of the Meſſiah. That the Baptiſt, ou being 
aſked if he was Elias, ſhould have anſwered in the ne- 
 .gative, needs not to be thought ſtrange ; if the perſons, 
who put the queſtion to him, believed, that Elias, he 
Ti/ſbbite, was coming perſonally from heaven to uſher 
in the Meſſiah, For tho' the name of Elias did truly be- 
long to 70h; Malachi having called him thereby; he 
was not the perſon whom the people expected, and the 
priefis meant, when they aſced him, art thou Elias?” 
Macknight's Comm. ſe&. 18. note. | 
His meaning therefore is only this; I am not that 
Elias in perſon, whom you expect, nor am I ſuch a pro- 
phet, as in the days of the Meſſiah, you expact to riſe 
from the dead.“ Whitby on Matthew xi. 14. from 
Pocock, vol i. p. 193. It is plain therefore, that if 
Jobn had anſwered, he was Elias; he muſt likewiſe 
have taken pains to ſhew the prieſts, that they were miſ- 
taken in their notions of that Elias, who was to come. 
But to attempt convincing the Sanhedrim, that hey 
were miſtaken in their notions of zhat prophet, whom 
they ſent to aſk him, whether He was; was what the 
true Forerunner of the Meſſiah, might well know 
would be fruitleſs and vain. He therefore referred this 
depuration of the prieſts, and thro' them the whole San- 
- hedrim, from whom they came, to /a:ah, for a true 
account of his Office ; and left them to the honeft uſe of 
thoſe lights they were poſſeſſed of, to determine Who 


he was. | 


Jobs Bapti fp and Feſus Obrift. 


WHATEVER character John publicly fg. 5 1 
aſſumed, or denied ; this at leaſt is cer- = 


tain, that if Jeſus and He were joint de- 
ceivers; and we have ſeen long ago, that 
they muſt have been confederates, or no 
impoſtors at all; Jeſus could never ſpeak 
of John's peculiar divine character, in 
ſuch a manner, as he knew would, in 
all probability, be interpreted, to be di- 
realy contradifory to what John had faid 
of himſelf. John's ' denying himſelf to 
be Elias in the manner he did, was a par- 
ticular of ſuch conſequence, as he could 
not have determined to put in practice, 
without Teſus's knowledge and conſent. 
When therefore John had declared, that 
he was not Elias; had they been impoſ- 
tors, Jeſus could not afterwards have af- 
firmed, that he was. Yet is, it appears, 
Jeſus actually did. 

Jonx, as we have juſt ſeen, declared 
to the prieſts, without any particular ex- 
planation of his meaning, that he was 
not Elias: and adding only, that he was 
the voice of one crying in the wilderneſs, 


B b 3 as 
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Pa 2 II. as ſaid the prophet Eſzias ; left them to 
2 determine further about him, by them- 


ſelves. But ſometime after this, upon 
occaſion of Te efus's receiving from him a 
very remarkable meſſage, by two of his 


diſciples; Jeſus took the opportunity to 


deſcant very minutely upon the real cha- 


racter of John. And after having af- 
firmed, that among all, who were born of 


women, there had not ariſen a greater pro- 


Phet than John the Baptiſt ; he cloſed his 
remarkable account of him, with this 
moſt emphatical declaration : And, if ye 
oil] recerve it, this is ELIAS, WHICH WAS 

FOR TO COME. He that bath ears to bear, 


et him hear * 


Neri could be more emphatical, 
than this declaration ; nor, according to 


the notion, which the people entertained 


of Elias, could any aſſertion ſeem more 


contradictory, to what John had ſaid of 


himſelf, True indeed it is, that John 


was not that Elias, 'about whom he was 


queſtioned ; and equally true, that he 


was 
Matthew xi. 14, 19. 


Jon Bapti ft and Jeſus cb. 


was that Elias, who was for to come. 80 
that there was no real inconſiſtency be- 


tween what Jeſus ſaid of Jahn, and what 


He had before ſaid of himſelf. But to the 
people, John and Feſus were well appriz- 
ed, that in this there muſt appear a plain 


contradiction, ſo long as they retained 


their preſent opinion of Elias. Nor could 
they therefore, if impoſtors, have aſſerted 
any thing of ſo much conſequence, in 
terms, which they knew, might be thought 
contradictory to each other; without at 
the ſame time uſing ſuch arguments, as 
they muſt have prepared for this very 
purpoſe, to convince the Jews, that hey 
had taken up a falſe opinion of that Elias, 


who was indeed to come before the arrival 


of the Meffiah. 

For what cauld they expect the people 
wauld think ; if they ſhould think at all 
upon the matter; concerning two preten- 


ders to divine inſpiration and authority ; 


who ſeemed to them plainly to contradi@ 
each- other; and this too, in a point of 


no leſs importance, than the very nature 
ba of 


375 
Paz III. 


ect. 5. 
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P 22 I. of Fe prophetic character, which One 
of them aſſumed; and upon the reality 


of which, his evidence, in favour of the 


Other, depended ? However this ſeeming. 
- contradiction did, in fact, paſs unobſerved ; 


in the nature of the thing itſelf, it was very 
highly improbable, that both prieſts and 
people ſhould all overlook it. Nor can 


any ſuppoſition be much more incredible, 


than this; that two the moſt ſubtil pre- 
tenders to divine inſpiration, ſhould deli= 
berately reſolve to run the hazard of ſuch 
a ſeeming material contradiction; and, 
for no end whatever, furniſh every one 
with ſo ſtriking an argument for mY 
them, as convicted impoſtors. 

In ſhort, John, who replied to the em- 
baſſy of the prieſts in ſuch a manner, as, 
he knew, would appear to them to be a 


refuſal of any of thoſe characters, in ſome 


one of which, he likewiſe knew, the whole 


nation expected the Meftab's Forerunner 


to appear; and yet did not ſo much as in- 
timate to them, that they themſelves had 


formed any erroneous ex pectations about 


him; 


John Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt. 
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him; could not be the crafty aſſociate of a = oy III. 
counterfeit Mæſſiab. Nor could Jeſus, who 8 


expreſsly attributed ſuch a title to John, 


as he knew might appear a plain contra- 


diction to the teſtimony, that John had 
already given of himſelf; be a pretended 


Maſſiab, acting in concert with John; who 


was to prepare his way before him, hy aſ- 
ſuming the part of his Forerunner X. 


* Beſides what has been ſaid, to ſhew, that if Jobs 
and Fe/us had been impoſtors, the One could not have 


| refuſed the character of Elias, nor the Other have after- 


wards attributed it to him; without, at the ſame time, 
entering into a particular explanation of the exact cha- 
racter, which they meant by hat name: it is well worth 
our notice, that eſus's manner of ſpeaking, on this oc- 
caſion; “and, if "ye will receive it, this is Elias, which 
was for to come ;” plainly ſhews, that he thought the 
people would not believe John was the true Elias; and 


yet at the ſame time we find, that he took no pains to con- 


vince them that he really was. What could be more op- 
poſite than this to the neceſſary conduct of an impoſtor * 
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SECTION VI. 


3 8 O inconteſtable does the divine in- 
WV ſpiration of John and Jeſus appear, 
that there is ſcarce a word or action re- 
corded of the Former; which, upon a 
cloſer inſpection, will not furniſh us with 
ſome ſtrong collateral proof of the inte- 
grity of Both ; by multiplyin g the abſurdi- 
ties, that muſt follow, from ſuppoſing 

them to have been impoſtors. 

Tart next day; after the prieſts and 
levites had been ſent by the Sanhedrim, 
to enquire of John, who he was; Jahn 

Teeth Feſus coming unto him, and ſaith; 
behold the Lamp of Gad, which taketh 
away the fin of the world u. And again, 
the next day after, John flood, and two of 
bis diſeiples; and looking upon Jeſus, as 
be walked, he faith-; behold the Lams of | 
God . 

Now had John and Fe ſus been decei- 
vers, it is evident, all ſuch remarkable 

decla- 


john i. 29. | OE Ibid. 35, 36. 
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declarations of Either, concerning the pe- 1 
culiar divine character and office of the Cw 
Other, muſt have been firſt ſecretly agreed 
on between them ; with a view of pro- 
moting their reception, in thoſe particu- 
lar characters, which they thought fit to 
aſcribe, in this manner, to Each Other. 

And this obſervation is the more particu- 
larly applicable to the inſtance before us ; 
becauſe the very peculiar character here 
given to Jeſus, by his aſſociate, made no 
part of any of hee divine revelations, 
which were given out, as having pre- 
ceeded, and accompanied his birth. So 
that, as none of Zhoſe prophecies were at 
all concerned in the caſe, which they 
might think themſelves under a neceſſity 

to fulfill; it muſt have been merely the 
benefits they expected to ariſe, from pub- 
licly giving Jeſus this very remarkable ap- 
pellation, that could induce them to agree 
todo it. ; | 
Is it poſſible on, 9 5 + Jeb s unex- 
pected and repeated declaration, of this 
new part of Jeſuss character, now before 
us, 


— —ä——— — — 
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Parr Fs us, could be agreed on between them, 
—— from the hopes of any advantages to be 


derived from it? Could it be thought ca- 
pable of inclining the Jews to receive Je- 
ſus the more readily for the true Meſſiab? 
The character here aſcribed to Feſus, that 
of the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
ſin of the world; evidently and directly al- 
luded to the daily ſacrifices offered up in 
the temple at Jeruſalem, for the whole 
people; as well as the reſt of the fin-of- 
ferings appointed in the Jewiſh law *. In 
all which the death of the victim was re- 
preſented as the means, by which the /in 
of thoſe, for whom it was offered, as 
taken away : for, in the Jewiſh law, with- 
out ſhedding . blead there was no remiſ- 
fon f. 
Ir therefore any notice ſhould be taken 
of this remarkable character, aſcribed by 
the Baptiſt to Jeſus; which, from its no- 
velty it was highly probable there would; 
| as 
* See Lightfoot and Whitby on the place, Lewis's 


Heb. Antiq. b. iv. ch. 4. and 6. 
+ Epiſtle to the Hebrews ix. 22. 
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as John's repetition « of it plainly ſhewed, Farr IM. 
he was very deſirous there might; it was. 
impoſſible, for the Jews to put any other 
interpretation upon it, than his; that Fe- 
Jus was one day to be publicly put to death, 
as an atonement for the ſins of all. 
Bor was this ſuch an account of the de- 
ſign of Jeſuss coming into the world, as 
an impoſtor could imagine, would make 
the Jews more ready to receive him, for 
their long promiſed Mefiah? Or even, 
was this ſuch a cataſtrophe, as would cor- 
reſpond with the received interpretation of 
thoſe prophecies, that had been given out 
concerning Jeſus, at the time of his birth ? 
In particular, could Feſus imagine, that 
the Jews would confider this as an accom- 
pliſhment of that prediction; that he 
ſhould free them from all their enemies, 
and fit on the throne of his father David? 
The contrary is too notorious to N of 
queſtion. 
How then was it poſlible, that « falſe 
Forerunner of a pretended Meſſiah, could 
ſet himſelf to inculcate into the people, 


fuch 


— — — — — 
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: ſuch an opinion concerning his Aſſociate's 


— real character and deſigns, as was alane 


15 


ſufficient, ſhould they believe it, to make 
them immediately reject him? Or what 


| could be more oppolite to every conceiv- 
able deſign, an impoſtor could entertain; 
and conſequently, what more impoſſible 
for an impoſtor to do; than to take pains 


to make the people believe, that the very 
motive and deſign of all his actions was, 70 


praocure himſelf to be put to death? This 


ſurely, if any thing could be fo, muſt have 
been impoſſible ; and therefore, neither 


Fon, who aſcribed his character and of- 
fice to Jeſus; nor Jeſus, whoſe reception 
and ſucceſs it ſo immediately concerned; 


could poſſibly be a deceiver. 


SEC- 


Yobn Baptiſt and Jeſus Chrift 
SECTION VII. 


HE evangeliſts have not expreſsly 


informed us, how long Jobn con- ron 
tinued preaching in public, and baptiz- : 


ing the people. But thus much is cer- 
tain, that the purity of his doctrine, and 
the ſanctity of his life, had procured him 
the higheſt eſteem and veneration ; as 
well with Herod himſelf, as the whole 
people, while he was ſtill n con- 
verſant with them. 

WHAT opinion Herod had of his in- 
tegrity, and how great an influence Jahn 
had over him, we learn from the evange- 
liſt Mark ; who has not ſcrupled to aſſert, 
that Herod feared Yohn, knowing that be 
vas a juſt man, and an holy; and obſerved 
bim; and when he heard him, he did many 
things, and heard him gladly *. No ftron- 
ger proof can be deſired, of that great ve- 
neration which Herod had conceived of 
: nie 


Mark vi. 20. 


Part III. 
Sect. 7. 
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Paar III. him, than his being pleaſed with, nd : 
Sect. 7 
e 3 liſtening to, the advice of One in a ſta- 


tion of life ſo very far below him, as Ma ” 


Bapti/}t. 
Axp how univerſal his authority was 
with the people, is evident from the con- 


duct of the prieſts; who, ſome time after 
his death, were afraid the people would 


have ſtoned them, ſhould they venture to 
fay he was an impoſtor *. Toſephus like- 
wiſe makes honourable mention + of him, 
as one who taught the people the neceſ- 
ſity of virtue and true holineſs; and adds, 
that his influence over them was ſo great, 
that Herod himſelf was fearful of him, 


leſt he ſhould excite a revolt; and there- 
fore confined him. 


 PosstssED of ſuch credit both with 


the prince and the people, what conduct 


would the ſecret Aſociate of a pretended 


Meſſiah, at this time, have purſued ? 
Feſus, who aſſumed the character of the 
Maſſiah himſelf, had not appeared fo long 


on 


* Luke xx. 6. 
+ See note, p. 36, 37. 


Jobn Baptift and Feſus Chrifl, 38s 
en the public ſtage : his credit remained Parr III. 
| : | | Sect. 7. 
yet to be eſtabliſhed ; and upon his ſu 
ceſs, at laſt, muſt the event of their joint 
undertaking unavoidably depend. The 
crafty Forerunner therefore would nov, 
more than ever, have employed all his art, 
to keep that influence he had already ac- 
quired ; at once, cunningly inſtilling into 
the people ſuch notions as were beſt cal- 
culated to ſerve his ſecret deſigns; and * 
practicing every artifice upon Herod to 
preſerve his protection and kindneſs unin- 
terrupted. The more popular he was, 
the more cautious he would certainly 
have been of incurring Herod's jealouſy, 
or diſpleaſure ; for fear of blaſting at once 
all their preconcerted deſigns, when they 
were, at length, in ſo fair a way for 
ſucceſs. 
BuT how e to all this was the 
N of Jobn the Baptiſt. At this cri- 
tical point of time, in this peculiar ſitua- 
tion; when both his own, and his Confe- 
derates's intereſt, abſolutely required him 
to act in the manner juſt deſcribed ; he 
| Cc even 
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even n proceeded to reprove Herod himfelf, 


jonas LAG for the wickedneſs of his life ; and charg- 


ed him with the unlawfulneſs of his moſt 
darling pleaſures, in fo particular an in- 
ſtance ; his marriage with Herodias &, his 
brother Philip's wife; that he could ex- 
pet nothing leſs in return, from Herod's 
violence of temper, and Herodzas's influ- 
ence; than impriſonment and death. And 
accordingly we find, that Herod imme- 
diately impriſoned John, on account of 
Herodias; as well as, according to Foſe- 
phus, for fear he might attempt to bring 
on a revolt: and Herodias, as it was natu- 
ral to expect ſhe would, ſoon after accom- 
pliſhed his death. | 
AN impoſtor, in John's particular ſitua- 
tion, could not but have reflected, at the 
firſt thought of ſo dangerous a ſtep, as that 
which occaſioned Jobn's death; that it 
was not his own immediate aſſiſtance 
only, of which his Aſociate would be de- 
prived, by his deſtruction ; though this 
alone would have been ſufficient to pre- 
vent 


* Mark vi. 3 18, 19. 
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vent him from adopting it. But he would hs III. 
beſides have conſidered, that his own im- 
priſonment and death, would probably 
ſtrike ſuch a panic into the people; how- 
ever zealous they had before been in his 

favour; as would reſtrain them from liſ- 
tening afterwards to Jeſus ; or paying the 
fame regard, they might otherwiſe have 
done, to his pretenſions. 
Nax nothing was more probable, than 
.that John's public miniſtry being put to 
ſo ignominious an end, would even de- 
ſtroy that good opinion of John himſelf, 
which they had hitherto entertained ; and 
induce them to believe, that notwith- 
ſtanding his fair outſide, he could be no 
better than an impoſtor. For by what ar- 
guments could John think it was poſſible, 
that the Jews could perſuade themſelves, 
he was really ſent to be the divine Fore- 
runner of this triumphant Meſſiah ; when 
they ſhould have ſeen him ſeized, by 
- Herod's order, 3 and put to 


death? 


Cc 2 BESIůDE 


388 
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BEsipE therefore Johns regard to his 
own ſucceſs, his liberty, and even his life 
itſelf; which no impoſtor can be thought 
defirous of expoſing to certain deftruc- 
tion, for no reaſon : his connection with 
Feſus ; if they were deceivers; and the 
neceſſary dependance of Both upon the 
mutual ſucceſs and aſſiſtance of Each 
Other ; muſt unqueſtionably have reſtrain- 
ed John from provoking, at this time, the 
inveterate hatred of Herodias; and draw- 
ing on himſelf Herod's violent ſuſpicion 
and diſpleaſure. So that the remarkable 
behaviour of John, in this important par- 


ticular, and at ſo critical a conjuncture *; 


_ affords. 


Here we cannot but take notice of a very remarkable 
particular in Jeſus's conduct, which is cloſely connected 


with what has juſt been conſidered in John's. No ſooner 
was Jeſus informed, that Herod had thrown John into 


priſon; than He quitted Judea, and went into Gallilee. 


(See Matthew iv. 12. to the end; and Mark i. 14. to 
the end:) and traverſing it all over; as well that part 
of it, which was under Herod's juriſdiction, as that un- 
der Philip's ; (Matthew iv, 23. Mark i. 39.) he there be- 
gan firſt to preach continually to the people; elected ſeve- 
ral of his diſciples toaccompany him wherever he went ; 
performed the moſt aſtoniſhing works; and drew the at- 
tention of the whole country upon him. But had Ju and 

the 
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affords us one of the ſtrongeſt preſumptive Pan 8 
proofs imaginable, that neither He nor 


Feſuis could poſſibly be deceivers. 


the Baptiſt been aſſociate impoſtors, nothing ſeems more 
improbable, than that Je ſhould fingle out his parti- 
cular time; and the dominions of that particular prince, 
who had but juſt then impriſoned his partner in the 
| ſame wicked impoſture ; in order there firſt to make try- 
al of all his devices; procure more affociates; and, at- 
tended by them, to draw the multitude about with him, 
from all parts of the country. In an impoſtor, this 
would have been voluntarily ſeeking the ſame fate, that 
his forerunner had but juſt experienced; and in reality 
provoking Herod to put an end, at once, to all their 
Joint machinations. But this is what no impoſtor whatever 
can be ſuppoſed defirous to have done. 


Cc 3 SEC- 


390 


Pax r III. 
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SECTION VIII. 


O ſooner was John caſt into pri- 
ſon, than Jeſus began to preach in 
a more public, and ſolemn manner than 
before. Very ſoon after this, he ſelected 
his twelve diſciples, to accompany him 
wherever he went; and excited the atten- 
tion of the whole people, by healing all 
diſeaſes, and even raiſing the dead to 
life. | ST. | | 
Wren bchold, after ſome time ſpent 
in theſe employments, he was addreſſed, 
before all the people, by a deputation from 
John. For the diſcipies of Fohn ſhewed 
bim all theſe things ; having acceſs to him 
in priſon, where he was ill confined. And 


John calling unto bim two of his diſciples, 


ſent them unto Jeſus, ſaying; art Thou he 


. that ſhould come, or look we for another? 
When the men were come unto him, they 
ſaid; John Baptiſi hath ſent us to thee, 
ſaying, art Thou be that ſhould come, or look 
doe for another? And in that ſame hour He 


cured 


Jobn Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſ?. 


and of evil ſpirits, and unto many that were 


blind he gave fight. Then Teſus anſwer- 


ing faid unto them; go your way, and tell 


 Fobn, what things ye have ſeen and heard : 
how that the blind ſee, the Iame walk, the 
| depers are cleanſed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raiſed, to the poor the goſpel is 
preached. And bleſſed is he, . ſhall 
not be offended in me *. 

HERE we muſt again recollect, that if 
John and Yeſus were impoſtors, Neither of 
them could take any public ſtep, that 
might at all affect the credit of the Other, 
unleſs it had been before agreed on be- 

tween them. Nor could they even agree 
to put in practice any contrivance of this 
nature, but ſuch as they thought would 


394 


cured many of their infirmities and plagues, Parr III. 


ect. 8. 
ee 


ſerve to impoſe upon the people more ef- 


fectually, and eſtabliſh their an more 
| firmly than before. 
HRE therefore the 1 imme- 


diately preſents itſelf; whether, if Jahn 


and Be eſus had been deceivers, this moſt. 


Cc 4 extra- 


Luke vii. 18 — 23. 
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P — extraordinary meſſage from the Baptif to 
ect. 8, 
WS Jeſus, could poſſibly be agreed on be- 


| tween them, from any hopes of its pro- 


moting the authority of Either ? If, on 
the contrary, the obvious, natural, and 
only poſſible effect of it muſt have been, 
exciting the people to call in queſtion the 


veracity of Both; this unexpected meſſage 


will furniſh us with another convincing 
argument of the truth of Feſus's divine 
character, as well as that of his Pore- 
runner. | 
CovurLD it lid be the reputation of 
Jeſus, which they were in hopes of ad- 
vancing, by means of this public deputa- 
tion from John? Nothing can be more 
certain, than that the only probable effect 
of this contrivance ; ſhould it have any 


effect at all; muſt have been, to under- 
mine, in ſtead of eftabliſhing and encrea- 


ſing, whatever degree of credit Feſus had 


yet been able to acquire. John, we know, 


was at this time, in poſſeſſion of an eſta- 


bliſhed and univerſal authority. Though 
the people had not agreed upon any particu- 


lar 


John Baptiſt and Yeſus Chrit. 3903 
lar divine character to aſcribe to him; all ParT III. 
were thoroughly convinced that his cha- ga 


rater was really divine; all believed him 
to be a prophet ; and held him in the 
higheſt eſteem and veneration. 

Tus perſuaded of John's divine cha- 
rafter, as both Jeſus and he well knew the 
people were ; what influence muſt They 
themſelves expect it would have upon the 
general opinion of Jeſus, ſhould the people 
find John ſending his own diſciples, pur- 
poſely to declare, as it were, in public, that 
John himſelf was not ſatisfied of the truth 
of Jeſus's divine pretenſions ? It is ob- 
_ vious, that as far as John's authority could 
influence the opinion of the people, this 
ſtep could only ſerve to prevent any one 
from becoming a diſciple of Jeſus, who 
was not ſo already and to bring his aſ- 
ſumed character into ſuſpicion, even with 
thoſe, who were. | Is 

Was it poſſible then for this contri- 
vance to have been agreed on, with a 
view to encreaſe the credit of John him- 
ſelf? So far from it, that they muſt cer- 
=: tainly 
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PagT I.. tainly have expected, it would be attended 
— with at leaſt as fatal an influence upon his 


own reputation, as that of Jeſus. John had 
before publicly borne ſuch poſitive and re- 
peated teſtimony, to Jeſus's divine nature, 
and particular charafer ; that thoſe of 
the dulleſt apprehenſions might be ex- 
pected to condemn him at once, for an 
evident and moſt barefaced impoſtor ; 
ſhould he now, after all, begin to pro- 
feſs himſelf, in the leaſt, doubtful about 
him. 

He it was, who from the beginning 
had declared, that he law was given by 
Moſes ; but grace and truth came by Tesus 
CHRIST *. He it was, who had long be- 
fore cried out, more than once; Behold 
the LAMB of God, whichtakethaway the fin of 
the world. This is HE of whom I ſaid, after me 
cometh a man, which is preferred before me; 
for he was before me. And I knew him not 
but that he ſhould be made manifeſt io Tjrael : 
therefore am I come baptizing with water. 
And fobn bare record, ſaying ; T ſaw the 

Spirit 


John i. 17. 


Yobn Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt. 
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Spi rit deſcending from heaven like a dove, Pan III. 


ect. 8, 


and it abode upon him. And TI knew bim 


of : but he that ſent me to baptize with 
water, the ſame ſaid unto me; upon whom 
thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit deſcending, and re- 
maining on him, THE SAME 7S HE Who bap- 
 tizeth with the Holy Ghoſt. And T ſaw 


and bare record, that This is the Son of : 


God +, And he that believeth on the Son 
hath everlaſting life ; and he that believeth 
not the Son, ſhall not ſee life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him . 

AFTER ſuch peremptory and repeated 
declarations as theſe; which, if true, place 
Feſus's divine miſſion and character be- 
yond doubt ; but, if falſe, muſt have been 
falſchoods, which John, at the very time 
of declaring them, knew to be ſuch ; af- 
ter all theſe - declarations, what opinion 
| muſt he now have expected the Jews 
would form of his own integrity ; when, 
after all, they ſhould find him publicly 
declaring himſelf unſatisfied of the truth 
of Je Jus s pretenſions? And in no other 

ſenſe 


a John i. 29 — 34. + Idem. iii. 36. 
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P. _ 94 ſenſe whatever could they be expected to 

A interpret the queſtion before us; thus 

publicly put to Jeſus, in John O name, 
and by h:s own diſciples. Jobn Baptiſt 
| bath ſent us to thee, ſaying; art Thou he 
that ſhould come, or hook we . an- 

other ? | | 

ThE only concluſion the waer could 
be expected to draw, from the ſtrong ap- 
pearance of a contradiction of ſo enn 
a nature; in one, who had fo often pre- 
tended to pronounce Jeſus's divine cha- 
„ _ racer, by actual inſpiration; was evi- 
dently this: That John himſelf had 
| hitherto deluded them by his ſpecious 
pretences ; and that He, and whoever was 
connected with him, muſt be an errant im- 
poſtor. This was ſo obvious a conſe- 
quence of the meſſage before us, ſhould 

it be taken notice of at all; and ſhould it 
not, it could certainly do them no good; 
that it muſt have occurred to every one, 
and more eſpecially to two fo artful de- 
ceivers, upon the firſt propoſal of ſuch 

RP. | 

Tos = 


|} 


Jobs Bahr 7 and Fe ofus Chrift. 397 


I is therefore utterly incredible they F. __ III. 
could agree together beforehand, that NS 
Jobn ſhould ſend a deputation to Fe ofus, 
with ſuch a meſſage as This. Let us in- 
vent as many ſecret cauſes as we are able, 
to account for it; none can ever make it 
poſſible to have been the contrivance of 
two pretenders to divine inſpiration ; af- 
ter that public and remarkable teſtimony, 
which Jeſus had already ſo often received 
from John. After that, the manifeſt and 
dire& tendency of it could be no other, 
than to blaſt effectually the an of 
Both. +226 o | 
Nay, could we even hit on any de- 
vice, that might ſeem to anſwer the pur- 
poſe, it would not be allowable to urge 
it: becauſe Jeſuss conduct, on this oc- 
_ caſion, clearly ſhews, that, if he was an 
impoſtor, he himſelf knew of none. 
_ Hap they themſelves provided any 
cunning expedient for this end; Yeſus 
would certainly have made uſe of it, im- 
mediately after he had given his anſwer 
to the meſſage itſelf; to prevent the people 
ES | from 


398 
Parr III. 
Sect. 8. 


De Divine Miſſioms of. 
from drawing from it the moſt natural 
concluſions, to the utter diſcredit both of 
Fobn and Himſelf. No ſooner would John's 
diſciples have left him, to return to their 
maſter ; than we ſhould have found Feſus 
artfully preventing thoſe ſuſpicions, that 


muſt otherwiſe be expected to ſpring up, 


in the minds of many, who had heard 
the meſſage delivered; by inſinuating ſome 


_ plauſible pretence, to account for John's 


ſending his diſciples, at this time, to make 
fo ftrange an enquiry. 

Bur Jeſus, on the contrary, alleged 
nothing of this kind. And though the 


doubting meſſage, which the people had 


| juſt heard, could have no other effect, 


than to make them conclude, that John 
was certainly unable to point out the rue 


Meſſiah, ſhould he actually appear; Feſus 


took this opportunity, while the ſound of 


| 3 meſſage was ſcarce out of their ears, 


to aſſert, that John was THAT VERY meſ- 
SR who was 70 go before the Meſſiah's 


: | Face, to prepare his way before him; and, 


if they 1 receive ey be was ELlas, 
| 7 which 


Fohn Baptift and Feſus Chriſt, 399 
which was for to come. Adding, to cloſe Paxr III. 
the whole with the greateſt ſolemnity ; A 
be that hath ears to hear, let him hear *, 

Wuar concluſion now muſt we be 
forced to draw, from a conduct, on both 
ſides, in every reſpect ſo unaccountable 
as this? If indeed Jeſus was the true Meſ- 
fab, and John his real Forerunner; all 
this is very poſſible to have come to paſs. 

They, who were accompliſhing the eter- | 
nal counſels of God, by fulfilling a variety 
of explicit prophecies; in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to afford mankind the moſt ample 
proof of their divine miffions ; and yet ſo as 
to leave them to their own voluntary and 
free conviction ; it is to be expected, muſt 
have conducted themſelves, on ſeyeral oc- 
caſions, in a manner not eaſily to be ac- 
cCounted for, by beings like ourſelves ; 
utterly unable to comprehend the whole 
nature of ſuch amazing diſpenſations. 
Bur if They were mere human impoſ- 
tors; who could act upon no other views 
than thoſe of human cunning only; we 


Matthew xi. 10, 14, 15. 
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rar Il II. may be bold to aſſert, that John could not 


gat this time have ſent ſuch a meſſage to 


Jeſus; nor Jeſus have behaved thus to the 
people, upon receiving it, if he had. They 


themſelves muſt have thought, that his 


would have been no leſs than provoꝶing the 
people to reject cher. as undoubted im- 
poſtors. | 

How REvRR, Saas this _—_ —_ 


: not be agreed on between John and Jeſus, 


with any view to promote their joint cre- 
dit, and conceal their deceit; it may be 
aſked. perhaps, might not Jabn ſend it 
with a contrary deſign? John had now 
been impriſoned ſome time, and there 


appeared no proſpect of his releaſe. It 
may . poflibly be thought he began. at 
length to be diſguſted with an undertak- 


ing, which had been the means of bring- 
ing him into ſuch a dilemma; and could 


afford no, hopes of extricating him from 


it. That, in conſequence of this, he 
had reſolved to obtain what he could for 


| himſelf, by betraying | that plot, in which 


he had luccerded. ſo ill: and ſent his diſ- : 


ciples 


Fohn Baptiſt and Feſus Chriſt. 40T 
ciples to deliver this ſuſpicious meſſage to Pane * 
Jeſus, before the whole multitude; in www 
hopes of deſtroying Jeſus's credit, by 
means of his own more eſtabliſhed au- 
thority. Th th 

Ox at leaſt, it may in general be ſup- 
pakes, that he did it out of reſentment, 
owing to ſome miſunderſtanding, that had 
ariſen between them. And ſurely it is very 
far from impoſſible, it may be faid, for 
impoſtors to betray themſelves, by their 
. with each other. 

Bur had John been at length deſirous 
to obtain his own enlargement, and what 
other advantages he ale, by betraying | 
ſo iniquitous. an impoſture ;- inſtead of 
taking ſuch a method as bis, to open the 

eyes of the people; he would certainly 

have diſcovered the whole plot, at once, to 
Herod himſelf; from whom every favour, 
he could hope for, muſt be emen 
derived. _ 

| From. the beginning He had borne . 
withela to Jeſus, as the true Me Mab, in ſo 


remarkable : a manner; that by what means 


D d 15 ſo- 


\ 
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me nr. weer Tefus ſhould be convicted of im- 
8 poſture; Fohn could not poſſibly eſcape 
the ſame condemnation. It was therefore 
impoſſible for Him, to be deſirous of lead- 
ing the people themſelves to convict Je- 
fus, without bis appearing at all volun- 
tarily concerned in betraying him; for 
this evident reaſon ; that He could then 
have had no merit to plead in the diſco- 
very; nor any thing to expect from it, but 
that condign puniſhment, which was due 
to him for his -own ſhare in the plot. 
Had Jobs therefore been deſirous to be- 
tray Jeſus, Herod himſelf was the only 
perſon to whom he would have applied; 
and to him he would have plainly con- 
feſſed the whole plan of their impoſture z 
in hopes of obtaining his ewn pardon, at 
leaſt, if not ſome reward. 1 
Ax thus, this remarkable meſſage 
from the Baptiſt to Jeſus; which, becauſe 
the motive, that really occaſioned it, does 
not appear; may at firſt, perhaps; be con- 
ceived as ſome ſmall objection to their 
_ credit ; approves itſelf, upon a cloſer in- 
ſpection, 


John Baptiſt and Jeſus brit. 403 
ſpection, in every light it can be viewed; Pare IE 
one of the moſt ſarisfattory, circumſtantial . 
proofs, of the integrity and divine charac- 
ter of them Both, which tlie goſpels afford. 

And whether we can point out thoſe pars 

_ ticular motives , which actually induced 
the true Elias, to ſend his diſciples, with 
ſuch an enquiry, to the true Meſſiah, is an 

| enquiry of no real importance at all; 
however it might gratify our curioſity to be 
able to ſolve the queſtion. Since, in the 

- meantime, it appears abundantly plain, that 
no ſuch meſſage could on any account have 
been ſent from John to Jeſus, had they in 
_—_— been no better than een, | 


| ® The chief cauſes which have been aſſigned, as what Y 
might probably induce the Baptiſt to fend his diſciples 
to Je/ur with this enquiry, may be ſeen, in Jortin's dif.” 
. courſes concerning the Ch. Rel. ch. 5. on John the Bap- 

tft. —Macknight's Comm. to his Harmony, ſect. 42. 
Whitby, and Lightfoot, on Matthew xi. 3. 
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De Divine Miffons "of 


SECTION IX. 


OT long before Feſus's public mi- 
niſtry, and his life, were put an end 
to together, he made a ſolemn entry into 
Feruſalem, attended by great multitudes, 
and amidſt the general acclamations of the 
people *; in ſo much that all the city was 
moved, ſaying, who is this ? And going- 
the next day into.the temple, he took upon 
him, 70 caſt out them that ſold and bought 
in the temple; and overthrew the tables of 
the money-changers, and the ſeats of them 
that fold doves : and ſaid unto them, it is 
written, my houſe ſhall be called the houſe of 
prayer, but ye have made it a den of 
thieves +. It would have been wonderful 
indeed if the rulers had not taken umbrage 
at his preſuming to do this. And it came 
ro paſs, that on one of thoſe days, as he taught 
the people in the temple, and preached the 
goſpel ; the chief prieſts, and ſcribes, came 
8 


Matthew ch. 21. Mark xi. Ls John i 
+ Matthew xxi. 12, 13. 


authority I do theſs things * : The baptiſm 


fore us will ſerve greatly to illuſtrate the 


ſaid unto them, T will alſo aſt you one thing, 


 woby then believed ye him not ? But and if 


prophet. And they anſwered, that they could 
not tell whence it was. And Jeſus ſaid unto 


Fohn Baptift and Jaſus Chi. 405 
upon him, with the elders, and ſpake unto Panr Ul, 
him, ſaying ; tell us by what authority dbeſt . 
thou theſe things? Or who is he, that gave 
thee this authority? And he anſwered, and 
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and anſwer me; and I will tell you by what 


of JoHN, was it from heaven, or of men? 
And they reaſoned with themſelves, ſaying, 
F we ſhall ſay from heaven, be will ſay, 


we ſay, of men; all the people will flone 
us; for they be perſuaded that John was a 


them, neither tell T you, by what authority | 
T do theſe things F. 


TRE remarkable ys now be- 


integrity both of John, and of Zeſus ; by 
furniſhing us with another ſtrong argu- 
ment to ſhew, that the various teſtimo- _ 
nies s of the Former, to the divine charac- 


Dd 3 ter 


* Mark xi. 29. 
I Luke xx. 1,— 8. 


The Divine Miffions of 


Paxr III. ter of the Fader could not have ac 
Sect. 9 
GIS from any ſecret impoſture concerted be- 


tween them ; and conſequently, that no 
ſuch impoſture could exiſt. - 
WnxũxrN Yeſus took upon him to prohi- 
bit all that trafficking in the courts of the 
temple, which the prieſts and rulers had 
long permitted to be carried on there; 
the leaſt he could expect was, that they 
would ſoon come to enquire of him, by 
 whatauthorityhe pretended to do this, and 
from whom he derived it? For this was aſ- 
fuming a power, which none, who werenot 
commiſſioned from God himſelf, or au- 
thoriſed by Them, had any right to exer- 
ciſe. It was openly invading their par- 
ticular province, and ſtriking at their whole 
authority, even in the face of the people. 
Whatever then might be the chief de- 
ſign of Fe ofus 1 in driving the traders out of 
the temple, in this authoritative method ; 
fince it was, in a manner, certain, that the 
Sanhedrim would at leaſt ſend him a de- 
putation to make this enquiry, in conſe- 
quence of it; Ye Jus, if be was an im- 
| | poſtor, 


Jobn Baptist and Jaſus Chrift. 


poſtor, muſt have determined what an- ear III. 


fwer to give them, before he put his de- 
ſign in execution. 
THE nature of the caſe will likewiſe 


inform us, in what manner an impoſtor, 
in Jeſuss ſituation, muſt have determined 


to anſwer them. He had now been a 
| long time trying to gain credit to his di- 
vine pretenſions, and had at length made 
a kind of public entry into the city, amidſt 
the general acclamations of the people. 
And with them he was now in ſo high 
eſteem; that though the chief prieſis, and 
the ſcribes, and the chief of the people, 
ſought to deſtroy him; they could not find 


407 


9. 
os” 


what they might do; for all the Pro px 


were very attentive to hear him *. 

Bor as the chief prieſts, and rulers, 
were a very formidable body, and all 
ſtill oppoſed him; ſhould he not be able 
to make good his claims, when publicly 
_ Challenged, in heir name, to vindicate 
them; he had good reaſon to expect, that 
| 1 degrees the good will of the people 


Da! 4 3 alſo 


be Luke xix. 47, 48. 
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Parr 11. alſo would be alienated from him. As, 


Se. 9. 


on the other hand, the more advantage- 


ouſly he could ſupport his divine autho- 


rity, in this particular encounter; the 
more immoveably he was ſure to attach 
the people in general to his intereſts; and 
the more likely to gain over even ſome of 
the rulers themſelves, if that were pn 
ſible, to favour his cauſe. 
Tunus circumſtanced, Jeſus, if an im- 

poſtor, could not have wiſhed for a more 
deſireable event, than to have the chief 


prieſts, and ſcribes, and elders, come pu- 


blicly to demand of him, by what autho- 
rity he pretended to do, what he had 
done ? Nay, if he was an impoſtor, we 
may now ſee, that the bringing about his 
public enquiry into his divine commiſſion, 
muſt have been the very defign he had in 
view; in exerciſing that unexpected au- 
thority, which upon this occalion he al- 

ſumed. 

' Hap he body a decciver "TRI he 
would eagerly have ſeized this deſireable 
opportunity, of his own immediate con- 

nates f j 


John Baptift and Jeſus Chriſt. 
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triving ; to have enlarged upon every cir- Paar III. 


cumſtance that could be alleged, in ſup- 


port of his divine authority. He would 


have related particularly, all thoſe aſtoniſh- 
ing revelations, and other wonderful cir- 
cumſtances, which had accompanied his 

conception and birth. He would have re- 
minded them, on how many occaſions 
the blind had, by h:s operation, received 
their ſight; the lame walked; the lepers 
been cleanſed; the deaf been made to 
hear; and even the dead themſelves been 
raiſed up. And in particular, had he been 
an impoſtor in confederacy with John; 
he would have urged to them, in the hear- 


ing of the people; who were all zealous 


_ diſciples of the Baptiſt; and whoſe di- 
vine authority he knew the prieſts could 
not dare to deny ; thoſe repeated and ex- 
plicit teſtimonies, which John had fo of- 


ten borne to his divine character; and in 
which he had even poſitively declared 


him to be the true Meſiab. And now 
likewiſe, when he had worked up the 
| people, . all the arguments he could al- 


lege, 
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De Divine Miſſons * 


lege, to the greateſt fervor in his cauſe; 
had he been an impoſtor, he would im- 


mediately have declared himſelf their 


Meſfiah and King; and have commenced 
at laſt one deciſive ſtruggle, to deter- 


mine the fate of the whole impoſture. 


War then muſt we be forced to 
conclude, with regard to the true charac- 
ter of Jeſus; who even upon is pe- 
culiar occaſion, procured by his .own 
means; though poſſeſſed of ſuch tefti- 
monies, to eſtabliſh his divine authority, 


as he knew the chief prieſts could neither 
' invalidate, nor diſbute; would not, even 
at this time, produce any of them in his 


own defence? How is it poſſible we can 


believe him to have been the deceitful con- 


federate of the Baptiſi; who, even on ſo 


peculiar an occaſion, declined all appeal 
to John's authoritative teſtimony ; and 


would not avail himſelf of hzs univerſal 


credit? 
oer did he not in fact, it may be alk 


ed, expreſsly put the prieſts in mind of 


_ the Baptiſt? And m1 mg he not in- 
tend 


Fohn Baptiſt and Fefus Chriſt, arr 
tend this, as an appeal to Jobn's teſtimony 3 
in his favour ? True indeed it is, that Je- IIS, | 
us did actually remind the prieſts of John 
the Bapti oft - but it is no leſs true, that 
he did zh:s in ſuch a manner, as to make 
the juſtneſs of our concluſion even {till 
more apparent, than it could have been, 
had he not made the leaſt mention of John. 

Fo inſtead of reminding them of 
John, ſo as to make the leaſt uſe of 
His teſtimony, in his own defence; it 
is evident, he did it with 20 other de- 
ſign, than merely to procure himſelf an 
opportunity of making ro defence at all. 

I will alſo aſe you one thing, (ſaid Je- 
fus) and anſwer me; and I will tell you by 
what authority I do theſe things. The bap- 1 

 tiſm of Jon, was it from heaven or of Bt 
men? And they anſwered, that they could | Fi 
not tell whence it was. And Jeſus ſaid unto - nn 
them, neither tell T you, by what authority I 
b theſe things. | : _ 
Tux manner in which, we ſee, Feſus on 1} 14 
this occaſion made mention of Jahn, proves 
to demonſtration, chat Ong he was by 
no 
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De Divine Miſſioms of 


Parr 1 2h no means forgetful of that explicit evi- 
— dence, which John had ſo frequently 


borne in his favour; yet that he was deter- 
mined to make no advantage of it, for the 
eſtabliſhment of his own divine charac- 
ter; even at hat very conjuncture, when 
it would have been of the moſt ſignal 
ſervice to him, to allege it. Whereas, 
had Teſus been an impoſtor in confede- 
racy with John ; inſtead of making uſe of 
the Baptiſts name, at this time, merely 
in order to procure himſelf an opportu- 
nity to be /lent; he would certainly have 
infiſted on Fohn's teſtimony, with all the 
power of his eloquence 3 to eſtabliſh the 
people immoveably in their preſent fa- _ 
vourable opinion of hs own divine miſſion, 
and authority. And indeed, when we 
conſider the whole of this very remark- 
able tranſaction; the reformation in the 
temple, which Jeſus took upon him to 
make; together with his anſwer to the 
chief prieſts and rulers, when they came 
upon him to demand by what authority he 
| pretended to do this; i appears undeni- 
ably, 


n 


John Baprife and Jeſus Chriſt. 413 

ably, from that extraordinary manner in Fn on 
| which he choſe to make mention of John, *. 

upon this very peculiar occaſion; that the 
Baptiſt and Jeſus could not poſſibly be 

aſſociate decei vers; and conſequently, that 

Jeſus himſelf could be no leſs than the 

true Meſſiab, and John the n than his 

mn Forerunner. 
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CONCLUSION. 


: = HE enquiry, . EEE 
is now brought to an end; and 


| the deſired concluſion eſtabliſhed, it is 
hoped, by every argument at firſt | pro- 


poſed. But the peculiar nature of the 


tranſactions conſidered, and the various 


circumſtances neceſſary to be attended to, 
in order to place every material particular 
in its true light, and effectually clear up 
the point in debate; have unavoidably 


drawn it out to, an unexpected length. It 


may not therefore, in the laſt place, be 


improper to take a ſhort ſketch of the 
whole evidence produced, in ſupport of 


the important point to be proved; that 


when conſidered at once in a collective 
view, every diſtin part may be allowed 


its due influence and weight; and the cer- 


tainty of the concluſion be judged of, by 


the joint evidence of the whole. 


To ſhew the utter incredibility of any 


Juch pete, as that in debate, no- 
thing 


— 


CONCLUSION. arg 


thing more.can be abſolutely requiſite, than 
to prove one or other of the following 
points. 
'E1THER that the plot ſuppoſed is of 
ſo abſurd a nature in itſelf; that it is im- 
poſſible to believe it could ever be under- 
taken. Or however, if we have not 
materials enough to prove this; that 
all the particular perſons concerned, were 
ſuch, and fo circumſtanced; that it can- 
not be believed poſſible for Them to have 
contrived, or engaged in ſuch a deſign. 
Or laſtly, that the manner of conducting 
the plot ſuppoſed, certainly was, in ſe- 
veral important particulars during its pro- 
greſs, ſuch as it could not have been; 
had the only perſons concerned really con- 
ſpired in the profecution of fuch an im- 
| ons | 
To trace out a faixfaRtory proof of 
Either of theſe points, may in many caſes, 
for want of information, be extremely dif- 
ficult; in many abſolutely impoſſible. 
But in whatever inſtance either of them 
Joey can be et and diſtinctly made 
out; 


lars 


CONCLUSION: 


out; by comparing the ſeveral circum- 
ſtances of the caſe, with the moſt obvi- 
_ ous, and allowed principles of human na- 


ture; there our doubts muſt be at an end; 
and the ſuſpicion of any nen muſt 
unavoidably be given'up. 


WHEN therefore the caſe PA FREE" | 


proves ſuch, that not one of theſe points 


| only, but all of them can be eſtabliſhed 
tagether; when it can not only be made 
to appear morally impoſſible, for the plot 


in queſtion to have ever been contrived ; 


but likewiſe, for hoſe particular perſons, 
who alone are concerned, to have con- 


trived it; and moreover, equally incre- 


dible for Them, if they had, to have con- 
ducted it in the manner © appears, from 


the facts themſelves, to have been conduct- 


ſatisfied with the concluſion. 5 Novy 


þ 


— 


ed: when All theſe points can be made 

| good together; then we have the comple- 
teſt proof of the impaſſibility of the plot in 
queſtion, that the nature of ſuch points 
can be ever capable of admitting. And, 

in this caſe the mind cannot but acqui- 

eſce without heſitation, and reſt perfectly 


Now by Each of theſe ſeveral kinds 


of proofs have we been enabled to eſta- 


bliſh the truth and certainty of all thoſe 


miraculous events, which the evan geliſts 
have recorded of the nativities of FJobn che 


Baptiſt, and Jeſus Chriſt. 


IN the firſt place, it was obvious, that 


the various aſtoniſhing circumſtances, faid 


to have accompanied the conception and 


birth of Jobn, are in their own nature ſo 


evidently miraculous; that if they really 


came to paſs, His appearance in the 
world, and the divine character he at 


length aſſumed, my? have been the im- 


mediate appointment of God. With're- 
gard to theſe facts therefore, the only 
point to be pr oved was, that 8 really 
came to paſs. 

IN order to prove this; it was 15755 
ſhewn, from a multiplicity of abſurdi- 
ties, which muſt unayoidably attend the 
contrary ſuppoſition ; that they could nei- 
ther be invented. by Jeſus, nor his diſ- 
ciples, nor any one elſe, after the death 
0 79 H N nor by John himſelf, or any 
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of his diſciples, during his life. That 
eme of them, from their very nature 
alone, muſt affuredly have come to paſs, 
in the manner, and at the time related; 
and, upon the whole, that if any of 
them did not, or if there was the leaſt 
deceit in the accounts of any of them; 
Zacharias and Elizabeth muſt have been 
the original and real mm of the 
plot. | 

Tus contrivance of the plot in 18. 
tion being thus traced up, as high as 
Them; in order to determine, whether 
They could really be the contrivers of it 
or not ; it was, in the next place, fully | 


\  ſhewn, that, if ſo, the deſign they muſt 


have been engaged in, could not be con- 
fined to John only; nor could They them- 
ſelves be the only perſons concerned in 

catrying it on. But, that they muſt at 
the fame time have been engaged in pro- 
moting another, ſimilar impoſture, which 
related in like manner to Jeſus; and was 
the counterpart of that concerning John. 
m_ — that Feſeph and Mary muſt 


have 


have been intimately connected with Za- 


charias and Ehzabeth, in the joint proſe- 
_ cution of Both, 


TE foundation of the whole farther 


enquiry being thus laid ; the next point 
was to prove the incredibility of the ex- 
iſtence of theſe joint impoſtors, in the 
manner firſt propoſed; by conſidering the 
reircumſtances and fituation of Each of 


thoſe perſons ; who, it had already been 


clearly ſeen, muſt have contrived, and 
carried them on. 
Tx3s argument therefore v was 5 the firſt 
attended to. And after having purſued 
it through the ſeveral tracks, which gra- 


dually opened to our view, it brought 


us at length to this decifive concluſion ; 

That the whole ſuppoſition of theſe joint 

impoſtures muſt be given up, as in 

every particular abſolutely groundleks 
and falſe. 

Fox, from an attentive conſideration 
of the moſt material circumſtances at- 
tending Each of the perſons concerned; 
* more > eſpecially, the advanced age, 
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ſacred profe Non, and exemplary che 


racter, of Zacharias; together with the 


youth, and innocence, and unſullied re- 


putation, of Mary; and from theſe par- 
ticulars, conſidered jointly with the pro- 
greſ of the ſuppoſed plots themſelves ; 
it has been fully made appear, That nei- 


; ther Any of the Four. perſons concerned, 


whether /ingly or jointly ; nor All of them 
fogether ; could poflibly be the contri- 
vers of the impoſtures ſuppoſed. 
Ir has indiſputably appeared, that 


neither Zacharias and Elizabeth, on one 


| fide, nor Joſeph and Mary, on the 


other; could ſeparately have planned 


| out, either the Two joint impoſtures, re- 
lating to both parties ; or that . more 


immediately relating to each. 
AN p moreover, that even if it were 


credible, that Each fide could have in- 
vented their own more immediate plot; 


it would ſtill, above all, remain abſo- 
lutely incredible, that Either ſide could 


have attempted to make afſociates of tine 
mat ; as well as that Ti 90 could have 


been 


CONCLUSION. 


been prevailed on, to engage with them, : 


if they had. 

So that, as the only 1 at al 
concerned i in the tranſactions under con- 
ſideration, have plainly turned out to be 
ſuch perſons, as could neither have con- 


trived, nor undertaken, the impoſtures in 


debate; all ſuſpicion of any deceit in the 
caſe, muſt from this argument alone fall 
at once to the ground: the miraculous 
events in queſtion muſt be acknowledged 
to have come to. paſs, in the manner they 


are related: and the characters of Thoſe 
extraordinary Perſons, whoſe births they 


accompanied, muſt be ſubmitted to, as 


unqueſtionably divine. 
HAvix thus, in che Firſt Part, fully 


proved the incredibility of the impoſtures 


in queſtion, from conſidering all the cir- 
cumſtances of the ſeveral Parties con- 


cerned; in the Second, we proceeded. to 


_ eſtabliſh the ſame point, by another ar- 
gument; of no leſs real ſtrength, and, 


at the ſame time, more obvious than the 
former. This was an illuſtration of fe- 
| Ee 3 veral 
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veral moſt ſtriking abſurditirs, unavoid- 
ably contained in the internal narure of 
the ſuppoſed impoſtures themſelves. 

UxpnR this head it very plainly ap- 
peared, that the ſuppoſition of any deceit 
in the caſe before us, would indifpenſably 


oblige us to ſuppoſe the truth of ſeveral 
_ particulars, all in the higheſt Grgred im- 
Ons to be believed. _ 


As, for inſtance, that an wy prac- 


5 d and moſt ſubtil deceiver, could 
plan out an impoſture to be carried inte 


execution by one particular pyrſon only; 
and even venture to feign himſelf dumb, 


for a long ſpace of time, merely to pre- 
pare the way for it; not only while the 


very perſon, for hom it was contrived, 


remained yet unburn; but likewiſe be- 


fore he was even conceived; nay; and 


While the conttiver himſelf had every 


reaſon the thing could admit of, for be- 
lieving, that thus perſon, for whom he 


Was contriving all this 3 would 2 
| never er gfe” 


THAT 
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THAT beſides, this ſame veteran de- 
ceiver ſhould do all this, for the fake 
of ſuch a plot, ſo contrived ; as, after all, 
he could not have the leaſt hope of ever 
bringing on the ftage ; unleſs. he could 
firſt infallibly foretell, not only the fifure 


birth, but even the ſex too, of a par- 


_ ticular infant, even 1 it was con- 

ceiued. 

Tuar moreover, he could delibe- 
rately fix upon ſuch a plan for his in- 
tended impoſture, as obliged him pub- 

licly to foretel/, under the pretence of 

being divinely inſpired; that a certain 
infant, then but a few days ald, would 


afluredly live till above the age of /wenty 


AND beſides, that the fame infant, 
when arrived at tbat age, would certainly 
appear in public, and exerciſe the ſeveral 
functions of @ moſt extraordinary divine 
character; which, humanly ſpeaking, it 
was in the higheſt degree doubtful, from 
the nature .of the character alone, whe- 
ther He might either be able, or inclined 
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tocounterfeit; and thezrue Owner of which, 


it was likewiſe univerſally believed, would 


appear in the mean time; and effectually 
deprive this ſuppoſed intended counterfeit 


of any opportunity to aſſume his part. 
From the conſideration of theſe, and 


other no leſs incredible ſuppoſitions; J all 
neceſſarily implied in the plots in quef- 


tion; the nature of the caſe led us next 
to point out, ſome. remarkable particu- 


| lars, which we meet with in the courſe 


of theſe tranſactions; which plainly ap- 


peared impoſſible to have happened, had | 


there really been any impoſture on foot. 
Axp here it was ſoon perceived, 


that had the interviews of the Angel 


with Zacharias, and Mary, been fic- 


tions of their own contriving, to gain a 
favourable reception for their intended 
impoſtures; unqueſtionably the Angel 


would not have been repreſented, as pu- 
niſhing Zacharias in that particular man- 


ner, in which Zacharias pretended to 
have been puniſhed by him; or indeed 


in any manner at all; and yet at the ſame 


time 


I 


| CONCLUSION. 
time ſuffering Mary to eſcape without any 


vi/ible mark of his diſpleaſure. 


Hk likewiſe, it appeared evident 
beyond all contradiction, that the ſur- 
priſing relations of the Shepherds at Beth- 


lebem; the behaviour of Simeon and Anna 


in the temple; and the appearance and 


conduct of the Wiſe Men from the Eaft ; 
together with the reception They met with 


from Herod himſelf; and that cruel maſ- | 


acre, which immediately enſued upon 
their departure; were all ſo many aſto- 


nihing events, which could not poſſibly 


have come to paſs; had Zacharias, and 


the Other Three perſons originally con- 
cerned, been engaged in a oint impoſ- 


rurè. ET Y 
Fox itappeared abundantly evident, from 
a variety of conſiderations ; that the ſeve- 
ral perſons, who were the immediate ac- 
tors in all theſe unlooked for events; 
were ſuch Perſons, as neither Zacharias, 


nor any concerned with him, could have | 


attempted. ſeducing, to take part with 
them in "Om on their deſigns ; and 


ſuch 
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ſuch likewiſe, as could ever have become 
their afſocrates, if they had. 

Tuus the truth of all the wiraculous 
circumſtances recorded of the concep- 
tions and births. of John the Rif and 
Jaſaus Chriſt, were fully proved ; in the 
two firſt parts of this enquuy ; by every 
kind of direct argument, which the na- 
ture of the ſacts themſelves could admit. 
For in them it had been ſhewn, that nei- 
ther were the Penſous concerned capable 
of conſpiring together in the plot ſup- 
poſed; nor was the plot igſelf euen ca- 
HPable of being contrived, and entered 


into; nor could ſeveral fieps, of the wt 


moſt importance, Which actually took 
place, have been adopted; had there re- 
ally exiſted any ſuch impoſure, as That, 
which muſt be ſuppoſed. 
Bur to render the Joink farce: af the 
whole ſtill more irreſiſtible; and that no 
argument, with which the goſpels could 
furniſh us, to illuſtrate ſo important a 
point, might lie neglected; the deſign 
of the laſt Part has been, to examine into 
| the 


e —.— 


CONCLUSION. 


the behaviour of Jobn and Jeſus Them 
felves ; in thoſe inſtances, in which they 
muſt have had a ſecret, as well as thoſe in 
which they had an apparent connection 
with Each Other ; and which muſt there- 


fore tend to illuſtrate ſtill further our former 
concluſion, and their true characters and 


agigns. 

Axp upon this enquiry into the rela- 
tive conduct of the ſuppoſed Impoſtors 
Themſelves; it has appeared very plainly, 
in a variety of particulars, of the utmoſt 
impottance to their cauſe, to have been 
ach, as it is utterly incredible they could 
have adopted; had the ſeveral aftoniſhing 


events, before conſidered, been ficHiti- 


ous ; and They Themſelves nothin g more 
than mere human impoſtors. 

For, in this Part, it inconteſtibly ap- 
peared, that in many, even the moſt re- 
markable particulars of their public con- 
duct towards Each Other, they acted in 
ſuch a manner, as, to thofe, who had 
nothing more than human foreſight to 
judge by, muſt have appeared the readieſt 
way to obſtruct, and verſet their whole 


4-27 


* 


a a itt * 
3 8 : W * / 


FY 
1 3 


renn 


__ IS. 


* * 


. ; : ' \ OA ys; > — pak. — — her wn on 


428 


| deſign ; and conſequently, in a manner, 
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in which 0 impoſtors could poſſibly have 
determined to act. 


Hx RRE therefore it may be Mlownble 


to cloſe the whole argument, with that 


moſt important concluſion, the eſtabliſh- 
ment of which was its ſole, 0. ank 


deſign. 


By proving jointly, the truth of the pre- 


tenſions of Jon the Baptiſt, and Jeſus Chriſt, 


to divine authority and inſpiration; as the 
very nature of the facts to be enquired 
into, abſolutely require we ſhould ; we 
have effectually vindicated, by wo di- 


find, though connected proofs, the truth 
and certainty . of the Divine _ of 


Feſt. 


Fok, firſt, 8 Jobn che Baptif cer- 


tainly was, what it has ſo inconteſtably 


appeared he muſt have been, the divine 
Forerunner of the long expected Maſſiub; 
ſent purpoſely to prepare his way before 


him, and point Him out to mankind z 
then muſt Jeſus; whom John frequently 
in the moſt public, and peremptory man- 


ner 
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ner pronounced to be That divine Perſo- 
nage; unqueſtionably have been the 7rue 
00 efftah, 

Ax though, from the firſt entrance 


upon the argument, the order of the 


facts to be enquired into, naturally led 


us to aſcertain firſt, the true character of 


the Baptiſt; and by this means the cir- 
cumſtances of Jeſuss birth, which were 
equally ſurpriſing, have been attended to 
in the ſecond place only; yet Theſe Two 


grand Events have proved all along ſo 
Imilar to Each Other, and fo inſeparably 
| connected; that in eſtabliſhing the truth + 


of One, we have neceſſarily confirmed 
the miraculous nature of Both. 


Tas ſame conſiderations, which have 


ſo fully ſhewn, that no deceit can have 
been made uſe of, by Zacharias and Eli- 
zabeth, in order to lay a foundation for 


the divine pretenſions of John; have 


proved likewiſe, at the ſame time, that 
Foſeph and Mary could not poſſibly forge 


any of thoſe miraculous circumſtances 


recorded of the birth of Jus; to pave. 


_ 
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the way for His future appearance under 


the aſſumed character of the Metab. 


Axp thus the Divine Miſion of Feſus 


Chriff ſtands firmly eſtabliſhed ; not only 
on the adequate, and indiſputable, be- 
cauſe rnſpired, teſtimony of Fobn the 


Baptiſ; but likewiſe, independantly of 
His witneſs, upon the unqueſtionable 
truth and certainty of all thoſe miracu- 

lous events, which the evangeliſts have 


truly informed us accompanied His own 


ft appearance in the world, + 


So conſpicuouſly do the divine diſ- 
penſations of perfect wiſdom and truth, 
diſtinguiſh themſelves from the ſhort- 


| ſighted ſchemes of human artifice and de- 


ceit. Plots of human cunning often ap- 
pear ſpecious at firſt fight, and well con- 
nected together; but, on a nearer in- 


ſpection, ſoon betray evident tokens of 


inconfiſtency, falſehood, and diſguiſe. 


While, on the contrary, the ſtupendous 
plans of divine providence, appear, at a 


diſtance, like a number of unconnected, 
| and perhaps -even interfering events ; 


but, 
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6 when moſt ſcrupulouſly examined, 
never fail to manifeſt the ſupreme wiſ- 
dom of their all- perfect Author; in that 


Irreſiſtible force of evidence they all joint- 
4h produce. 
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